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THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE

Mistakes of Exhibitors.

The enhio i ion of high-class horses at ““high class
horse Is practically a business, and is con-
1ost by those who thoroughly
the game ; hence to exhibitors of this
have nothing to say, as they are better

“the tricks the trade’ than we are.
hints to the ordinary farmer horse-
exhibits  only at  local fall fairs
seasonable. The practice of taxing
or into the show-ring
IS a too commmon practice among
to pay no attention whatever to fit-
or training their colts, but to take them to
the fair absolutely green and unfitted, except that
have been taught to lead in g manner. They
are brought before the judge in this shape, he
looks over, and then wants to see them
move, they have been  taught lead
hence sideways or backwards, or in
be induced to move
to the judge, aggra
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common It

they

them

but 1o

not
properly, o)
some cases can with difficulty
at all This is provoking

vating the audience, and disappointing the
exhibitor, especially when his animal is probably
a better than the better-fitted and better-
trained that wins The judge in such
is often severely ceriticised and credited with
knowing a good animal. e doubtless
that the awards have not gone the ani
that under favorable conditions would
won, but he also aware of the fact that
trouble is necessary to fit and train a
exhibition, and that each animal must
<how his action and gaits to enable any

judge correctly of his relative qualities
should thoroughiy recognize the fact that
his judgment of the animals before him must be
influenced by what they are at the time, not what
they probably would be under different conditions
I'he general appearance the unfitted and un-
trained colt mayv indicate that if fitted he would
bhe a better animal., and if trained would show
better action than those he selects for the awards
\t the same time, the is neither fitted non
{rained. white the others are, and he (the judge)
also knows that a colt of good conformation and
all indications of showing good action 1s some
times a great disappointment when moved, and
as he is judgine entirely by what he sees, not from
different condi-

to to
one

colt
Vers

cases

not is

aware to
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have is
a little
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person

He

to
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colt

what he probably would see under
tions. he is compelled to give the prizes to those
that show what thev can do Then, again, the
oxhibitor who has spent time and money in train
ine and fitting his exhibit so that it may appea
at its best before the judge, deserves some recog
nition over him who has taken no pains in this
line. but apparently simply brought his animals
to the show with the hopes of winning a prize
Such an exhibitor takes no pride in his horses.
hut simply exhibits for the money he may win,
and his winnine seldom  reflects glory to either
himseli or the exhibition Ioven  sucking  colts
should be “aught to lead and stand  well on the
halter bhetore heine taken to the show-ring When
this is done there is less danger of accidents, it
cives the judge a  much  better opportunity  to
judee correctly, and the exhibit o better oppor
tunity 1o show just what it s It will  be
noticed in this class that the colts  that are
trained to the halter generally win

\nother mistake often made by exhibitors s
enterine  horses in - the wrong classes I'his s
particulariy noticed in roadsters  and  carriage
horses \ cood roadster entered in the carriage
cla | often beaten by horses not worth nearly
o 1much 1One while a cood carriage hors
hown e a roadster will meet the same fate
[ere avain the judge is often unjustlp eriticised
It is olften claimed that because g horse is mose
valuable than the others  he  should  win, even
thoueh h+ he wronoly classified It should be re
membered  that  the  judge is udging a certain
ela and h cavpects coertain charvacteristies in
cach amm:al  andl those that approach morve neai
Iv 1o h ideie of perfect animals of that o class
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should win, notwithstanding the fact that there
is a horse of another class that s worth more
money . There are horses that are very hard to
classify . While reasonably valuable and service-
able, they have not the characteristics of either
class sufliciently well marked to make them
reasonably typical, hence the owner is undecided
how to enter them. In such cases it is not un-
usual to enter in each class, and after getting as
good an idea as possible what the competition
will be. exhibit in the class in which he expects
to have the best chance of winning. Horses of
this kind cannot reasonably be expected to win
in reasonably good company in either class, al-
though they may have a greater market value
than those that win over them. It should be

remembered that exhibitions are supposed to have

an educational value, and it is the duty of a
judge to be consistent in his awards, and sta)
as closely to type and general characteristics in

the diffcrent classes as possible Another mistake

exhibitors often make when there is something
wrong with their horses is to explain to the
judge that the animal met with an accident very

that caused the swollen leg, bunch,

recently, and
blemish or lameness, and that he would be all
rirht in a day or two. Now, the judge cannot

Le held responsible for the accident ; he did not
cause it, neither could he have prevented it; but
here the horse, lame or unsound, the lameness

s
unsoundness may in all probability be only of

o1
a temporary nature, but in most cases the prob-
able  termination of the trouble is simply
problematical, and he must judge the horses as
they are, not what they were before the accident,
or what they probably will be in an indefinite
time There are other animals in the class that
have not met with an accident, but are sound,
and unless decidedly inferior to the injured ani-
mal they should win Of course in the breeding
classes such things are looked upon differently,
but in the utility classes the judge wants to
award the prizes to horses that are as nearly all
right as he can get them. It should be remem-
bered by exhibitors that soundness, manners and
action are prime factors 1n  a horse. Manners
count, especially in light horses, carriage, road-
ster and saddle classes

In conclusion, I may say that one of the
greatest troubles at the ordinary agricultural fair
is the failure of the exhibitors to be on time

with their animals. More time is often spent in
waiting for the classes than in judging them, and
often even after waiting a long time for the en-
tries, after notice has been given, or where there
if a class be judged and the
awarded and a tardy exhibitor appears
afterwards with his entry, there is a great cry

he blames the directors, the judge, and everybody,
and wants the class called again and rejudged,
for of course he knows that he should win. Ex-
this kind make it very unpleasant for
and. in our opinion, no notice should
their complaints or reasons for being

1S a time programime,

prizes

hibhitors of

evervbody,

be taken Of

late, and a few lessons of this kind would teach

them to be more prompt. “ WHIP.
LIVE STOCK.

Both humanity and the weliare of the pocket-
hook suggest that if there is no natural shade in
the ficld, the sheep should have artificial shade,
as dark as possible, something into which they can
retire in the middle of the day, when th* heat is
4 burden. and when the tlies are a greal nuisance.

L3 * ¢
Shecp seldom die from grub in the head. More

them become weak and verish from disease, be-

ol

cause of lack of “ grub in the stomach; but one
of the best wayvs of preventing suffering  of  the
sheen . and Swee Ny of the farmer’'s pockethook,
is to provide shade in the sheen pasture
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