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Jurking dread that, if they gave in to
His great power too much or too openly,
it mizht somehow eneroach unwarrant-
ably upon their dignity, theirintegrity
of private judgment, their rights as
human beings, 1 do not say this in
the way of a sneer, but hecause it is
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of . i his own part, and with

of interpretation on
denied that it existed anywhere, still
preached his own views or opinions
with an absoluteness which, in fact,
presumed his infallibility. And he so
preached to men and women in the
pews who, also disclaiming infallibility
on their part, made themselves practi-
cally infallible by rejecting or aceept-
ing what he said, in a spirit of abso-
luteness equal to his and at their own
pleasure.

The Bible was the one rule of faith,
and was admitted to be infalliable.
But there was 1.0 acknowledged rule or
of interpreting it. Any one

rop, to state my reasons for becoming
a Catholic, 1 will try to do so, although
it is not easy to set them down in few
words.  Brevity sometimes appears to
leave gaps in the line of thought, which
are not intentional and do not really
exist in the writer’s mind. Besides,
there is a vast number of crities who,
upon this particular subject of belief,
geem actually to seek and prefer mis-
understanding  rather than fair com-
prehension or comparison of views.
What I am about to write is neither an
apology mor & challenge. It is
merely a short record made in good
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In the Churches of man I found, at

lible rule amount to when ther

tant Episcopal conununion, as a boy of
fifteen 1 drew much good from it.
Yet, from the fivst, 1 was troubled by
the diftienlty  which Anglicans and

adherent of,
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eral belief in one intelligent God, and
a ceneral belief in Christ, with great
variety of views to His relation
vard God and man.  On the nega-
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historical details which, at the best,
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of certainty as to interpreting  the

assiumed infallible rule of faith. I had

vears
appeared to me the shortcomings and
inconsistencies  of Episcopalianism
beeame still more oppressive. It was
3 a gentlemanly, cool, respectable form
! of religion : but with all its apostolic
claims, it somehow did not disclose in
itself the great, over-growing spirigof

ally accuse

that 1 confess 1 clung to an a priori
conclusion that it would be even less
able than these other religious bodies
to supply anything satisfactory to the
mind and heart; although I meant
some day to investigate it, since a man
should look into everything if he
wishes to be well informed.
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treated His mother, the Blessed Virgin,
with a chilliness approaching disdain,
that gave me shame for it and myself,
and even cast a sort of shame upon her.
It confessed the communion of saints :
vet that communion was practically as
dead to it as the saints themselves
were in a physical sense. To some
extent, the High Church made up tor
the deficiencies of the Low by a cer-

certainly is interestin But it ap-
peared to me very much like a squirrel's
rotary eage, in which the captive, by
incessant industry, may travel seem-
ingly an endless number of miles, vet
arrive nowhere, and will find himself
at last cooped exactly in the place from
which he started. With the progress
of modern natural seience I sympathize
intensely now, as Idid during the long

to obtain,
they
Church, i
function t
and lead
Christ ¢ t

If God made and loves the stars, surcly

or privately, 1 listened to always with
much  attentiveness  and will.

us \wwr<~~|mmh~|m« between the
they have

nm
aond

whole and the parts.  Methodists, :
I and  Presbyterians 1 had Huxley said once, during a conversa endure tl
known well for a long while before tion in which I ventured rather actively Church «
baptism and confirmation. 1 had to combat his view, that he believed in | 8¢t (h“”'.
to their services innumerable coq malevolent God™: but I was totally cannot
hoard their expositions of doe unable !ll‘li.\l"!\t:l"‘llill any wholesome | more.
ti publicly and privately, and for or constructive faith, or even a sound | divinely
two  vears attended  a Proshyterian system of morais, could spring from And st
Sunday school and church But now, this belief. Then there is Tyndall, jown
when the Episcopalian faith and forms with his theorem that m.'nFf-x'.(-xvl\t:}i.lls :
and general position continued to seem *the promise ”“’) potencey _"‘ all life ; | tion, tu
s0 inadequate, | revisited tfrom time to ””'.l o 1”""“‘"\ it does, of all the life Lo we
time some of these other organizations, \\‘Im‘h we can see with the human eye. |
hoping il that, with further exper But where does matter come from? :‘l‘ﬁk‘“ :‘\
ace can
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potency 2 On the other hand, the late
Professor Asa Gray, perhaps,
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of his generation, published a mono-
graph in which he reconciled the
Darwinian theory with the generally
received Biblical account of the crea-
tion. John Fiske, the brilliant Amer-
ican expositor of Herbert Spencer, has
issued two remarkable little books on
«The Destiny of Man™ and “The
ldea of God,” wherein he develops
from natural science and sociological join wi
study a distinetly religious conception, | tyranny
ending with these words @ ** The ever
lasting Source of phenomena is none
otherwise than the Power that makes
Thou canst not by
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and by considerable thought, 1
m vot see in them some outline of
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the case has a right to expoct. 1 even
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. very partial, and far from fulfilling
the idea of a universal Church.  Yet 1
thought that, if 1 could find in any one
of them that which I would have been
glad to see namely, a serene ardor,
4 sincere humiliation, a true devotion
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Professor J. H. Thayer, of o

Attitude Toward the Bible,” in which
he pointed out that the Scriptures were
not originally the chief source of spirit- | li
u.nl light and life, and that the Church | a
lived for generations without them, be-
fore they were written and compiled.
The Church made the Bible, instead of | a
the Bible having made the Church.
This was heralded in some quarters as
in fact, the view which the Roman
holds to-day.
that the Bible, in view of its origin, |t
should be understood and used **inthe | i
light of history.” But where is theli
light of history, and what? Surely,
the Roman Catholic Church, which has | v

As to the right of the Roman Catholic
church to define the truth for Chris-
tendom, we come at once to the primacy
of Peter and of Rome as the centre of
authority, On this I shall not waste
words. Seripture texts which cannot
be explained away support the or nal
commission of Peter with much force,
but, still more, the early instances of
disputes referred to the Roman See,
and settled by it. It is, in part, a
question of historic detail, over which
men may wrangle till the end of time,
if they choose. But the gradual,
steady, enduring growth of the Roman

quarrelling about husks, while the lite
giving fruit is close at hand to be en
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| would reply as follows : Political cor
1| ruption, civil war, the shame of great
1| abuses like slavery, the possible or
actual seating in the presidential chair
of a man not really eleeted to the pre-
sidency of the United States all these
¢ | things do not and canuot absolve us
Americans from loyalty to the ideal
of our country. The citizen who, be-
cause of these things, real or imagined,
should renounce his allegiance to the
republic, would be universally de-
1 | nounced by the whole civilized race as
v | a coward. a traitor, and probably as
an arrant fool. Since this is the case,
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as regards one's love and loyalty
y | towards his country, one’s fidelity
should at least be quite as strong
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UNITES HIM WITH GOD

In the second place,

d

make four- 4
is equally falsein the invisible universe

ordinary

ldll‘ii'\ in this life.

He was at

joined with God.

our life and
the Harvard Divinity School, on the | Agnostics admit.
‘_.EOth of last April read tothe Universal- | ir
ist Club an essay on **The Change of | least, equal to the sum of its parts, and
contains all that is in them.
Power outside ourselves, which

ity.

in superlative degree,
sonality,
‘i the new view of the Bible ;" but it is, | Thus we have two persons of the Trin-
The Holy Spirit, It remains tome here to mention only
two other matters
and that of Papal Infallibility.

Indulgence is not a pardon for sin,

ity-
Catholic Church has always held and | as included in these two and emanat-
Professor Thayer urged | ing from them, is attested sufticiently.

the Church
asserts the Real Presence of Christ in

¢alse in visible nature,

explain infinite mysteries.
Yet, as we have to accept
yon formulas that swn up all

knowledgze, we have
cept formulas of extraordinary truth.
never would be able to
¢ at all or to perform our common
If we look at
ain with, simply as a man,
least the supreme man in

of Cl
ino

and act
our
50 1o

herwise, we
com

ente

wrist, to b

like

nan should be an infallible judge for |all that is hest. Theretore, being
. simself, Dr, Briggs, the Preshyterian, | supremely above the average wan, He | thei
practical | now attacks the Bible itself — which, | partook 4 shij
hitherto, was hllll'l(h(‘(l to be an unim- MORE OF THE DIVINE NATURE, thei
peachable rule of faith for Protestants | or God, than any other are
iewed in that way alone, He was con- chil

There is a Power
ourselves, which controls
all its conditions, as even
The greater must
The whole is, at

reater than
‘)l'?l

welude the less.
alse

The
Catho-
¢s and many others call God, includes
Il that we have. We possess personal-
Therefore, that greater power,

the

the

God, must pos s personality. Christ, | simplicity, beauty and strength of
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ng in the world. The Trimty of per- | is,
sons forming one God, nevertheless | th
omains a mystery. But it may he

know that they are all one with our
individual identity. And so each man
rries about, in his own body and soul | 1e
and mind—and in his instinet, reason
and will—a type of the Trinity. It
does not,
to apprehend the trinitarian mystery. | b
Now, then, the Catholic Church}s
brings Christ, our Lord, one with the|h
Father, actually present before us and | 4
to us in His Body and Blood, at Mass
and Communion. This, too,
tery, and cannot be grasped fully by | (
the ordinary But we
Christ’s explicit word for it which | <
the hundred various interprotations
:ululltml within some years atter Lath- ] ¢
reformation  cannot even  yetf]
obseure—and we have the tradition and
teaching of the Church. There is, |4
also, it we need to use it, an
train of analozy in physical science,
and in the general belief professed by
all Chris
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in all portions of His universe.
ing in our daily experience is more
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chemical changes which take place at
every turn, at every moment, when one
substance comes inocontact with an
other. when a liquid or a vapor is con
densed into a solid or a solid substance
is converted into gas, or

when bread
oar on being taken into
the mouth. These changes may b
defined, so far as we have heen able to

trace them : but they cannot he fully
explained.  They remain, largel
mysteries. We do not even ki

really what matter 1s, or what water
and clectricity are.  Yet all of us, who
admit the existence of God, say that He
is present in every part of His ereation,
and may or must be present, in some
way, in the very atimosphere around us
at any moment.  Why may He noi,
then, be realiy present as the actual yet
glorified body of His Son Jesus Christ,
in the Blessed Sacrament, under the
form of conscerated bread and wine?
It vou imagine anything else, yvou im-
gine something far more difficult, be-
cause it is vagueness and leads to noth-
ing. Emerson said, “To cat bread is
one thing, to love the precepts of Christ
and resolve to obey them, is quite an-

the Fucharist, which thus becomes a other.” True, so far as it goes. But
to | sacrament justified by His words liter- | Christ said, **Take, eat: ‘this is my
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1. | mere appearances of matter, and recog-
1, | nizing that God as Christ is pn-.\n-'m
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