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The Evil of Iiocs in Regard to the
.Sheep-kalsing Industry.

.. BY D. NICHOL, CATARAQUI.

There ar¢.in Ontario many farms peculiarly
adapted to sheep raising, and on which no other
branch of husbandry could possibly be made as
remunerative, but the recent great destruction
-of sheep by dogs in some localities has created a
serious, deterring tendency in regard to this
industry. In fact, sheep-raising in some dis-
tricts has now ‘become utterly impossible until
better protection from dogs is secured. Our
present existing laws regarding dogs is very in-
efficient, and it is now high time for the land-
owners to be endeavoring to procure some legis-
lative enactment that will better their position
in tlzis respect. As the law at present exists,
municipalities are authorized to tax dogs, and
pay damages done' by them. This law is only
optional ; but one great trouble with the carry-
ing out of* this law has been that unscrupulous
persons in many cases have managed to collect
payment for all sheep found dead on their prem-
ises, whether they were killed by dogs or other-
wise ; consequently, most of the municipalities
have rendered the law inactive, allowing suffer-
ers to have recourse only. to the owners of depre-
dating dogs. This law is only optional; it
should be made compulsory. This is a very un-
_satisfactory state of matters, because, in the first
place, sheep-killing dogs operate chiefly during
the night, when farmers and their servants are
supposed to bein bed, therefore seldom have an
opportunity of detecting the depredators ; and
then, even if they are detected, there is often
very great difficulty in finding the owners ; and
when the owners are found it frequently occurs
that the dogs are about the only property they
possess. The sufferer can, of course, demand
the execution. of the dogs, and it affords one
some satisfaction to know that the same dogs
will not repeat the carnage. True, in such cases
when the ownership of the dogs is clearly proven
and the idability of the owner to-pay is certified,
the loser can, by an expensive and troublesome
process of law, collect damages from the munici-
palities ; but on account of the great difficulty
in proving the ownership of the dogs, justice is
not obtained in more than one out of tensuch
cases, and in no case is the loser allowed more
than the price of common sheep, even if the
animals may have been of great value. Iama
lover and admirer of dogs, yet I believe that if
all the dogs in the country were hanged on sus-
picion, the people generally would not be less
prosperous.

It may be that one in & hundred earns his
board, yet it is safe to say that by far the greater
majority of dogs are utterly useless ; and when
we compare the.evil of dogs with all the good
they may have done, it does seem surprising
that the nuisance has been so long tolerated. A
much heavier tax on dogs would certainly have a
tendency to reduce their number, because then,
perhaps, only those who could afford to feed
them would keep dogs, but this would only be a
partial remedy for the evil ; it is a well-known
fact that even well-fed dogs kill sheep, merely
for the fun of it.

There are thousands of mongrel curs kept by
persens who wholly or in part depend on charity;
hence, their dogs are fed at the expense of a
charitable public.

I can keep my dog from killing my neigh-

“bors’ sheep, but I cannot prevent my neighbors’

dogs from killing my sheep. Herein lies the
whole trouble.
The first argument we are met with in favor

‘of dogs is their usefulness ; but with those who

know how easily a dog is coaxed with a mutton
bone, the argument has but little weight. Prac-
tical thieves, who understand the effects of prus-
sic acid or strychnine, laugh at the idea of being
frightened by dogs. I would keep a dog in my
orchard when apples are ripening, were it not
that I know apple thieves first form an acquaint-
ance with watch-dogs. Ingenious thieves rather
prefer the company of watch dogs, because then
they do not need to suspect they are being other-
wise watched. The greatest trouble about
watch-dogs is, that when they are expected to be
watching your own property they are very apt to
be visiting some of your neighbors’ dogs, or
chasing sheep in another township. In fact,
dogs, generally speaking, are of very little use as
watchers unless they are chained ; when under
such circumstances they will, like an old gan-
der, give an alarm when strangers approach. - If
all owners were required to keep their dogs
chained or kenneled, or: otherwise yarded, they
would not be subjected to any great hardship.
Sportsmen who keep well-trained dogs almost
invariably keep them kenneled when not in use,
and find it an advantage to do so ; they also
know that their dogs cannot be blamed for the
depredations of night prowlers. In some of the
eastern countries dogs are raised for food, but in
this country they are the only kind of live stock
that are of no real value ; therefore they should
not be allowed to hinder the agricultural pro-

| gress of this country to such an extent as they do

atpresent. It is genmerally acknowledged that
whatever benefits the producer of the nation’s
food benefits the whole community.

If there is any one kind of protection more
than another that would benefit a large class of
farmers in Ontario, it is protection from maraud-
ing sheep-killing dogs. Asking for such protec-
tion is surely not unreasonable ; and I am per-
suaded that, through the influence of the Farm.
ets” Institute, it might be procured.

[Mr. John Dryden now has a bill before the
House, which we had hoped would have had the
hearty support of the government, and every
honest member, no matter what his politics ;
but we learn Mr. Dryden’s bill has been stoutly
opposed by dog fanciers, and for fear of losing
votes some of the members are opposing it.
Every sheep-breeder should rally to Mr. Dryden’s
support, and work that this bill may pass. The
Dominion Sheep Breeders’ Association will not
be idle in this matter. They want more pro-
tection and must have it.]—EDb.

Each farm, each barn, each dairyroom, in the
province should be an experiment station under
the direction of its intelligent owner.

.1 ‘If farmers will try to stand together, surport
the-press that supports them, and set their faces,
influence and votes sternly against the wrongs of
the age, equity will be established, and the in-
dustries will have a chance. ' There is no other
way out of the night.

¢ A man engaged in any kind of businessis en-
titled to more than interest on his money. He
cati get interest on his money without going into
business. He is entitled to good pay for his
time, a reserve or surplus fund to cover contin-
encies and depreciation as the outcome of the
gappenings of time, and beyond that interest
upon the cost value of hisinvestment.

% a new form

The Scotch Clydesdale Stud Book.
We have just received from the Secretary, Mr.
Archibald McNeilage, 46 Gordon street, Glas-
gow, Scotland, eleven volumes of the Clydesdale
Stud Book, issued by the Clydesdale Horse So-
ciety of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland. They contain, among other things,
a History of the Clydesdale Horse; a long article
on HorSe Breeding in Scotland, with chapters
on the Ancient Scottish Breeds ; Mddern and
Agricultural Period of Horse Breeding ; Horses
other than For Dray Purposes ; Progressive His-
tory of the Clydesdale Breed; Fuature Draft
Horse Breeding, &o., &c. The volumes also con-
tain the full pedigrees of (7414) stallions and
(7998) mares, whose produce is given under each
pedigree up to date of publication.
. The various appendixes contain a fund of in-
formation, such as: The list of stallions that
have travelled and been used in the various
years up to 1888, in which the district each
trayelled is specified ; a list of the winners of
the Societies’ Premiums from its commencement

until January, 1889 ; obituaries and dates of

exportation of horses that have travelled at least
one season prévious to January, 1889 ; a list of
the officers, life governors, and members snd
yearly members, besides a fand of useful infor-
mation which every Clydesdale breeder should
have. The books are well bound, and nicely
illustrated with the portraits of noted horses.
The articles are ably written, and the work
throughout is a most creditable production.
Every Canadian and American Clydesdale
breeder should possess these books ; in. fact he
cannot' intelligently follow. breeding unless he
does. The price at which they are sold is ex-
tremely low.
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The Dominion Farmers' Council assembled, Vice-
President J. R. Little in the chair. After routine
business, Mr. John 8. Pearce read the following
paper :(—

DAIRYING IN CONNECTION WITH CORN FODDER
AND ENBILA

GE.
The cost of the food for the cow is an im-
ot tactor and profits of

rtant in
sgirylng. The question of fodder corn has come up
within the last three or fou';.!:n.-
e are just now beginning to realize the
fodder corn. ‘For years we have been
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the silo and ensi in connection with dairying.
What cans u‘md .lﬁ lndwthe vast amount ?;
fruits, mea tables, etc,, now p

them are to the human family, and silos
are to our domestic animals. It is now a pretty
well conceded point that the silo and endha: “has
come to stay,” and the dairy man who stands back
and says to himself: * I guess I'll wait and see how
Brother Smith will get along with fodder corn and
his silo before I try,” will most assuredly be left
behind in the race. and will either have to step
down and out of the business, or sow cornm,
whether he builds a silo or not. Competition is be-
coming quite as keen between the farmers and
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