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Of course, when I distingulsh heresy
‘before the Church from heresy before
God, I mean only heresy aé embodied
in persons. The Church can not know
men's hearts, but undoubtedly she
know the meaning of lsnguage,
undoubtedly every Roman Catholic 18
bound to belleve that sn authentic
condemnation by the Church of any

position a8 heretical is infallible.
1t is in such a cace certalnly heresy in
the sense of the words. What it may
be in the sense of the propounder, the
Church does not pretend certainly to
know. De secretis non judicat Eccle
sia ‘' (The Church judgeth not the
thoughts of the heart.") Like every
human tribunal, she acquits or con-
demns men according to the best evi-
dence before her. Even when she

condemns & proposition ‘“in

sense of the author,” she means,
can only mean, in the sense which, in
the connection, the words bear accord-
ing to thelr usual scceptation, and
which, therefore, the anthor must be
presumed to have intended. She does
not deny the possibility of eccentric
mental formations, in which words
would signify something very differ-
ent from what they do in common use.
Of such abetract possibilities she can
not be held bound to take account, or
her hands would be helplessly tled.
Yet she does not deny (what 1t would
be implety to deny) that God may
know what she does not know, and
may acquit a man of heresy whom she
has condemned, and warrantably con-

demned.

Indeed, an undoubted Catholle
might utter heresy, out of pure ignor:
ance. For instance, 8ays Bellarmine,
an honest rustic, in & fit of unadvised
zeal, might undertake to expound the
doctrine of the Trinity to an unbe-
llever, and might, in his simplicity,
confound the Persons or divide the
Substance. His notions would be un-
doubted heresy, yet a8 he would not
bave a thought of contradicting the
Church, he would only bring on him-
gelf an admonition not to meddle in
matters too high for him. It is aston
1shing (see H. C. Les) what wild pro-
positions the Spanish Inquisition
passed over as of no account, because
it was convinced that the parties
could not have meant them heretic-
ally, or else were more Or less off their

heads.

Protestants often view the Church
of Rome as ever grimly on the watch
for heresies and heretics within her
bounds. They ought now and then to
take a turn, and charge her with
]amentable negligence in the matter.
Doubtless there have been times and
regions in which the one thing was
true, and times and regions in which
the other was. She would probably
say, with an amused smile : ‘' You
have proved irrefragably each of your

two contradictory allegations.

obliged to you for making it so evi-
dent that on the whole I have kept 80

well in the middle.”

Naturally a small body is more ex
posed to the vice of heresy hunting
than a large. I am afraid that my
beloved Presbyterians are just now, in
our country, ylelding to this tem
tion. The Free Baptist body, though
little, 18 & remarkable instance of &
denomination which, by discreet for-
bearance, saw Unitarian leanings in-

tirely die out within it.

Even where propositions have been
pronounced heresy, it does not follow
that the propounder has been pro-
pounced & heretic. He may have died
before the question was declded.
Thus five propositions of Bishop Jan
genius' book, the Augustinug, have
been pronounced heretical, yet the
Church has never proaounce
Bishop himeelf a heretic. She
been willing to presume that had he
lived to hear the sentence, he would
bave accepted it. Those whose harsh
zealotry cast his body gecretly out of | fallible,
his cathedral and burled it in uncon-
gecrated ground, had no authority

from the Charch to do this.

have even been found people capable
of proposing to do the same for Bos-

sguet.

Of course, then, it is not to be im-
agined for a moment that the Canon
Law 18 disparaging tho doctrinal in-
fallibility of the Church, when it says :
% God, in His judgments, RIWAYyS rests
on infallible truth. The Church 18

gometimes compell

uncertain and variable reporis of men.
Therefore it may well be, that he is
looged in the judgment of the Church
who is bound in the jndgment of God,
and that he is bound in the judgment
of the Church who 8 loosed In the
judgment of God.” Here, wo see, the
reference is only to the possibilities of | view.)
error in judging persous, which the
Church fuily concedes, not to Any pos:
sibility of error in determiniug doc

trine.

It seems somewhat diffioult to ascer
tain precisely what really was the

theory of Boniface the E
relations of Church and State.
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The Effect of the Love of God.
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GOOD AND BAD READING.

ligence.

cxviil. 50.)

a light to my paths.’” (ibid. 105.)

110

(ibid, 111).

Amen.
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