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The Trapper.
gY ROBERT G. HODGSON (BOOKLET RIGHTS
RESERVED.)
STRETCHING BOARDS.

I might say that in the case ol the
skunk I always fasten a straight picce of
No. 9 wire about a foot in length to the
post of stretcher by means of a string.
Then, after the hide is on the stretcher,
run the wire down the tail, which will
keep the tail from shrinking up and losing
its proper shape.

Stretching boards can be made out of
almost anv soft wood, such as pine,
cedar, basswood, ctc., and dry goods
boxes arc especially valuable for this
purpose. In making stretchers,  they
should never be made wedge shape,
neither should a " be placed on
them, as is so often seen. If the stretcher
is not the correct shape it knocks a good

“neck

deal off the price of the hide. The
stretchers for muskrat and skunk are
much the same shape and are much
wider in comparison with their length

than any other pelt. The muskrat
stretcher should be about twenty-four
inches long, six inches wide at the base,
five and a quarter inches at the “‘shoulder”
and from there taper bluntly toward the
nose. The boards for skunk should be
thirty-six inches in length, seven to
seven and a quarter inches at the base,
and six inches at the ‘“‘shoulder”, which
would be about nine inches from the
nose. In thickness, boards should never
be over half an inch, and for muskrat
about one-quarter inch, for mink, weasel,
etc., three-eighths inch in thickness.

The boards for mink, weasel, marten,
fisher and otter are about the same shape»
but vary in size. They are narrow
and long, and to give you an idea of the
shape a stretcher for mink should be,
they are about three feet in length,
five inches wide at base, four and a half
inches at shoulder, tapering sharply from
there towards the ends.  The edges of
all stretching boards should be chamfered
all along the edges, and this can be done
with a broken piece of glass—only use
care not to cut vour hand. 7

The fox, wolf and covote
will be o little (“H‘('H'II'V pattern from
any of these, and larger. The average
size board for fox should measure about
four feet long, six and a half inches at
the base, and about tive and a half inches
at the shoulder.

T'he a very important part
of the trapper’s outfit, for unless it is
in good condition vou will spoil many
pelts. You want a knife with a thin,
fairly pointed blade, that will take an
i“im.‘runll hold it. Never use a dull knife:
for if yvou !a vou are almost sure to spol

stretchers

knife is

many  good pelts, If a knife 1s too
sharp, unless vou are careful, vou also
run the chance of making a slit in the

hide.  You might better have the knife
sharp, however, than dull, for if you
use care with a sharp knife you will
not make anv cuts in the pelt.

A hatchet of some kind is an absolute
necessity 1o the trapper engaged in the
business on any  sized "~ With it
you cai

scale.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

SCENTS

Fhere is'no question whatever that
a good decoy when properly used is
agreataidin trapping.  So many amateur
Imppvrs are, |lf)\\(‘\'l‘l', under the
pression that thev will do wonders
that they expect these baits to ,[Hr“\‘
animals from one state to lm’”h”.«”r
draw them when there are none to <l;‘1\\'
or put animals in your traps when ‘they
are set in the most careless manner
which even the animals of least \lwm\i‘,“g
nature would not think of t-nl(-;'in;"‘
A good scent 1s, as | say, a good i
vestment, 1f you can secure a good one.
Do not, however, expect it to do wonders
for you in the manner eiven.
15 not alwavs i the mood for being
attracted by a decov. In the running
season (the spring months), if a decoy
is any good at all, it will get vou results
then. I know my readers would like
me to name a decoy for them to use
This would not be fair for several nulxnn\;
because a scent 1 might find good would
not prove satisfactory to vou at all
and it would not be fair to name one
decoy over others which might be just
as good. In buying or making up a
scent, you will find the nearer it resembles
some natural odor attractive to the
animal, such as an ingredient that appeals
to the animal's  sexual in\lim't, the
better vou will have. Some
certain things you can secure from the
animals themselves will be found verv
attractive to them, and especially so
during the running season. '

Muskrat musk is very attractive in
some degree to nearly every fur-bearing
animal. In the spring months you will
find it in two small sacs under the skin,
on the stomach, near the tail. Carefully
cut these small sacs off and squeeze
the contents into a bottle, to which
an equal quantity of alcohol or whisky
should be added. The musk of the
mink can be secured and preserved iu
the same manner, but mink mnsk is
only attractive to the mink.

im

An animal

decoy

English Home-Grown
Wheat Prices.

Arrangements were made some time
ago by the British Board of Agriculture,
the Wheat Commission and the Ministry
of Food with reference to the prices of
home-grown wheat of the 1919 harvest.
Under these arrangements millers buying
English wheat receive a subsidy sufficient
to bring the price to a parity with that of
imported wheat, thus placing the home
grower on a fair footing with the foreigner.
This enables millers to purchase home-
egrown wheat of this year's harvest at
such prices as will produce for the whole
crop an average Gazetle price of 71s 11d.
quarter of 480 1Ibs. equivalent to

per A
75s. 6d. per quarter of 504 Ibs.

However, while the average price
is guaranteed the market is free. Con-

sequently, ecach sample of _\\'hf‘ill must
be brought on its merits. If of a milling
value above the average it may be
worth more than 75s. 6d. per quarter ol
504 On the other hand, samples
of inferior quality or out of condition
mav only be saleable at prices below the

1bs.

the subsidy brings the price of Inglish
wheat into line.  So long as on the aver
age the millers are paving t 1iwhout
the country 71s. 11d. per quarter for

POULTRY
SEGGS T

home-grown wheat  the farmers are 2=
getting what they were promised by the Condensed  advertisements  will be inserted
Government. \s a matter of fact, the | under this heading at four cents per word each

1

average price so far paid scems to have| g

been somewhat above the average guaran
teed—the Gazette price is now about 73s.

No doubt for poor quality wheat some ,!\
millers have paid less than the 71s. 11d.; ]a
but it is obvious from the Guazette prite

0

counted

1sertion }ach initial counts for one word and
gures for two words Names and addresses are
Cash must always accompany the
rder for any advertisement under this heading
’artics having good pure-bred poultry and eggs
r sale will find plenty of customers by using our
dvertising columns. No advertisement inserted

for less than 60 cents.

just quoted that for higher qualities| A CHOICE LOT OF SILVER WYANDOTTES
the same or other millers must have paid -Cockerels and vyearling hens, at § and
more than the T1s. 11d. $3.00 each. Frank McDermott, Tavistock, Ont.
An idea prevails among farmers that] BARRED ROCK COCKERELS, THREE
there is a fixe i e s = each. From best laying strains in Ontario. Buy
LI 1 fixed price f“.‘ wheat in- the early and get your pick. J. F. Werden & Son,
markets. It ‘may be of interest to note | licton, Ont. R.R. 8.

& . ns . " . ) Mo T ——————————————— — —————
that the return under tl_\x Corn l\tll.lll].\ CHOICE BARRON S-C. W. LEGHORN
Act received last week from the various cockerels, bred from best trap-nested egg-pro-
markets throughout the country, | ducers in Canada, 84 each. C. Dickinson, Port

. Huyi)ew;i)nl ,R R; 318

showed that an average of 80s. 11d. per
480 1bs. had been realized at one market |
and that in 12 other markets the average
was over 75s. per 480 Ibs. ALBION,

|
Questions and Answers.

Miscellaneous.

Miscellaneous.

1. A rented a farm from B subject to
sale with six months' notice. C bought
the farm this fall and gets possession the
first of March.

the farm, except the fall plowing, with-

Can C do anything about

out A's consent?

2. Does A have full control of the
straw that has been produced the past
three years? The straw of the last two
years Is still in stack.

3. Would you advise selling hay now
or keep it until next spring? ~ W. S, H.

Ans.—1. C may do the fall plowing,
draw out the manure and possibly cut
wood, but other than that he cannot do
work on the place without A’s consent.

2. Yes. In some agreements there is
a proviso that the straw must be used on
the place, in the case of a rented farm.

3. Hay is a big price at present, but
we see no reason why it should not be as
high or higher later on, unless it is that
many are holding back their hay for a
higher price. Should there be heavy ship-
ments of hay in the spring, it might cause
a depression.

0. P. W. F. Review.

What will prove to be a landmark
in the history of the Ontario Provincial
Winter Fair is the publication of a
handsomely illustrated Review, com-
prising thirty-two pages and covering the
period from 1883 to 1919. Away back
in 1883, just thirty-seven years ago, the
first show was called the Annual Christ-
mas Fat Stock Show, and was held under
the auspices of the Agricultural and Arts
Association of Ontario. The Hon. Chas.
Drury, then a member of the Provincial
Legislature, later Minister of Agri-
culture, and father of the present Prime
was a member of the Management Com-
mittee. The exhibitors of different kinds

Turkeys. Frank Weck

FOR SALE—CHOICE COCKERELS, BRED

Orpingtons,
Pekin and White
Afrlcan, Emden, Toulouse and China geese. M.
Shantz,
FOR €

strong
Plattsville, Ont.

FOR SALE—ROSE-COMB BROWN LEGHORN

able prices.

TOR  SALE — LARGE TOULOUSE GEESE
Bred from prize winners, also Mammoth Bronze
s, Varna, Ont

from heavy-laying, non-setting hens in the fol-
owing varieties: Andalusians, Brahmas, Anconas,
Rocks, Leghorns, Wyandottes; also
Runner ducks and drakes,

i\\'r, Ont.

ALE—BARRED PLYMOUTH ROCK
cockerels, pullets, hens. High-class barring;
bone; heavy egg production. Jno. Fenn,

bred-to-lay. Males and females at most reasone
Galloway & English, Ingersoll, Ont.
INDIAN RUNNER, MUSCOVEY, WILD
Mallard ducks, White Guineas, Barred Rock,
Rhode Island Red cockerels. Mrs. John Annesser,

Tilbury, Ont,

PEDIGREED COCKERELS, BARRED ROCKS,
$5.00, from 260 and 254 egg hens. Ten pullets
laid 2034 eggs in eleven months. F. Coldham,
Box 12, Kingston, Ont.

PURE-BRED BRONZE TURKEYS AND
Toulouse geese. Can furnish trios not  akin.

George Coursey, R.R. No. 1, Lucan.

PURE BARRON SINGLE-COMB WHITE
Leghorn cockerels from high-record hens. E.
Crowley, Prescott, Ont.

PAIR OF PULLET-BRED BARRED ROCKS—
1918 hatched cock over ten pounds; good lay-
ing strains as well as show. First ten dollars
takes this pair. Either bird is worth it alone.
Fred. Manning, 368 Princess Ave., London.
ROSE-COMB RHODE ISLAND REDS, COCK-
ERELS—Guild's strain, three-fifty each. Alex.
McKinney, Erin, Ont.

S-C. BROWN LEGHORN COCKERELS FOR
sale—Also bred-to-lay Rocks. Brookside Poul-
try Yards, W. E. Pilluck. Prop., Norwich, Ont.

Live and Dressed Poultry Wanted.
We can handle any quantity of good poultry,
either alive or dressed and will pay top prices.
We prefer turkeys, ducks and geese dressed, an
chickens and hens cither alive or dressed. It will
pay vou to sell your poultry to C. A. MANN
& CO. 78 King St. London, Ontario.

WANTED Crete el Ghickens
Large Hens Alive or Dressed

Write for p.ice list.

i Ave.
WALLER’S ™38
FOR SALE—FLOCK OF

62 Grade Ewes
4 Pure-bred Suffolk Ewes
and 2 Pure-bred Suffolk Rams

All black faces, voung and in first-class condition,

Apply: W. H. LITTLEFIELD
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