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| STABAT MATER.

The appreciation of the famous ora-
torio of Rossini as rendered recently in
Temperance Hall, manifested by the

$2 PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE | elite of the community, was greatly to

POSTAGE PREPAID. -
Havi 1 and increasing circulation in Nova
Minv,‘ng':w'"g:uu;wick, Prince Edward Island,
Newfoundland and Bermuda,

48 an ADVERTISING MEDIUM 1T HAS NO EQUAL |

in these Provinces.
Rev. 8. ROSE, Methodist Book Room, Toronto,
is Agent for this paper. '

.i# \ll Wesleyan Ministers are Agents. |

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 1876.

Tue following telegram, dated ?osto-n,
from the Editor, we have received just in
time before going to press :—

« Reception of delegates from the Gen-
eral Conference of Canada. Rev. Jobn A.
Williams and John McDonald, Esq,. took
place yesterday ; the Conference welcome
was most enthusiastic, several gathered
around them with congratulations. Con-
ference as yet only fairly at work; but,
already, several exciting questions are up.
Changes in Western Book Concern ; alsp,
a separation of white and colored races in
Conference. Will be at Louisville on Sat-
urday, on way to Toronto.”

A. W. NicoLson.

THE CHURCHMANSHIP OF
JOHN WESLEY.

The New York Church Journal/in a
recent number, publishes the protest of
a Dr. Thompson, against the phrase
« driven out of the church,” as applied
to John Wesley and his immediate ad-
herents. He claims that Wesley was
never “driven out.” He regards the
plira.se as a libel upon the church, and
2also as a libel upon the founder of
Methodism. He not only contends
that John Wesley never left the Church
of England, but that all “ Wesley’s true
followers are in the Church still.”

We have become accustomed to cer-
tain assumptions, of somewhat magni-
ficent pretensions, in regard to the
churchmanship of John Wesley, but
the claim urged on behalf of “ Wesley’s
true followers in the church still” has
the advantage of novelty; and it is also
a question of present practical import-
ance. ’

The fact is Mr, Wesley never intend-
ed to separate from the church. But
his theory and practice were always in
conflict. -To use the apt illustration of
Dr. Beaumont, the founder of Metho-
dism was like a man in a boat upon the
river, with his face to the pier, looking
constantly towards it, but with every
stroke of the oar drifting farther and
farther away from it. What Methodism
is to-day in ecclesiastical type and or-
ganization, in hymnology and itiner-
ancy, in doctrine and discipline, in
means of grace, and in modes of work,
it was, in all essential elements and out-
lines, at the death of its venerable foun-
‘der. It was not John Wesley’s church-
manship, but his Methodism, the
administration ¢f a grand spiritual
movement, upon which the impress of
his religious character was deeply
stamped,extending over a period of near-
ly half a century, which, according to
Buckley, made him the “greatest of ec-
clesiastical legislators,” and though
which, according to Lord Macaulay, he
evinced “ a genius for government not
inferior to Richelieu.”

The paragraph of protest against tae
phrase in question contains acknow-
ledgement of Methodism as an estab-

lished fact, challenging respeetful recog-
nition in Mr. Wesley’s life. “ What-
ever opposition,” it is said, “ the
Wesleys and their peculiar methods
had met with in the beginning, they
had long outgrown. Bishops, and pro-
minent clergymen, wealthy and promi-
nent laymen, were in numbers friendly
to the Wesleys and their work long
before John Wesley’s death.”

Had there been the same manifesta-
tion of friendly feeling forty years
earlier, and corresponding effort to
meet the necessities of thousands of
converted souls, the work of the great
evangelists of the last century would,
in all probability, have been absorbed
and kept within the pale of the National |
Church, and Methodism, as a distinct
organization, would not have existed.
This doubtless the Wesleys would have
preferred, for they never showed any
ambition to rank as the founders of a |
new sect. . !

The personal preferences of the hon-
oured men who were used as instru-
ments in the Providence of God, for
the development and organization of
a new movement, are of no moment
whatever to intelligent and earnest
Methodists of to-day. The question is
not, What was the character of John
Wesley’s churchmanship ? but, How
far does Methodism as a branch of the
Church of Christ harmonize in all
essential things with the church of the
apostles and with the Christianity of
the New Testament ? '

| the credit of the city: and shews that
lenterta.inmentn may be arranged com-
bining the noblest and purest elements
needed for gratification of cultured and
refined taste and feeling which will
command sufficient patronage and

| which shall meet with adequate recog-
| nition.

Apart from the beauty and power of
the oratorio the great hymn of the La-
tin Church, the Stabat Mater, has a
deep and special interest. The Thir-
teenth Century was not favorable to the
composition of immortal hymns. Just
as the statue of Memnon at Thebes,
on the banks of the Nile is said to have
remained silent and impassive, while
the cold deep stadows of night rested
upon it; and only, when struck by the
first bright light, the marble breathed
and gave forth its mystic harmonies
of sound; so in the days of dark-
ness and spiritual declension the
Church was mute and her lips
were sealed. The controlling in-
fluence of the age was mainly a proud
and powerful ecclesiastical despotism,
and there was therefore comparatively
little of the spontaneity and fervour
of spiritual life which demand ex-
pression in hymns of praise.

And yet to this Mediweval period of
the Church we are indebted for two
hymns, Dies Ire and the Stabat Mater
Dolerosa, which have cloven their way
to the very heart of Christianity and
which have enriched, by their almost
unrivalled strain, the one of grandeur
and the other of tenderness, the worship
of the sanctuary in every succeeding
century down to our own time. A fine
rendering of the Dies Ire with its state-
ly but simple metre, triple rhyme, ma-
jestic harmonyund almostoverwhelm-
ing grandeur of theme, by Dr. Irons
from Thomas di Celano, is contained in
the new Wesleyan Hymn Book, and
will be available for congregational
worship in the Churches of British Me-
thodism. We give the first stanza:—

“ Day of wrath! O day of mourning !
See fulfilled the Kroph(-t warning !
Heaven and earth to ashes burning !

The Stabat Mater which in tenderness
and exquisite pathos ranks amongst
the most treasured hymns of the whole
Church of God, belongs also to the same
Medieval period—the 13th Century.
The following lines, the opening stanza
of an excellent version, will give some
idea of this celebrated hymn of the
middle ages. The author of the Stabat
Mater is said to have been Jacobus de
Bendictus and the rendering is by Lord
Lindsay : —

“By the cross sad vigil keeping
Stood the mournful mother weeping,
While on it the Saviour hung;
In that hour of deep distress

Pierced the sword of bitterness
Through her heart with sorrow wrung.”

THE ROYAL TITLE.

What is in a name? A great deal
we should say judging from the excite-
ment produced by the proclamation of
Victoria, Qneen and Empress. When
the name of Victoria was first mention-
ed in the Imperial Parliament, an hono-
rable member objected to the name of
the Princess, who might one day sway
thesceptre of the British Empire. Capti-
vated by the memories and traditions of
the “spacious times of great Elizabeth”
he expressed his preference for the name
Elizabeth or one of a class, common to
and popular with the English people.
The Chancellor, Lord Althorpe, did not
treat the proposal with much of defer-
ence; but expressed a bope that the
name of Victoria would in time become
one of the most glorious in British his-
tory. We need not say how far that
hope has been realized. In the full

upon the throne, the noble qualities of
Victoria bave only became more conspi-

queens., During the discussion in par-
liament the pledge of tke Premier
was given that the proposed title

“Empress of India,” should only be |

assumed by Her Majesty in the gov-
ernment of her Eastern Empire. Even
in relation to India, Mr. Gladstone con-
tends _that, in its correct historical
and classical sense,” the title Impera-
tor belongs to the conqueror Clive and
“never should be tacked to the crown
of the eminently humane and august
lady who reigns over this realm.”

But on the ground, that notwith-
standing the previous pledge of the
Premier the Proclamation contains no

ern style and title in English legislation
and procedure, the charge of breaking
faith with parliament and people is to

be preferred against the brilliant but
erratic Disraeli and his government. |

The discussion in Parliament is like- |
| a recent meeting of Sunday school

ly to be close and exciting. Notwith-
standing the glamour which the great
Parliamentary Leader throws around
questions of statemanship with which
he deals the movement his evoked a

deeper dissat:sfaction in the various

ranks of English Society than for many
years has been witnessed.

There is an inverate dislike to any

tampering with established institutions
and there is a deep-seated feeling, in
which we confess to a very’genuine sym-
pathy that the “solid gold of the time-
consecrated crown of England’s mon-
arché.does not require the factitious
and tawdry lustre conferred by this
modern shallow gilding.”

AN ORIENTAL UNIVERSITY.

An article in the St. John Telegraph,
furnishing some facts in regard to the
University of Calcutta has deservedly at-
tracted attention. Following the dis-
cassion of University organization and
administration in Nova Scotia, and the
creation, by recent legislation, of the
“ University of Halifax,” with examin-
ing and degree-conferring powers, the
facts in relation to the Calcutta Univer-
sity with its four Faculties of arts, law,
medicine, and-engineering, and its vari-
ous affiliated institufions, are exceed-
ingly apposite.

“The University of Calcutta,” says the Tele-
graph, * was founded in 1857, nearly twenty years
ago, during the dark days of the terrible Sepoy re-
bellion. i’ot certainly an auspicious time for the
ercanization of such an institution. Like the Uni-
versity of London, it is non-teaching, but exercises
a controllirg superintendence over affiliated colleges
and preparatory schools scattered throughout the
country. This system, popularly known as the
paper University system, has succeeded admirably
in London and Calcutta; and this fact should be a
great spur to the friends of the new “ University of
Halifax”’ to make that University, fashioned after
the same model, a similar success. In the Calcutta
University, we find that the Governor General is ex
officio, Chancellor, and he and a Vice Chancellor,
with thirty or more FELLOWS, compose a SENATE,
having the entire control and superintendence of
the affairs of the University. The University re-
ceives candidates for matriculation from 270 differ-
ent schools, in which are annually taught 40,000
pupils.  I'hese schools are the great feeders of the
affiliated colleges which send up students for de-
grees to the University. This year (1876) about
2,400 young men applied for admission as matricu-
lants, and 300 presented themselves for the Bache-

lor’s degree.

The adaptation of what is now popu-
larly known as the “Paper University
System,” to all the conditions and exi-
gencies of educational work, cannot fail
to deepen the impression of its value.
Oxford University, with all its resources
of wealth and prestige of rank and
learning, and London University, with
its head quarters at Burlington House,
and its affiliated denominational col-
leges all over the realm, are examples
of the practical operation and of the
possibilities of the paper or examining
Universitv. The main distinction be-
tweenOxford andLondon seems to be that
the one is ancient and the other modern
—the one in close relation to the Na-
tional Church, the other existing large-
ly for the benefit of Nonconformists—
the one munificently endowed, the other
the result of voluntary contributions to
educational work—the one having its
colleges grouped together and the other
being distributed through the land—
chiefly in the populous centres. In
neither case do the students know any
thing of the University, a corporate
body with examining powers, as dis-
_)iuét form the college in which they
study, except when presenting them-
selves for the prescribed examinations.

Very different are the conditions of!

culture and educational work in British

blaze of the light that “ beats fiercely” |

cious and commanding; and she has |
loug been honored as the queenliest ofall |

India, and there the assured and estab-
lished success of the Calcutta Univer-

‘sity affords evidence of the utility of |
In affiliation are | hope however that all other addresses
government schools and colleges, and |
| the various institutions of learning | turn. Wedo not wish to « compromise”
founded and supported by the several |
| denominations and missionary societies. |
| “ The colleges,” we are told, “ represent |
' all phases of religious faith—Mahom.- !
| medan, Hindoo, Roman Catholic, and
The Universities of Bom.- |

an examining board.

Protestant.
bay and Madras, upon the same model,
are likewise doing a great and far reach.
ing work for British India.”

It is not too much to hope that a
University system which meets the re-
quirementsg of the English nation,—
which unifies and elevates the educa-
tional operations of the many nations,

may furnish the solution of a confess-

edly perplexing problem, not only for
this Province, but for the whole

guarantee against the use of the East- | Dominion of Canada.

METHODS OF TEACHING: ANA.-
LYTICAL.

The question of methods in teaching
was amongst the subjects discussed at

workers. The subject is of great im-
portance. Without approved method
the teacher in the Sunday school can
gcarcely hope to become effective. Of
several methods which might be recom-
mended one of the best is that known
as the analytical. It comprises four dis-
tinct elements.

1. The verbal element: words and
phrases in their ordinary English sense
or in their specific Biblical meaning.

2. The historical element: in the les-
son—names, facts, dates, places, per-
sons and allusions to events sacred or
secular, past or contemporaneous.

3. The doctrinal element, that which
is propounded for belief; the teaching
of the lesson in relation to saivation.

4. The practical element : that which
relates to duty, comprised in the first
and great commandment, having to do
with divine obligutions, and te the sec-
ond comnrandment having to do with
human interests. As one of the most
valuable hand books for the teacher we
recommend Farrar’s Bible Dictionary—
worth its weight in gold.

CHALLENGE.

Some expressions used in a
valedictory address at the recent Dal-
house Convocation, in which the study
of Greek and Latin in Acadia College
were alluded to in a disparaging style,
have led to a challenge from the stu-
dents of Acadia. They propose a com-
petition in Latin, between the two col-
leges. With more of valor than of pru-
dence, perhaps—though in other re-
spects the terms proposed are sueh as
could not be fairly objected to—they
are ready to entrust the honor and fair
fame of their Alma Mater to the keep-
ing of four members of their Freshman
Class, in contention with an equal num-
ber of graduates from Dalhousie. The
students of the Metropolitan College
are scattered, and nothing at present is
likely to come of the challenge. If re-
newed, at a more convenient season, the
conditions ought to be somewhat chang-
ed, and the competitors made to feel
that they enter the arena fairly and
honorably matched ! Then the chival-
rous valedictorian of Dalhousie and his
select supporters, as they mingle in the

fray, will be nerved to strenuous effort.

And the stern joy that warriors feel,
In foemen worthy of their steel.”

YARMOUTH.

The esteemed favor of our Yarmouth
correspondent to whom we arc indebt-
ed for the communication published in
another column, and whom we have
known as a faithful helper in Christian
work, we cordially welcome. The in-
sertion of the address and golden testi-
monial, creditable alike to ecircuit and
pastor, gives us genuine pleasure, com-
ing as it does from a charge rich in plea-
sant memories. It may not be out of
place to intimate that at the late meet-
ing of the General Committee, Bro.
Nicholson was placed under restrictions
in regard to circuit addresses. They
were not to be published in the Wes-
LEYAN. Forthe time being the present
occupant of the editorial chair is altoge-
ther as the editor, charged with respon-
sbility except these bonds. We acknow-

tongues, creeds, and sects of India— !

ledge nosuch restrictions. The communi-

| cation finds its way to the readers of the

WESLEYAN in its original form. We
may be kept over unti] the Editor’s re-

the office.

CONTINGENT FUND.

The Rev. Wm. McCarty, chairman of

|
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| the weak, to save the lost, to dri
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(of the land. Where Christian
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| score years. The safeguard of 4 y;
| and active benevolence, as wel] &avth
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Life becomes unspeakably preciouI;el:
cause recognized as the gift of Goq d
the purchase of Jesus Chrigt 'R
helpless infant is felt to be an hejr :‘
eternity. About the feeblest anq t](:
most forlorn the Lord Jesus bag mde
“ Take heed that ye offend not one f
| these little ones.” He has saig "‘[:
' asmuch as ye have done iv uuto ’one o}

ve
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me.” In the eye o! the Christian in.
 fant murder is peculiarly horrib]ca,n i?o
provocation can be pled in excuge .
no sudden outburst of passion ean
palliate the foul deed. The babes
very weakness should be its invulner.
ble shield. We know the value oy
{ Divine Master set upon little children .
and every disciple’s heart responds to
the thought and word of his Lord.

No wonder then that the tales of hop.
ror which have come from the Grey
Nuns Hospital of Montreal have sent 3
thrill of anguish and distress t.hrough
every feeliing bosom. The records of
the Grey Nuns alone show beyond dis.
pute that over three hundred and fifty
babes have been foully dealt with in or
near Montreal in one year! It is s
horrible statement, but it can be clearly
made out—it is even admitted. At leagt
470 of 1the 700 odd received into the
hospital should have been suved, and
would have been saved under a proper
system of management. But instead
of that the number actually saved was
about 80 ; 80 instead of 470!

The Grey Nuns are not mainly pe-
sponsible ior this unspeakably awful
“ slaughter of the innocents.” The un.
natural and wicked fathers and mothers
are primarily responsible. Dr. Hing-
ston states that many of the infantsare
so abused before reaching the hospital
that they are nearly dead. Still the
system pursued by the Grey Nuns is
radically bad. All experience showsit
to be impossible to do justice to the
children if the mothers are ignored, and

about the mothers.

We are sorry to say that the murder
of children prevails nearer home than
Montreal. Instances occur from month
to month of babies being found dead—
killed in out of the way places, in this
city and throughout the country. There
18 nothing rarer than the followingup
of such murders with condigu punish-
ment. Then “Baby Farming” is vir
tually a form of slow murder. To hand
over two or three babies to a decrepit
old woman who is receiving aid as s
pauper, is to hand them over to certain
d=ath. To encourage a mother to give
up her child when it is but a month
or two old, is to encourage her te commit
infanticide, for she takes a very sure
way cof killing her babe when she with-
draws from it the nourishmeat God has
provided. In Montreal respectable peor
ple, members of Churches, will allow
(or rather persuade) girls to give up
their babes and enter on domestic ser-
vice. A case is related of a lady who
induced her cook to send her baby to
be ¢ farmed” in order that the cook
might return to her service. The result
was the speedy death of the child. The
lady’s conscience smote her, and she
imagined that the mfant’s blood was
ever dripping from her own and ber
cook’s fingers and mingling with the
fool she had to eat! Her imagination
trod very closely upon the reality.

Christians need, it seems to be Ie-
minded that children are the Lord’s
heritage, and that to care for them 18
one of the first duties of Christian so-
‘ciety. Ourown chiidren have of coursé
the first claim upon us—we must car
for their souls and bodics. But we daré
not neglect the offspiing of the belp-
less poor, or the little ones whose birth
is a birth of shame, and whose lives ar¢
regarded by their lawless parents as3
curse. No: we must not, at the pefil
of our souls, neglect these. It ¥
Christlike to rescuc the perishing. I
is devil-like-to trample on the weak, of
to pass by on the “other side” 8¢
say, “ Am I that little one’s keeper?
Foundling Hospitals like that of the
Grey Nuns are an unmitigated evilas
a horror. But ** homes” concucted ke
the Montreal Protestant Iufants Home
where three out of every four
were saved, are worthy of every €OF”
| dence and support. The one is CO%
' ducted on rational and Christian priocs
| ples; of the other it is enough to re¢
| the dismal figures we have quoted, The

Sackville District asks that attention be | Halifax Infants’ Home, we are §
called to the fact that on page 120 on | learn,ismodelled onthe Moutreal Homé

Book of Discipline it is ordered that | and the results are similar.

It is s o1

| dit to Christian communities ¥ bave

all special claims on Contingent Fund |
or for aid of circuits must pass the May |
Quarterly Meeting signed by the Re-J
cording Secretary, and recommended
by the District Minutes. He specially
desires the brethren not to overlook this
order,

| the outcast or saving the weak an

institution?
spirit.

d helpr

less. There is deepdyed guiltluPo':h:
people that shut their cyes a.gﬂ-lm‘a"
ery of helpless infancy, and that
not to avenge innocent blood.

flourishing among them
which are conducted in the
the Gospel for the purpose of

pPower tq shielg :

| the least of these ve have done it unto.
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