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Friend of the organtzed  Farmer
movement thruout Canada will be deep
| pri d ta hear of the death  of
Willizmn Jobin Fregillus, president of the
L'nited Farme iof Alberta, which e
curred ab the General  Haospital, Ga
Wit (i 2. a0 on ‘the "mormng  of
mher 12 Ihie death of Mr. T'ee
i it ' b el SHIpris indd
1 friends and colleagues in
thiee faroner movement, for only a few
o before he had been one af - the
cadhing higurs of the historie confer
nee between the pepresentalives ol
the organized farmers and the manu
facturers i from o the active - part
whiiel b Loo) in o thalt meeling HE
Wekl a ibomectings of the Canadian
Couneil of Agriculture and the annual
mecting of the Grain Growers' Grain

Cos, held in Winnipeg during the same
week, one dght have believed him Lo
be i the possession of full health and
vigor Mre, Tregillus sustained o fall
b the meeting of the Grain Growers’
Grain Co., when his chair slipped on
the edge of the platform, and apparent
| thie injury caused b this Call
brouzht oo complications whieh has
tened his end e patd Htble attention
to it ab the timme, and later in the eyven
ing delivered one of the hest speechies
of his Life. On reaching his home, near
Calgary, on Sunday, he was feeling un
well, a physician was called and heosvas
ordered Lo bed. e grew worse rapid
| hecame delirions, and was Laken Lo
Lthe  General Hospidal, at  Calgary on
Wednesdiny He épntinued  to  fail,
death resultimg Thargdhy morning

Mre. Tregillus was DD years of age,
and leaves o widow and four ehildren,
two sons and two daughters, Harold,
May, Cyril and Muriel.

Biographical

William John Tregillus was born in
Plymouth, Devanshire, England, May
2. 4859, son of John and Emma Daw
Tregitlus. His father, who died in
1910 at the age of 83 vears, was an ex
périenced and sueccessful flour miller
in the old country, where the young
man fearnced all that was then known
aboat the business of milling  grain.
The mother died in 1881,

He received his elementary ednea
tion in the grammar schools of Ply-
mouth and Plympton and then eom
'pleted  a course in Taunton college.
Upon leaving college the young man
engaged actively in the milting busi
ness, as well as  farming, with his
father, in his native county, Devon
shire, and for a dozen vears thereafter
he aperated a flour mill ot Soathamp
ton, that is, from 1290 until 1902

In the ratter year he disposed of his
property in Southampton and set <ail
for Canada The grain flelds of the
western  praivies  natarally  attracted
Lo, ;‘nnl i August, 1902, Mr. Tregilius
arrived at Calgary, Alberta, and very
soon after his arrvival he had deecided
upon a picee of land near the city that
Wiy to heeome a maodel farm and the
foundation of a fortune. At first he
devaoted most of his attention to rais
ing horses, but he soon branched out
into growing and maintaining a splen-
did dairy herd In this he was so sue
cessful that he decided to undertake,
so-far as it might be within his power,
to improve the dairy herds of the
provinee by confining his own contri
butions to the uniformly  successful
purchred Holsteins Thus the pure
bred stoek farm beeame a standard
supply ecentre for many of the dairy
herds of Alberta. :

Gave University Site

Mre. Tregillus was a powerful and
liberal champion of public sehools and
took a deep and active interest in edu
cattonal  establishiments When  Dr,
Blow wias looking for a site for the
prospective University of Calgary and
eventually chose a  160-acre .tract
owned by Mr. Tregillus, the whole
tract was  promptly  and  voluntarily
transferred as a university endowment.
He was na less, hioweovep, interested in
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pritat ind preparatory than in higher
chiools amd sepyed as chairman of the

West Caleary <chool Baard
Connegction with U.F.A

Mre Tregillus first hecare prominent
m the ~counciis of  the UK A8l th
convention Leld ot Edmonton o Janu
i 1910 On thalt oecasion hie wis
notdnabed Tor L presidency, and on
Tames Bower bheing re-clected Lo thatl
ol VT 'regilius was matde j
president That position he filled for
suceeeding Lo Lthe presi
e in 1912 and being re-clected in
1943 i 1915 e Wils =0
Vice-president of the Canadian Couneil
of Agriculture and had been chosen as
v omember of the special joint com
mittee appoinded at the recent confer
cnee of farmers and manufacturers and
expeeted to go to Ottawa to la Lhe
views of that conference heforé the
Crovernment

Mthough his most distinguistied sue
cess in rueal Caffairs, bhad been as o
grower of purchred dairy stoek, he also
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- J: Tregillus

U.F.A. President Dies from typhoid fever after a few days’ illness

o thie very best of his ability to the
o - reanization without stint. He
; Lovery nodest man, never shoved
himself for office, was just as read)
i willing to work as a peiyate in the
ranks= as in the first office ['nlike
Hany rnen i did not regard inereas
ing wealtl | 1 reason for slacking
effort on behall of advanced legisla

|

tion and improved conditions for agri

culture, but rather 1S da daneans Lo
furthiering the work, as he gave largely
aof his private means and an o ever in

creasing amount of his time and effort
Strenuous Work Recently

I'he week spent in Winnipeg, which
| fear was the immediate cause of his
iness,  was TR VL ~lrenuous  one
There was the meeting of the Dominion
Council  of  Agriculture, the annual
meeting of the Grain Growers' Grain
Company and the long speecial confer
cnee with the manufacturers He took
im-active part in all of them, throwing
Himsel!f into the work wilh surprising
vigor [t was oo malter on which he

WILLIAM JOHN TREGILLUS
President, United Farmers of Alberta, 1912-14
Born, Plymouth, Eng., May 2, 1859
Died, Calgary, Alta, November, 12, 1914

achieved distinetion as a student and
progressionist in fruil growing and was
a vice-president of the ANlberta Horti
cultural society.

Mre. Tregillus was  an independent
Liberal in polities e was president
of the Direet Legislation League, and
also a member of the Locedl Improve-
ment Council of West Galgary. He
was a member of the Devonshire, Eng
land, Lodge of Ancient Free and Ae
coepted Masons,

In 4880, Mr. Tregillus married Miss
Lillian .. Chapman, of his native town

TRIBUTES OF COLLEAGUES
R. McKenzie's Tribute

Roderick Mekenzie, seeretary of the
Manitoba Grain  Growers’ Association,
wias visibly oyercome when receiving
the news of the sudden and untimely
death of Mr. Tregillus Finally he
sabd s It is a terrible Joss to the farm-
ing interests of the West and indeed
of all Canada.  oOnly those of us who
warked elosely with him knew- the full
value of  his -work. \ man of broad
education, travel and wide reading, he

felt strongly and in whieh he had for
vears taken a deep interest When he
left Winnipeg he complained of feeling
tired out, but none of us thought it
was more than passing fatigue and
were counting mueh on his presence
and  support in our mission to the
Government at Ottawa.”
John Kennedy’s Appreciation

Speaking on  behalf of the Grain
Girowers' Grain Company, John Ken-
nedy, viee-president, said: It is with
the deepest sorrow  that we have
fearned of the death of William J. Tre-
githus: -of ‘Calgary We have known
Mr. Tregillus for a number of years
thru his acteve connection with  the
farmers’ movement in Alberta, and, in
conversation with throse who were in-
Foinately acqguainted with him there as
president of the United Farmers of Al-
bherta and of the Alberta Co-operative
Elevator. Company, very mueéh of the
suceess of thes moverments was  due
ta#the - untiring energy and earnest
efforts of Mr. Tregillus.  We have had
the pleasure of a closer acquaintance
with him. recently when he attended

the annual meeting of our eompany last
week, and no one present there will
readily forget the very Inspiring  aa-
dress which he delivered on the even
ing of November 4 His address
brought us back over the farmers
struggles for a number of years, ane
in  his  closing remarks he made a
strong appeal Tor a united éffort in bhet
fering the social and moral conditions
surrounding the life of the farm, basing
his appeal on a quotation he made from
=cripture, "By this shall all men Know
thiat  've are ‘my. (iseiples, if.oye have
love one to another’

Mreo Tregillus,” added Mr. Kenneay
wis o thorough demoerat and coula
be always found untiring in his efforts,
sineere in his motives and a loval eham-
pion of the cause of the people. We
are  unable  to  express the sorrow
which all connected with the farmers’
movement will feel at the loss sustaineo
thru the death of Mr. Tregillus.”

Hon. Geo. Lawrence Speaks

Hon. George Lawrence, Minister ot
\gricultnre for Manitoba, said he heara
of Mr. Tregillus® death with deep, re-
gret, e had done mueh for the
farming community of Western Can-
ada and his personality, so sineere ana
inspiring the respeet of all brought into
contact with him, would be a loss diffi-
cult to replace.

Hon. Geo. Langley

Hon. George Langley, Minister ol
Municipalities  in  the -Saskatehewan
Cabinet, said:

“I think the farmers of ‘Western
Canada have suffered a severe loss in
Lhe death, of Mr., Tregillus.  He was a
man of singular uprightness and outs
standing ability, from whom [ know
the farmers were hoping for years of
serviee,”  Mr. Langley added his sin=
cere personal regret at the death of Mr.
Tregillus.

C. A. Dunning

St hardly seems possible” exelaimea
(.. A. bunning, general manager of the
saskatehewan  GCo-operative  Elevator
Company, when informed of Mr. Tre-
gillus' sudden demise. I was only a
few davs sinee that he was in Winni-
peg attending < the  conference  there,
and appeared to be in the best of
health.

“The farmers of  Alberta and  the
weslt have certainly suffered a severe
loss.”

Calgary Tributes

Mavor Sinnot, of Calgary, was deep-
v affected when he heard of Mr. Tre-
gillus® death.

“1 have known Mr. Tregillus ever
since 1 came here, twelve years ago,”
the chief magistrate said, * and it has
been a pleasure to esteem him as an
intimate  friend. My relations  with
him have been elose, for he had an at-
tractive personality and was most like-
able Mr. Tregillus was on the City
Council for the last two years, and was
an efficient, painstaking and attentive
public servant. 4 I have been greatly as-
sisted by him and will miss him. I am
deeply grieved by NMr, Tregillus® death,
and I also feel that the city, the prov
ince and the west generally will Tose a
country up builder of the rarer sort.”

E. J. Fream’s Statement

It is the biggest shoek | have ever
sustained,” declared E. J. Fream, man
wer of the Grain Growers® Girain corm-
pany, and for many years a colleagas
of Mr. Tregillus. . *I have been con-
nected with him for six years, and |
consider  him  the most  outstanding
figure in agricultural work in the west
today. Even up to the very last mo
ment he kept at his splendid wark in
iiding the fapmers, His last words
werein connection with his work at
Winnipeg, where he  secured - from
Vice-President George Bury, of the C
P. R a%romise that double deck ears
would be granted for the use of ship-
pers of livestoek from Calgary. \J
of us connected in any wayv with thr
late” Nr. Tregillus, are shocked and
astounded at his sudden death W
hav@®no one to replace him, there is no
one whao can do his work
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