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364 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. Junk 15, 18D7

Progress of Agriculture In the Victorian It was complained that “on account of the very of food imports to Great Britain in consequence 1
El*. great expense attending the cultivation of numer- the extension of the productive area of the mS 1

a RETBoepacr. ous clays and poor lands in this kingdom it would has been enormous, and in a rate ft» greater I
The advancement of agriculture in the last sixtv ““POS8ib,e to continue their cultivation for coni the growth of population. The average importonf 1 

years, while verv conalderahi» * 1 at fhe present low pnces for com produce.” It wheat and flour now exceed 100 mliiK»nB if n—1favorablv with aMe Md comparing was about the time of the accession of the Queen per annum, as compared with 35 millions in ltoljK
-1 7 °* corresponding period that the agitation for the repeal of the Com Laws and the importation per head of grain of all

previously in the history of Great Britain or the was commenced. England was then fast becoming, has risen from 224 to nearly 500 lbs. It was nain*? 
other European countries, and on the American M a ree2lt of her raPldIy increasing population, ly supposed that the coet of transit of such nrodnH» 
Continent showing remarkable exnansion vet on mo« and mor? » manufacturing and less in pro- from distant lands would always : ce_rv' I

aurlng tne same period in the arts and sciences free trade measure abolishing the duty on com, lone development of the mwi»» of transmwSSST 
as applied to other lines of industry, such as seen *fhile it was exceedingly distasteful to the farming by the introduction of « newer »liVhi?î® * 
in the use of steam and electricity, the progress clafse8> marked the dawn of a brighter day for the other striking feature of the record reign, bv whfeh 
made in agriculture, the oldest and the leastsub- classes practically opening distance is^practically annihilated. »d the nt f

dustriee it may be justly said that they have made Par,lla™?nt in 1816 explamed that hie object was to production in England. 0086 °*
brilliant progress ; but if agriculture cannot #f **5?® trade throughout, Animal Products.—In consequence of the keen -

rnthe reriew of the history of the record reign entirety. The British farmer of to-day, feeling tion, cultivating lees land, andlaving more
Mpiym08t careful consideration, keenly the effect of foreign competition, may not grass. But soon the same ceuseewhich? 1

Agriculture retains its feature of distinctive indi- $Lm^lhum0r Jubll®e da7 fc° b*®88 the mem- them competition in the grain marketmet them!» 
vidualism, unlike the machine-like system of vast aP°fstl?ii of f?e trade, but whatever the market tor meat, in which Oani^M m in 1

»r.I
eral adoption of better methods. Witness m the field of dairy products, and imm—t ;

§tB| EEBSraEEE Initrogen-gathering plants, manuring, cen- |saieii^g|HgF^ . perfection by the introduction of labor-sav?
trifugal cream separation, etc. mg machinery and improved methods. But

During the past half-century we find, «£3USSâÏLj5r>l*“ .co™yet“io® heed the

system of farming in the older sections, with European countries have invaded the —-
expansion elsewhere ; second, the phenom- ; M \ . 1 Vsà-&&j-. I kets of the Motherland with enormous con-
enal development of transportation; and signments of dairy product, in which our

rtontu,ci|m '*% a
tion to agriculture. Contemporaneous with l 'ÿ);î.: quality, winning an enviable reputation foe
Queen Victoria’s reign we note the splendid : •' Hf | ' ' W | ^!?e_l?^r,_w^Lc^. *?t ”? hop® sbe m*y be
experimental and kindred work conducted * 1 * * ~
privately at Rothamstead by Lawes and 
Gilbert (at once pioneers and peers), followed 
by the remarkable extension of experimental 
stations in the United States and Canada, 
and the growth of agricultural schools and 
colleges. American experimental agriculture 
has been going through a “boom” period 
characteristic of the Western continent, and, 
as yet, the results have hardly been 
meneurate with the public expenditure 
involved consequent upon an undue strain
ing after immediate “ effects.”

The evidences show that at the advent 
of the Queen’s reign agricultural progress in 
Great Britain and the world over was at a 
low ebb. There had been during the latter 
part of the eighteenth century a period 
when the industry had shown vigorous en
terprise and improvement. The genius, 
skill and enterprise of such men as Bake- 
well, the Codings brothers, and other emi
nent breeders brought about a genuine revo
lution in the improvement of live stock, and 
had shown an intelligent skill in the art of 
breeding which has probably never been 
surpassed, if it has indeed been equalled, by 
any set of men in the years which have 
intervened.
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Agricultural Exhibitions. —The foundingïï»ii£«[*

important era in the progress of agriculture, % 
especially in the application of science to . 
the industry ; and in this connection we may 
- .,. that the deep practical interest taken 
m this enterprise by the Queen and «*«■» 
members of the Royal family from its incep
tion to the present time has been a potent 
factor in maintaining and increasing 

a J * of this excellent
organisation, Her Majesty and the Prince 
of Wales having each filled the
chair in turn ____________
successful, practical farmers and breed
pedigreed stock. The offering of_____
prizes by this society tor the beet specimens 
of improved live stock, the beet cultivated 
farms and yields of crops, the beet 
agricultural subjects and the w
farm lands of various qualities of soil, to
gether with the encouragement given to 
exhaustive experiments in the use of arti
ficial manures, proved exceedingly helpful 
in stimulating to improved methods in farm
ing, in the breeding and 
and
excellence. The multi 
turab societies and
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lurar societies and ex^bitirae11 in^E^and 

and Amenca has been remarkable and their
„ , . Th. period t6„ grrat tt"™.1£S."eSïï?,5S5Sl83

ïÿh phL”™6 4h5ug™d is t 'rJ •? ,ageneral inflation of values which always accom- pursuits the adoption of a nnlirv^whini, /n.(^us*:cial intermittent development of farmers’organizations 
pamee a boom, was followed by a corresponding de- greatest good to the LflBy nwhl?h bfm88 tbe for political and other purposes. ^
pression from which agriculture took a long time political doctrine aïd ai Mr Richard^18 S°U^ TheApplication of ModUnc^ to many of the 
to recover. The same experience was repeated dur- cates in his admirable article operations of the farm, especially to thoee of har
ing the years of the Crimean war, 1851-6, when the mined the unrivalled Dre-eminenpp nf r > deF-e,r" vesting and threshing, has made very gratifying 
price of wheat reached abnormal figures (as high as the live stock world TheTalanre offnnr m m P1-0^88 ™ the last 60 years, and has done very 

a/eïSe1)’ creativn9 a h00™ ln farm lands in Can- passed from thehands of T DOW mi\cb to facilitate the work mid to lighten labon
wflt100 an a"® .being paid in many cases), which sented the growers of wheat to d« nf r,eJ)re" and make it more agreeable. The sickle and the
which 'nrnvülï16,!? ‘“f0 w“d 8PecuIat‘°ns in property who represented the purchasers of bread and^tho 8cythe had a long and honorable record as sov- 
which proved disastrous when the inevitable re- widening of the franchise of thl aPd the ere,gn8 of the harvest-field, and were in universal

gs œj yesrter s sr&ïsj* sssaa,ySS sassa-sssJiiLS 
SK-roSg---si",=^'^L?a-ïïvcT3r°7# ^'M£ijPoroE„-$Ks&isskxszcattle, the British farmer enjoyed substantial pro- most distto|uishing features of the VicPP6- °f tEe i a?,d delivered it ina swatoe atthitw^not

that countrv whh‘the™1’6 1° hv.® mafkets of immense areas having in the last half-centurv been fcbat an American inventor added a second
HÏ.ttPPPJaü’ th th I^8ult tbat aIthough prices brought under cultivation not onlv iPIV,» , ^1 • delivery apron, and by means of this carried

hlP0tn ' thP average price of wheat of Great Britain but îls”in îhe VIZd StotL°-.n,?a thP grain over the drivewh^ and dfecharoed it 
bushLIfo^the^ thenhenomen»! figure of .$1 a South America, in India, and elsewheS which mt,° * receptadevvhence it was deUveredatlnter- 
$“75 mf fcbe year. tbe following year_ it was has vastly increased the food supply of the wori? hal® 111 ®heaves-, ,Tbe degree of perfection to which 
davs for the R^Ph-h ^ have lieen halcyon and served to meet the wants of hv teeming mU ; bai'estmg machinery has been brought is one of
«™ th h'Hghsh farmer, but the evidences are lions of the earth’s ever-incrpj^ir rr .Ü.P .î^™ tbe n>ost satisfactory features in the exnerience of 
that even under such apparently favorable circum- The hand of Providence is nlainlv 7. ,v!uPU-ai,,V1' ;le present-day farmer. Though it was in the
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THE qOHEN AND PRINCE CONSORT IN 1861 
THE YEAR OF HIS DEATH. *
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