
MO-1 IX)MINK>N CUrRCHMAN.

I lie Church throiigli- 
,v <;ini lu lutvv insti- 
iiiivtitiid I lie dn\ b\ 

then first revealing His human nature to the eves 
..I' mankind. The holy nog. Is recognized its sojm- 
riitioii forever as a day ot days, when they pro- 
elainied t!:e glory that was then offered to (iod in 
tlie Highest Heaveii hv the restoration ot perfect

; uir,nice on earth, as had lu en predicted hy the a time ot festive gladness h\
prophet Malachi. In answer to a question to that out the world. ( hrist max 
effect, he denied that he was the prophet Elijah I tut-d the festival wlun He 
himself, and gave no satisfaction to any intimation 
of his being the personage Malachi really intend 
ed. The Lord, however, told the people expressly 
:ii it if they would receive it. St. John the Baptist 
w.i . tim 1 dins that was to come. But it is m , 
without reason that many eminent men have be­
lieved that a more literal fulfilment ot Malachi - 
prophecy is yet in the dim and distant future : and 
that Elijah the prophet will himself personally ap­
pear before the second advent of Messiah. 1 niis- 
nnich as the Lord has shown that a sufficient ful­
filment of the prophecy has already taken place,
W" cun only point to it more literal fulfilment as. at 
the most, a probability.

ht. John the Baptist’s preaching was of a clmr- 
avi r to prepare the men of that day for a reception 
oiChrist. But his mission was not to that age only.

1 he subject of his preaching, Repentance, is that 
which, in every age, is essential to a reception of 
Christ as,i '.saviour. And thus he answered in his 

ilie declaration lie made, 1

o he ardent admirers of the lietormation, and t< 
entertain a profound îvwrence fi>r those wlm took

1, tina distinguish, d piU't in it. should ov •!_ ,,, ,' ■ iu*\ jtx-e,
Iittet'lv indifferent, or actively hostile to ,one pof.
tion. and that no important portion of the wt,^ 
which was at that time achieved by miv ltefurmeis 
In the reign of Henrx YIN. the English t'liurc]‘ 
and state united to correct flagrant abuses in re 

anliood in the Virgin-horn Jesus; and the pear, |ff'<s't of marriage. I,y which tin moral sense of
it intention manknul had long been outraged. The great aim 

of our Reformer was to make the laws of England

mo a- h Mill
tin \ ne ot one crying in tin*wilderness. •• Make 
- mlent tlicway of the Lord;" and wlun they 

a A d liini if he were not Elijah himself, nor the 
V ins:, neither that / , whv he should pre­
sume to administer a baptism which might seem to 
initiate into n new religion, he ^explained that his 
baptism was the merest symbol of that ropentane" 
wlecli was licet ssary for all men ; that it differed 
i has m its very essence from a Christian sacra- 
m ut, watch is a means of grace ; that lie was to he 
t Mowed by One Who would succeed him in the 
orh.r of human life, but Who has existed 
wan he had no existence. The Huh 
Oh st had taught him Wlm Jesus was. His

m
that was brought among men ot uprig 
on earth, through the reunion ol their nature to 
< rod. The entire universe has -inee proclaimed it 
a-, the -angle point of I list on in which every age. 
everv country, e\ii\ man that « \< r lived, has an 
inter, st. All the pages of inspiration point to the 
birth of our Eord as tin central point on w hich 
everything there recorded turns. X multitude ot 
important changes has taken place on even | art 
of the earth's ext inh'd surface. Kings, empires 
and vast regions have flourished and passed away: 
hut as far as x\e are concerned n.i the present day. 
if is extremely difficult to discover in what wax wc 
are, in any respect, affected hy the result, although 
past generations were influenced hy these events to 
a large extent. But the astonishing event which 
we commemorate mi Christ mas Day is one the 
interest of which i< universal ind unlading. We 
arc as much concerned in it as were the shepherds 
of Bethlehem, and infinitely more so than the 
shepherds themselves were aware of; audit will

in this momentous point, at one with the law of 
(dad. In the attempted ‘Reformation of the eccle­
siastical law s. which wasthc work oft ra innercliiefllv 
during tlm reign ot Henry \ 111. and Edward VI 
we find i He (iradibiis in Matrimoiim pr.ddbitisCap 
:t I the Hivine law on the subject recognized as 
contained in the iSth and 20th chapters of Leviti­
cus. and this law affirmed “to he binding on its 
and mi all mir posterity.' 11 i- then stall'd that 
•• the precepts contained in those chapters are not 
peculiar to the Jewish commonwealth ias certain 
persons dream I. hut have the same weight of au­
thority. which our religion assigns to the Decalogue 
so that no human power van ordain anything in 
any wise contrary to them. Be it observed ton 
that, in these days the • human power which had 
made this presumptuous attempt, was not the civil, 
hut till ni hsiii-itirnl power. i' el' the document 
continues thus. “ Tin ix f< .re the lh>mnu pontiff is 

be of as much importance to the last gen-.ration of ffuihy ot impiety in arrogating to himself this
men that shall live on earth as it is to ourselves. 
In the 1 iiit:i of Christ, earth was reunited to heaven, 
and both were made one kingdom of the Divinity 
as they were at the first creation. In that event, 
One appeared. Who as ! 1 is own single person was 
hod, belonging t i lionv\n, and Man, belonging to 
Earth. 1 he event has formed the centre of hu­
man history : the point of time to which all{t business from that moment forward was to f a-get

| himself, to point to the Lamb of God, Who should, the past ages hud; forward and to which all suc- 
take away tile sin of the world ; and when, at a iveeding ages look back. Beyond the immediate 
lutvr date, some ot John's disciples complained I influence of the Church, therefore, Christmas giad-
thnt Jesus baptised, and that all men were flock- ! nes is rcllectcd in the world around. Cnit v and, particulars, altogether. It is also worthy of note
mg to him, the Baptist answered that this was as it 
should he. He was not the bridegroom of the Church 
of the future. He was the Bridegroom’s friend, 
vrhoso business it wot to make all things 

i ready for the bridal procession, to rejoice in the 
| joy of another, and to disappear when lie lmd ful- 
« filled his mission ; and so it was a simple an- 
i nouncement of a tact, when lie said,—“He must 

hut I must decrease. \\ hen the sun

fellowship, happiness and peace belong especially 
to this happy season, and are universally recog­
nized in connection with it.

T
.• increase,.j

arose the morning star had done its work of usherin 
in the dav

THE MAllIUAUE LAW.
HE attempt which has been made, and will ua­

di mbtcdly he renewed, to introduce a change in 
the marriage law of this country, must he regarded 
by every intelligent and devout member of our 
Church, with deep regret and most serious appre­
hension . We are thankiul to know that the pro 
posed change is regarded with the same feelings by 
very many who do not belong to the Church of 
England ; the sympathy and co-operation of such 

of December was the dav of persons is to he highly value , not only because
reverence tor the word and law of God must ever 
he entitled to the cordial approval of all Christian 
men, hut also because a unity of sentiment and 
conviction on this vital subject, between members 
ol different religious bodies, will go verv far to 
silence those, who would studiously misrepresent 
the opposition to any changes in the table of Rro-

ciiiustmas day.
\ '"INHERE is no reason for doubting that the 
J JL 25th day ' Tx
, Christ s nativity. There is the fact that about a 

• hundred years after the death of St. John, this was 
; tfif‘ received date of the Incarnation of the Redccm- 

i, ei of the world. And then, also, the appearance 
of the angels to the shepherds who were watching 

1 their flocks by night, near the town of Bethlehem,
\ points tv the same season of the year; for had the
(e\\nt taken place earlier in the autumn,jiiihited Degrees, as proceeding from 
,<>r the summer, the shepherd 
\ d-x-ks would have been further from the town than 
.1 ,ll0.v evidently w.-rc, and had it taken place further 

"ii in the winter, the flocks would not have la 
the fields at night.

; ll ls «Iso most fitting that the sen son marked 
: mu hy angels in the way which St. Cuke describes 
I m Ins Gospel, such as had not been heard on 
. earth since the creation, should also he observed

power ; and they grievously wound their own con­
sciences whii seek, litlier from the Roman pontiff, 
or from any . other per- m. -uvh dispensations iks 
they call them i in this matter. ’

The Roman Catholic Church then effected to 
dispense with the Divine lav., in certain cases, and 
on special grounds ot expediency <,n policy; the 
state is now appealed to to grant dispensations, not 
special hut general • not nn rely to exeinnt individ­
uals, in particular eases, from the obligation of the 
Divine law, but to abrogate it. at least m some

that, by a most just Nemesis, the claim which the 
Roman pontiff made to a dispensing power, forced 
those, who sustained him in this claim, when they 
were pressed l>\ the argument that man cannot 
possibly dispense with the laws of God, to take 
refuge in the assertion that these laws, after all. 
were not divine. This is not the only instance in 
which ecclesiastical usurpation has sought to main­
tain itself at the cost of denying the authority oi 
Divine laws.

It was not then fur ecclesiastical laxx. as distin­
guished from law Divine, that the Church of Eng­
land contended at the Reformation ; un the contrary 
she sought to bring the law of l lie church into strict 
accordance with the law of God, partly by abrogat­
ing human additions to the divine laxx, which she 
justly regarded as unwarrantable restrictions of 
social freedom, but chiefly by utterly disallowing 
those immoral dispensations, by w hielf society had 
been ex erupted and the Church of God disgraced.

It might well have been supposed that in pursu­
ing this righteous and noble course, and in tlius 
returning into the plain and sale paths of obedience, 
the Church of England would not onlv have secur­

ed! in

Its

would still he regarded with reverence by hei 
children, as having carefully separated, tor then

a narrow
s With their|minded ecclesiastical clique, devoted to obsolste ed the sympathies" of her people at the lime, hilt 

prejudices, and antiquated restrictions on human 
freedom. 1 lie tact that such misrepresentation is 
made, and much more the fact that it is accepted a- a 
correct view ot the ease, indicates great ignorance 
of the course which the Church of England took 
on tins subject at the time of the Reformation. If 
this course were correctly understood, it can 
scarcely he imagined, that very many, who piffess

sales, he!ween the sure work of tied, and the vain 
traditions, by which it lindbei n either corrupted oi 
made of none effect.

The document from which we have quoted above 
proceeds to state all those points for which we now 
contend, and which are so recklessly assailed- ls*“
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