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notes of the week.
EASTER.—“Recurrexit, sicut dix- 

jt." He is arisen according to His 
promise; "He is not here," said the 
angel to. the holy women who came 
to lament and watch at the tomb of 
the Savior. Nor was He there, for 
already had He been many hours a- 
risen. That same angel had come 
with dawn, had broken the seal of 
the city, had rolled away the stone 
from the entrance to the sepulchre, 
and the armed watchers over the 
sleep that they deemed eternal, grew 
palid in their armor and their spears 
fell from their nerveless hands. Such 
the fulfilment of the promise that the 
"temple" would be destroyed and in 
three days He would rebuild it. Such 
the fulfilment of all the prophecies of 
the ages, in which it was predicted 
that He would conquer death and 
come forth in glory from the tomb.
Such the consummation of the won- 
derous work of Redemption, a work 
commenced on the day that the An­
gel visited the Holy Virgin to an­
nounce the glad tidings that she 
would become the Mother of the Mes­
siah and crowned on that Easter 
morning when that Messiah, having 
fulfilled his mission, broke the bar­
riers of death anf came forth in tri­
umph from the tomb.

Since that glorious event, on down 
through the ages, without one miss­
ing link in the lengthy chain of years 
the commemoration thereof has been 
one of thejgreat annual events that 
mark the record of the Church. And, 
now. another year has come, another 
Easter has dawned, and to-morrow, 
throughout the great domain of 
Christendom that same event will be 
celebrated in a manner worthy of the 
Spouse of Christ.

While it is not our sphere to preach i condition; and this for good reasons.

the Redeemer, and to rejoice in the 
glories of this holy Easter time.

The Church, like a mother who 
knows how to guide as well as cher­
ish her children, has made it an 
obligation for each one of the faith­
ful to participate in the glories and 
graces of Easter. It is in this spirit 
that she has established the rigid 
rule of discipline which commands 
each one to perform the " Easter 
Duty," under pain of the most se­
vere penalties. This is a rule that is 
not necessary in the majority of 
cases; but, if it did not exist, there 
are thousands who would drift into 
indifference and neglect to arise with 
Christ, into the life of spiritual 
grace. Hence the Church protects 
them against their own weaknesses 
and safeguards them from the danger 
of remaining in the tomb of moral 
death, when all around them are par­
ticipating in the Resurrection.

We trust, then, that this Easter of 
1903 will find all our readers and 
Triends amongst the vast throng of 
resurrected souls, and that they may 
enjoy to its fullest the grand season, 
both in the temporal as well as in 
the spiritual blessings which it 
brings.

THE POPE’S HEALTH. — The 
opening of the present week was re­
markable for the amount of import­
ant Catholic news from Europe, or 
rather of important news affecting 
the Qatholic Church in the Old 
World.x The first is in connection 
with the health of the Pope. It is 
rarely that we pay any attention to 
these periodical items of news con­
cerning the Holy Father's physical

sermon on the glories of Easter, 
we are nonetheless within our own 
limits of duty when we attempt to 
draw some lessons from the occa­
sion.

Apart from the great religious les­
son that is taught on Easter — the 
lesson of the necessary arising of 
each soul from the grave of sin to 
the life of grace—there are otners 
which are preached to us by all 
God's creation. Glancing at the vast 
universe and its wonderous mechan­
ism, we find the days growing longer, 
warmer, more invigorating. Then 
the icy grasp of winter is relaxed, 
and the snows have {pelted away, 
leaving the surface of earth once 
more ready to drink in the heat of 
the vernal sun. The streams leap 
along in unusually swollen strength; 
the carpet of green is slowly extend­
ed over the fields; the buds of reji>- 
venated force appear on the branches; 
the flowers commence their spontan­
eous work of development into 
bloom,: the birds chant anthems of 
delight in the aisles of nature’s tem­
ple; and all inanimate, as well as 
animate, nature proclaims a general 
resurrection from the dreary tomb 
of winter. In all this there is vis* 
ible the working of the Omnipotent 
Hand that guides the orbs and con­
trols every atom of creation. From 
the most remote star ip the realms 
of space, to the most humble light 
iu the cottage of the indigent, from 
fbe highest mountain-top to the 
•mallest grain ol sand on the eea- 
•bore, each object, and all objects in 
«m universe, proclaim the glory of 

i °od »ud the Resurrection of the Sa- 
vior of men. V 

Man. alone, made to Hi 
•nd the special 
orifices, has the ! 
this great 
men are, in 
it, we are 
lodge that 
millions

Not that we lack interest in such a 
grave matter, but because there is 
generally no reliance to be placed 
on these bits of sensational inform­
ation. However, whenever there 
an official statement made we are 
only too eager to place it before our 
readers. On the 4th April Dr. Laj 
poni gave an interview concerning 
the everlastingly repeated statements 
that the Pontiff had become perman­
ently enfeebled as a result of his re­
cent illness, and authorized a denial 
of all such reports. He declared 
that the Pope was in perfect health, 
and added that the Pontiff contin­
ues his audiences and performs his 
habitual occupations. On Wednesday 
of this week he received all the for­
eign pilgrims. So we may safely, for 
a time to come, at least, omit *rom 
our columns any mention of the rum­
ors that are merely set afloat to cre­
ate a sensation.

PAPAL FINANCES. — " Leslies 
Monthly" contains a striking para­
graph relating to the sums spent by 
the Pope, and the administrative 
ability of the Holy Father. It says;

As Pope, Leo’s expenditures ore 
vast—without counting what he
spends on Catholic missions, on the 
inferior clergy, on churches and on 
education, and upon the support of 
the, 5,D00 people who populate the 
Vatican, he maintains within the 
palace walls the first factory of mo­
saics in the world, while for works 
of art he probably spends more than 

other government—and though 
true the Vatican receives sub- 

Iptlons of money from all parts of 
world, of which it does not die- 

half, and that its treas-
- ' Wm

be imagined that an exceptional ad* 
ministration is needed to obtain this 
sum yearly, and the Pope is a model 
administrator. ”

Two points in the foregoing pass­
age strike us as suggestive. The first 
is a reference to the fact that Leo 
XIII. is the first Pontiff, of modern 
times, who has ascended the throne 
without having any temporal estates 
whence to derive a revenue. The sec­
ond is that even those not of y our 
faith are finding daily new and won- 
desful phases in his character. He is 
a poet, as we have seen, a states­
man, a theologian, a philosopher,— 
all of which can be easily imagined 
as being combined in one person. 
But he is also a rare financier, and 
an administrator of extraordinary 
talents. Hence, no matter in what 
sphere we take him, the grand old 
man of the Vatican is a marvel to 
the age, as he is a marvel of age, 
of vitality, of lucidity, of sanctity 
and of true greatness.

THE GAZETTE’S REMARKS. — 
In regard to Catholic religious mat­
ters, we have had on rare occasions, 
to find fault with expressions com­
ing from our cofi temporary the 
Montreal “Gazette.” But we have 
had equally opportunities of congra­
tulating that organ on its views. In 
connection with the tyrannic course 
followed of late by Premier Combes, 
in France, and the wholesale and 
merciless expulsion, after disbanding, 
of so many religious orders, the 
“Gazette” of last Monday contained 
a short editorial note that is well 
deserving of being reproduced. The 
“Gazette" said:—

“Another batch of the religious or­
ders in France has been broken up 
by the Combes ministry. The latest 
Republic in France has much of the 
spirit of the first. It does not think 
itself strong enough to tolerate those 
who differ from its ideals."

There is the entire matter in three 
lines. “It does not think itself strong 
enough to tolerate those who differ 
from its ideals.” Were the writer of 
that to have filled columns with the 
severest criticisms of the terrific cow­
ardice of the perpetrators of the out­
rages against religious institutions, 
and religious men. that darken the 
annals of the first and second repub­
lics in France, he could not have giv­
en us a clearer idea of the situation, 
nor a more truthful commentary 
upon those Who make use of a tem­
porary lease of power to crush the 
opponents whom they cannot meet 
in the fair arena of contest. This 
one passage is a concise appreciation 
of the situation in France to-day 
that could be given. It contains the 
explanation of the inherent weakness 
of the anti-clerical cause, and the 
innate power of the Church against 
which it contends.

In making this motion Dr. Guerin 
referred to the eminent position 
the deceased authoress held in fiction 
that was destined, he believed, to 
hold its influence in Irish hearts for 
many years to come.

The election of officers resulted as 
follows:—

President—Mr. Justice C. J. Do­
herty.

First Vice-President — Dr. Frank 
Devlin.

Second Vice-President — Mr. Frank 
J. Curran, B.C.L.

Treasurer—Mr. Frank Green. 
Corresponding Secretary—Mr. John 

Cahill.
Recording Secretary—Mr. T. P.

Tattsey.
Executive Committee—Messrs. W. 

P. Kearney, M. Delehanty, F. Casey, 
P. Kearney, P. Connolly, J. Rogers, 
B. Campbell, W. H. O’Connor, J. M. 
Guerin, J. O’Brien, F. Langnn, M. 
Fitzpatrick, B. Wall, T. C. Donovan, 
F. C. Shannon, P. Reynolds, B. Coi> 
naughton, L. Darcey, W. J. Crowe.

Society Physicians—Dr. Guerin, Dr. 
E. J. Kennedy, Dr. F. D. Devlin, Dr. 
W. Prendergast, Dr. Hackett, Dr. 
O’Connor, Dr. Scanlan.'

Marshal—M. P. Lloyd: assistant 
ma \shal, W. Davies.

Lenten
Sermon
At
The Gesu.

Meetings of Societies
ST. PATRICK'S SOCIETY. — At 

a large and enthusiastic meeting of 
the parent Irish national society of 
this city, held in St. Patrick’s Hall 
on Monday, the annual reports of 
the secretary and treasurer- were 
read, and the election of officers for 
the ensuing year was held.

Mr. Justice C. J. Doherty, the 
president, occupied the chair, and in 
opening the proceedings, touched up­
on the undertakings of the society 
during the past year and the success 
which had attended them. He re- 
fernéd to the brighter prospects 
which were in store for the Old Land 
and expressed the sincere hope that 
ere another annual meeting they 
would behold their realization.

The energetic and enthusiastic sec­
retary, Mr. T. P. Tansey, read a vol­
uminous report bristling with the de­
tails of the work of the year, and 
in which special mention was made 
of the recent banquet.

The treasurer, Mr. Frank J. Green, 
whose record in that office has been 
marked by zeal and prudence, in his 
report made it clear to all that the 

not only well and econ- 
... ssxma

Rev. Father Doherty delivered Ins- 
sixth Lenten discourse in the Church 
of the Gesu on Sunday evening. rl In* 
subject was a most interesting one, 
and was followed with rapt atten­
tion by the congregation. An ap­
parently new light was thrown upon 
the relationship of Faith and Reasoi 
The great point of the discourse 
however, was the invulnerable Jo^ic 
with which Father Doherty hedged 
about his every statement.

In opening the preacher said:— 
Truth is one, and Faith and Reason 
are its two infallible channels, the 
two sources in this life from which 
we draw knowledge of truth natural 
and supernatural—Faith absolutely 
Reason in its own proper order and 
sphere, when acting under th* rigid 
laws of logic. This is from the very 
essence of things; a philosopher quite 
understands this. From the very na­
ture of Faith and Reason the follow­
ing conclusions were deduced:—First, 
that Faith is above and superior to 
Reason, because it has a high­
er end for its aim, because 
it concerns the supernatural, 
the Beatific vision, the ultimate end; 
because it concerns the teach :ng of 

truths anent the salvation of soul.- 
it deals with a loftier order, God in 
His inner being, and in the manifest­
ation of His love and glory in the 
realm of grace. It is in practice 
more certain, because of the frailty 
of fallen human nature; it gives a 
greater certainty, as resting immedi­
ately on the word of God.

Secondly, the preacher deduced that 
no conflict is possible between true 
Reason and Faith. The impossibility 
is absolute and metaphysical. If 
ever apparent conflict arises, 
it is possible only from one 
of two causes, — either the ut­
terances of the Oracle of Faith 

rightly understood, or 
genuine Reason, is not to tha fore, 
but in its stead a counterfeit, an im­
postor.

A|tar referring to “the bankruptcy 
’ the utter collapse of 

soi called, and like iliue- 
lie preacher explained that 
God is not seen face to 

difficulties. Only 
In Heav- 

hah

of

movnl of such difficulties, the preach­
er pointed out that history had its 
vengeances, in illustration of which 
he told about the controversy in the 
sixteenth century, between the Domi­
nicans and the members of the So­
ciety of Jesus. Some said that the 
Jesuits were to be condemned; others 
thought otherwise. At all events, the 
matter remained in abeyance. At 
last, after the lapse of three centur­
ies, a summary of the votes of the 
lust Congregation of Cardinals pre­
sided over by the Pope himself. Paul 
IV., in which all were sworn to se­
crecy, in the handwriting of the 
Pope himself, was discovered in the 
archives of the Borghesc family 
ing:—“ Let the matter rest whi 
is." Thus, after three hundred years, 
did tfoj^/truth come out. Other difli 
culties would be removed in some 
way. Alexander VI., vas uc- 
cus«*d of being an . immoral man, 
while on the Papal throne. The 
preacher believed that he was an in­
nocent man,; that, in fact, there 
never was a bad Pope. There were 
some things that only the day of 
judgment would solve. Faith re­
mains immutable, secure, serem-: be­
cause she is infallible, anchored to 
the Rock, preserved, proclaimed, in­
terpreted, and defended by One for 
whom Christ prayed that his faith 
should not fail, and on whom He 
laid the injunction: “And thou, in 
turn, confirm thy brethren.” A pri­
ori, the Church was the immutable, 
infallible bride of Christ, and from 
the very nature of things, by lun­
di vine institution and endowment, 
she is first, and last,and always 
right: she cannot fail. Thirdly, the 
preacher argued that Faith is the 
guardian, enlightener and helper of 
Reason, letting it work to the fullest 
extent of its powers in its own 
sphere, and. still more in the sphere 
of the supernatural, warning it of 
pit falls, snares, and delusions that 
beset its path in the pursuit of 
truth. Rightly so. for Reason is­
olas! practically very fallible and 
easily misled, being hampered and 
impeded by “the body of this death" 
in which it is imprisoned. In • the 
fourth place, Faith opens to Reason 
the realm of the order of God, the 
supernatural, the richness of the Di­
vine Essence, the Father, Son and 
Holy G host, the marvels of King­
dom of the Christ, surpass­
ing in its magnificence all 
“ that the eye hath seen, 
the ear heard, or that it hath 
teryd into the heart of man to con­
ceive.” Therein it sustains its loft­
iest flights, and directs its most 
searching investigations, aye, even 
into the depths of light inaccessible. 
Here, manifestly, Reason of itself is 
powerless, and the axiom obtains 
“Unless you believe, you shall not 
understand.” The writings of the Fa­
thers, Doctors and theologians dis­
play the magnificent results of the 
work of Reason operating under the 
guidance of the Church in the do­
main of revealed truth. After a re­
ference to the difference between li­
berty and license, Father Doherty 
proceeded to discuss the relation of 
Reason to Faith.

In the first place, for the children 
of the Church, the-relation, from the 
beginning to the end of their earthly 

■ pilgrimage, is that of the disciple to 
the master, of the pupil to the 
teacher. No enquiry have they to 
make os to her competency, veraci­
ty, and authoritative commission.

By their Baptism they have the 
Gift of Faith, “the beginning, the 
root, the foundation of all justifica­
tion,’’ endowing them with the pow­
er of believing.

The Church is in possession of the 
divine commission to “teach all nat­
tions. . . . whatsoever I have com­
manded—until the consummation of 
the world." and nobly and heroical­
ly strives to fulfill the will of her 
Divine Founder.

The grace of God. without which 
nought can be done, in the order of 
the Supernatural, is not wanting to 
them.

One need not study Optics in or­
der to see with one’s eyes, and 
it was a sin for a child of Mo­
ther Church to doubt the truth of 
the faith that was in him. It was very 
much like a man taking a train; 
when he was once sure that lie was 

the right one he bothered no
more and felt comfortable. In this

ir urged that 
! at least some

him.” The second deduction 
concerned those outside the 
Fold. The office of Reason for them 
is to clear the way to the divinely 
appointed Teacher, the one true 
Church of Christ: removing obsta­
cles, dissipating the mists of ignor­
ance, and prejudice, rectifying false 
notions, overturning lying tradi­
tions, unveiling cunning sophistries, 
exposing calumnious historians. For 
three hundred years, says Count de 
Maistre, history is a vast conspiracy 
against the truth.

Here is tho field for the exercise of 
private judgment. Read, listen 
study, meditate, examine; weigh the 
accumulated evidence of eighteen hun­
dred and seventy years, and if it 
does not lead to the Mighty Mother, 
to the feet of the Vicar of Christ, 
the successor of Peter, two hundred 
and sixty-third in the Papal line, 
then we are confronted by a mystery 
that involves repugnance: The com­
mand of Christ to believe nil what­
soever ITis Church shall teach, un­
der penalty of eternal damnation, 
and the impossibility of reaching 
that infallible Teacher!

In conclusion Father Doherty 
pointed out that there was another 
element in this relation. Besides the 
intellect, the will is involved. The 
herald angels proclaimed: “Glory to 
God in the highest, and peace on 
earth to men of good will.’’ The will 
must be true and right. The sub­
mission to the Divine Teacher, the* 
one True Church of God, may in­
volve not only personal humility, 
but, alas, many a heart-rending sa­
crifice. Well, remember: “One thing 
is necessary," for me: The salvation 
of my imperishable soul. May I, for 
one instant, weigh anything in the 
balance? Hearken to the Christ: “If 
any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children and brethren a ml dit­
toes yea, and his own life also, ho 
cannot be my disciple.” Luke, XIV.,
20.

Alas! liow many have, eyes and 
(seemingly) will not see; ears, and 
will not hear." Oh! they that walk 
in darkness and in- the shadow of 
death, blown about by every wind of 
doctrine, following wandering star! "
Let. them come to tho light of the 
Children of God, to the haven of 
rest and security, to the sweet bo­
som of the one, true, Mighty Mother, 
to. draw from her fragrant breasts 
“the milk of doctrine without guile, 
to .nestle in her fond embrace until 
the day dawns of a blissful eternity.

Who is she that stands triumphant,
Rock in strength upon the Rock,

Like some city crowned with turrets, 
Braving storm and earthquake 

shock?
Who is she her -arms extending 

In blessing o’er a world restored;
All the anthem of creation 

Lifting to creation’s Lord?

As the moon that takes its splen-

From a sun unseen all night,
So from Christ the Sun of Justice, 

Evermore she draws her* light,
Hers alone tho hands of healing,

The Bread of Life, th’ absolving 
Key;

The Word Incarnate is her Bride** 
groom,

The Spirit hers, the temple she.

Empires rise and sink like billows;
Their place knoweth them no more; 

Glorious as the star of morning.
She o’erlooks the wild uproar,

Hers the household all embracing;
Hers the Vine that shadows earth;

Blest thy children, might Mother!
Safe the stranger at thy hearth.

Hers the kingdom, hers the sceptre!
Kneel, ye nations, at her feet! .. . ■ 

Hers the Truth whose' fruit is free- 'vf'

Light her yoke, her burden sweet!

Ttie discourse was followed by Be­
nediction of the Most Blessed Sacra­
ment, during which some beautiful 
choral selections were splendidly 
sung.

CONDOLENCE.

At a special meeting of the J 
Literary and Art Club, 
day, April 5th, 
were made by the ] 
death pf Mrs.


