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BOMINTON CHURCHMAN.

poaranee onearth, as had been predicted by th

proplhiet Malaehic Inoanswer to a question to tha

ctfect, e denied that he was the prophet Elijalil tuted the festivad when He sanetitied the day by
Linself. and gave no satisfaction to any intimation | then tirst revealing Hix human nature to the eyes

of iz bemg the personage Malachi really intend
adl.
was thy Ehas that

was too colie.

poar before the second advent of Messiali,
wach as the Lord has shown that a suflicient ful-
filiient of the propheey has already taken place,
W cun only point to aomore hiteral tultihment as at
the ruost, a 1)1‘()])1\])i1it)‘.

StoJohn the Baptist's preaching wis ot a char-
act 1 i preparvethe men of that day for a reception
ol Christ. But hismission was not to that age only.
Fhe subject of his preaching, Repentance, is that
which, i every age, 1s essential to a reception of
Christ s a Saviour.
the

And thus he auswered o his

[P OO V. T8 declavation  he

made, 1
the voee ot one erving e thewilderness.,
it theeway of the Lord ;™ and when they
a v d ot he were not Elyah himnself, nor the
Carist, neither that prophet, why he should pre-
st to administer a baptism which might scem to
uutinte mto a new religion, he explained that his
L tism was the merest svmbol of that repentane..
Wieeh was necessary for all men ;o that it difforcd
thas 1 its very essence from a Christian sacra-
wdut, walch is a means of grace; that he was to he
t lloned by One Who would succced him in the!
orier of human  life, but Who

had no existence.

oxisted

“Ul'\

has
The

win o he

tike away the sin of the world; aud when, at niceeding ages look back.

that Jesus haptised. aud that all men were flock- 1

snonld be. He wasnotthe bridegroom of the Chureh
of the future. He was the Bridegroom's friend,
whos~  business it wa' to make all things
ready for the bridal procession, to rejoice in the
joy of another, and to disappear when he had ful-
fitled lns mission; and so it was u simple an-
nouncement of a fact, when he said,— He must
mierease, but I must decrease.” When the sun
urose the morning star had done its work of ushering

CHRISTMAS DAY.

“IERE is no reason for doubting that the
A 25th day of December was the day of
Christ's nativity.  There is the fact that about a
hundred years ufter the death of St. John, this was

the received date of the Inearnation of the Redeem-
er of the world.

The Lord, however, told the people expressly
st if they wonld receive it. St. John the Baptist

henslon.

(“|lil thue of festive };];l(lllt'\\ l’\ the Chureh 1]\1'1’”;’“-

I"»H( the world. Christ ITHA he <and

Aot wankind.

» . _ . O
Inas- s the simade point of hisgory e which every aud

CVETY countrv, every i ”I;lf cVer li\'\tl. ]lil&

imterost.
birth of our Lord as the
evervthing  there vecorded tns. \ mudtitude

of the carth's ext nded surtace.,

|

i past cenerations were mtnenced by these events to
|
~ Makea large extont.

wWe o commenmoriate on

mterest of whieh s nmiversa! md anfading.

shepherds themselves were aware of ;

men that <shall ive on earth as 1t is to onrselves.

to have msti-

The holy g Is recogmized its sepi-
ration forever as a dav ot davs. when they pro-
claimed the olory that was then oftered to God
But it i~ neothe Highiest Teaven by the
wiihout reason that many cimiment men have I““illl:lll'iwi'll i the \'i]'g'il)-lml'll Joesns: and the peae,
heved that a more literal fulfilment of Malachi’«{t

restoration of 'N-l'fw'l

Lat wis broueht among men of apright inteution
propheey s vet e the dim and distant futuee ;nu‘."»n carth. throneh the reinon of then nature to
’ ' ' | oy B 5 . . s ) -
tat Elijal the prophet will himselt personally ap-'God. The entice nniverse has sinee proclaimed it

Al the pages of spiration point to the

central pomt on which
‘lmlmrt;ml changes has taken }»l;u'v onevery ) arl

and vast revions have tHourshed and passed away and on all onre posterity.
but as e as we e coneerned e the present day.,
it is extremely dittiendt to disecover i what way we

are, i any respect, affected by tie result. adthough

But the astoulshing event whieh
Christiias Davois one the
We
are as much concerned in it as were the shepherds
of Bethlehewm, and mfimtely wore so than the
and 1t will
he of as much niportance to the last genration of

\

T

ation, anq y,,
entertaim o profound reverenee for thoe Who toq)
ok

‘ NN ”l\‘.\' “l'(.“
utterly inditferent. or actively hostile, 1,

o ]I(‘ ;H'(}lv'“t il(]l”i]'('l'i (‘t. tll(‘ l:(’{u)'“)

acdistingnishod part e Shonld e

one por-

portion of the Work
which was at that time achieved by ony

tion, and that no nuportant

Lefon ners,
i i ? PG I ; ‘
In the veign of Heney VT thi English Clinge),

spect of marrinee. by whieh th

mankind had long been ontraced.

and state nuited to correet Hagrmmt almses i e,
: lm)l';l]
|

SChse of
The areat aiy,
i . 2t N H IR ol V() & vigs S

of onr Reformer was to make thie laws of Englang,

e this momentues point, at one with the Jaw of
Grod. In the attempted  Refomaation of the eccle.
an (ststieal o which was the work of Ceamner chjefl]y
during the reten ot Henry VT and Fdward \'l‘,
we tindDe Greadibus o Mateinonio prohibitis Cap.
ofl81 the Divine

law on the subjeer recornized 48

contained i the 18th and 20th chapters of  Leviti.

Nings, etpires|Cs, and this law aflivmed o be binding on pg

[t then <tated that
©the precepts contained 1 these ('l“l)ll('l'\ are not
peculiare to the Jewish connmmonwenlt vas certain
persons drean. but have the siine weieht of au.
thority. which onr religionassigns to the Decalogue
<o that no huneae power can ordam anvthing i
ANV Wise contrary to tirenn, Be at observed too
that, in these davs the = human power™ which had
nade this presumptuons attempt, was not the avil,
but  th
continues thns.

calty of

ceclesiostical  power. ey the  docwment
*Thercfore the Teoman pontiff is
nuPicly lnmself this

power: and they crievously wound their own eon-

Arrorating o

[n the birta of Civist, carth was reunited t heaven, seiences Wi seekvither from the Boman poutiff,

and both were wade one kingdom of the Divinity
as they were at the first creation,

18 is reflected 1 the world around.

to this happy scason, and are universally recog-
nized in couneetion with it.

THE MADRRIAGE LA,

HL attempt which has been made, and will un-

[n that event,
One appeared, Who as Hix own sincle person was
(rod, belonging t Hoaven, and Man, belonging to
Ghost bad taught him Who Jesus  was, Hi:vif']:u'th. The event has formed the centre of hn-
business from that moment forward was to f rget man  lostey : the point of time o whicl all|
Lins 15, to point to the Lamb of God, Who shonld, the past ages lock forward and to which all sue-

Bevond the immediate
later date, some of John's disciples comp]ujnod!il]ﬂuell(‘t,‘ of the Chinreh, therefore, Christmas giad-

Unity andy particulars, altogether.
we ts hna, the Baptist answered that this wasas it {fcJlowship, happiness and peace  belong espeeially

or from any . other persone suaeh dispensations (as
they call thern i this atter.” ’

Cathelie Churelr then aifected to
dispense with thie Divine bav,in cert:qin cases, and

The Roman

on speetd  orounds of expedieney ou poliey; the
state 1s now appealed to togrant dispensations, not
special but gererals not morely to exenmint idivid-
aals, n lzall'li('lllm' cnses, trom the obligaoon of the
Divine law, but to abrogate it. at least m some
[t is also worthy of note
that, by a most just Nemesis, the claitn which the
Roman pontiff made t a dispensing power, forced
those, who sustained hun in this clanm, when they
were jressed by the argument that man  cannet
possibly dispense with the laws of God, to take
refuge in the assertion that thiese laws. atter all,

were not divine.  This 1s not the only mstance m
doubtedly be renewed, to intraduce achange i which eeclesinsticnl usurpation las sought to main-

the marriage law of this conntry, must be regarded
by every telligent and  devout member  of our
Chareh, with deep regret andmost serious appre-
Weare thankinl to know  that the pro
posed change is regarded with the same feclings by
very many who do not belong to the Chwreh of
England: the sympathy and co-operation of such
persons is o be highly value | not only hecause
reverence tor the word and law of God must ever
be enpitled o the cordial approval ot all Christian
men, but also because a unity of sentiment and

'~ thair flocks by night, near the town of Bethlehem,
, bomts ty the same season of the vear: for had the
cevent o taken  place

carlier in  the autum,
cor  the  summer.

the  shepherds  with  then
| Hocks would have been further from the town thau

tiiey evidently were, and had it taken Place turther
o the winter, the flocks would not have heen i

-

“the fields at llight.

[t s also most fitting  that the  scason mnrked

cout by angels in the way which St. Luke deseribes

T s Gospel, such as had not been heard ol
,_.4-m‘lh sinee the ereation, <hould also he observed as

And then, also, the appearance
of the ungels to the shepherds who were watching

conviction ou this vital subjecet, between members
of different religious bodies, will go very far to
silence those, who would studiously misrepresent
(the opposition to any changes in the table of Pro-
hibited  Degrees, as proceeding from a narrow-
minded  ecclesiastical clique, devoted  to absolste [
prejudices, and antiquated  restrictions on b
freedom. The fact that such misrepresentation is
made, and much more the fact that it is aceeptedas a
correet view of the case, indicates great ICnorance
of the course which the Chinreh of Eugland  took
on this subject at the time of the Reformation.  1f
this course  were

('1»1'1‘('1.‘11)‘ understood. it can

scarcely be buagined, that very wany. who 118ess

would <ull Lie recarded
.

b

tain itsclf at the cost of denying the authority of
Divine laws.

[t was not then for ceclesinstieal law, as distin-
guished from law Divine, that the Chureh of Eng-
land coniendedat the Reformation: on the contrary
she ““”.(1]” Lo "l‘ing the law ot the ehnreh mto striet
accordance with the law of God, partly by abrogat-
ing human additions to the divine law, which she
justly: reanrded as nnwwrantable restiictions of
social freedow, but chiefly by utterly Jisaltlowing

those tmoral dispensations, by which®society had
been corvupted and the Church of God disgraced.

[t might well have been supposed that e pursu-

ing this righteous and noble conrse, and i thus
returning into the plain andsate paths of ohedience,
the Chureh of England weuald not only have secur-

«d the sympathies of her people at the uine, but
with reverenee hy her
hildren. as having carvefully  sceparated, for then

™S . . y vl
akos, between the sure work of  Gaod, and the vain

traditions, by which it had bean cithier corrnpted ol
< made of vone efleet.

The document from whieh we have qlwl('tl above

3 — = ) v
proceeds to state all those pomnts for which we nov

1st..

contend, and which are so recklessly assailed.




