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Fighting to Cut Off German Relisf—Russia

Has Upper Hand in Kutno—Action

Develops Near Lodz—Austrians
Evacuate Pesitions.

(8pecial to Journal of Commerce.)
London, December 2.—The possibility of a renewal
of the battle along the River Aisne lines with the
Allies on the offensive is pointed out by the corres-
pondent of the Daily News, in Northern France 'm-
day.
The correspondent states that the French General
Staff has been glosely inspecting the Geérman lines
from Belfort to Ypres and has discovered several
weak points against which attacks probably could
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Petrograd, December 2.—The Army Messenger says:
“phe Russian armies operating against the Germans,
Austrlans and Turks continue to meet with consider-

The excessive cold,

* the Austro-Hungarian forces captured the Vﬂiuea of

Russian advance is persistently pushing back the
: The information reaching

frians are evacuating position after position, with

*The Germans persist in a furious struggle to burst

ich follows the railroad, Is -the only passage
fhrough which a relief army can be brought from
Close quarter fighting has lasted 16

be made with every hope of guick success.
The battle along the Aisne, it will be remembered,
petered out two months ago when the two opposing
armies were deadlocked, neither being able to ad-
vance. Then the fighting was suddenly trnnstt;rred
to Flanders where it has continued since. Now with
the Flanders campaign apparently nearing an end
the Allies are turning their attention again to the
Aisne lines which were undoubtedly weakened by
the Germans in many places, in order to strengthen
their lines in Flanders. It is possible that an attack
along the Aisne might be ordered by the Allies with-
in a few days, the correspondent thinks.
Violent fighting is apparently developing again on
the Yser in Flanders. Heavy guns were in aoction
on both sides along some parts of the line yesterday.
An indication of the German activity was gained
from the official communique issued yesterday in
Paris. It stated that there was a sharp engagement
between Bethune and Lens in which the French forces
made slight advances. Later unofficial messages to
Paris indicated that the fighting in. Flanders had
been resumed with unusual violence and that the
German attack appears to be developing strongly
again. A particularly strong attempt was made to
pierce the allied lines at Bixchoote yesterday, this
was repulsed. The correspondent states that the re-
cent engagements are the preliminaries of the “last
dash for Calals.” It will be remembered that several
weeks ago the Kaiser was reported to have ordered
the occupation of Calais by December.10th at any
cost.
With no respite from fighting night or day Petro-
grad despatches say the Russians are pressing.to win
control of the north road through Kutpo, leading to
Theisid- This road, which follows thy rafiway,
the only avenue for a German relief army.

The contest in Poland is still favorable for the Ru#-
sians, according to unofficial dispatches from the
front. The official report of operations says that on
the left bank of the River Vistula in the region of
Lpdz, the action continues to develop, the attacks of
the army being directed mainly against the front be-
tween Bielawy and Sobota. To the north of. Lowics,
the Russian offensive was successful. It is im thia
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“The flooding of Flanders by the Belgians, while
it checked the German advgrioe, also had a disas-
trous effect on the héalth. of the German troops.
Pneumonia, rheumatism fever, I hear,
have laid hold on the unw@é‘ﬂmuu of the Kali-
ser's army. 4
“The death roll in FI.M.& has been very heavy,
but perhaps the German soldiers’ worst and most
feared enemy is famine. Supplies of all kinds have
run short and it has been. found impossible adequate-
ly to feed the armies rioW holding the line in front
of the Allies. : S
“The German staff now seems to be between two
conflicting resolves. ' They ¢annot make up their
mind whether to fling away @ fresh army in anotheér
attempt %o reach the coveted goal or cut their terrible
losses and retreat from that Helgium which has been
a grave of so many of the Kiiser's bravest legions."
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TURKS CUT OFF EARS
AND NOSES OF SOLDIERS.
Nish, December 2.—It is officially announced that
Turkish brigands responding to the call for a “holy
war” have invaded Southern Servia and are attack-
ing the troops.
One band afmed with two -quick-firing guns at-
tacked a Bervian detachment which is guarding the
railway bridge, cutting’ off, the soldiers’ ears and
noses.
It is admitted that Serviafls: are retreating before
Austrians for stragetic repachs.

{TRENCHED

Paris, December 2.—T Em official communique

follows: )
“In the region to the south'y Ypres, at St. Eloi, an

treops during the day was repulsed.

“Our artillery damaged’ three heavy bpatteries of
the enémy’'s artillery at Vermgglles. The Chateau at
this place, the Park surrounding it, two houses in the
village and ‘some. of the enemy's trenches were bril-
lantly captured by our troops. In the environs: of
Fdy, to the south and west of Peronne, there was @
'

“In the reglon of Vendresse and Craonne, the Ger-
Our artillery ane

region that the Czar's forces are trying to dominate

of the most rigorous climatic
disadvantages, persist in holding their positions fac-
ing Lodz and Lowicz, where the Russians are deci-
mating their ranks. It is obvious that reinforcements
are expected here and in fact Russian reconaissance
parties have discovered reinforcements ¢oming south-
east toward Sieradz.

Germans in the face

swered the enémy’s gunfire successfully, and succeed-
ed in destroying a battery.

Fontuine . Madatne has been . repulsed, and we have
made some progress, capturing a trench in the woods
of Courtes Chausses and small work of defepse at St,
Hubert,

and in the Vobges nothing worth mentioning has hap-
pened.”

“In the Argénne an attack of the Germans against

“On the heights of the Meuse in the Woevre region
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break through to.Calajs is bitterly disheartened by
the serious disasters it has met. Practically no win-

nowW are exposed to thé rigors of West Flanders win-
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M Societry.'".l.;gn”;;:v‘_ Dispose of
~ Wares Over Counter at

Goodwin's
. SALE PRONOUNCED SUCCESS

indeed Only & Stoney-Heartad tndividus! of the Male
N Persuasion Could Resist Appeal Made in
Behalf of the Poor.

€

is the place in town to-day!
The big departmental store was taken possession of
by the ladies of Montreal who conducted a Two-Day
Campaign for “Sweet Charity’s Sake Soclety wo-
men, those interested in charities of various kinds—
religious work, the soldiers’ welfare and other phil-
anthropic movement—combined their forces and stag-
ed the most elaborate selling campaign ever put on
in Montreal.

The organization was headed by Lady Allan, who
deted as Lady Manager. Under her are many of the
best known women in Montreal, each of whom has
charge of-a department, Assisting them again are
scores of young society girls, whose conquests in the
soclal world are being duplicated over the gounter.
It is indeed a stony-hearted, unsympathetic individ-
ual who can resist their persuasive ways and win-
some smiles.

The selling organization has the ordinary church
fair beaten a mile. The ordinary individual who
g0es Ih with his mind made up to spend but a limited
amount is lucky if he gets away with ten times his
eay{mnted outlay. Not only are the goods tempting-
ly displayed and of a most attractive nature, but
the object for which the sale is conducted appeals
strongly to all who enter the store. In addition to
that, there is the crowning appeal of young winsome
women who positively refuse to be denied.

It would be impossible to enumerate the many ably
conducted departments, as every aisle of the store 18
bustling with activity. Perhaps to a mere man the
lunch room, presided over by Mrs. R. A. E. Green-
shiélds, was entitled to the blue ribbon. Certainly
the land office business she transacted was a tribute
to her organizing ability and to an innate knowledge
of one of man’'s primal wants. The seating capacity
of the lunch rooms was taxed to its utmost capacity.
Another popular place was the candy hooth, another
the soda water and ice cream Miss
8haughnessy directed affairs. The toy department,
furs, ladies’ wear, men’s shoes, and even the prosaic
grocery department, all bustled with a new life. The
plea “For Charity's Sake” was the seasame whlt'h}
dpened wide the purses of the purchasers. |
The Two-Day Sale, despite the extremely bad |
weather, has been a pronounced success Not only |
have: the sales ‘been unusually large, but the ﬁplrlli
animating the store will mean much for both buyers |
and “Ilers. The society ladies, Who went in and|
took charge of the store, knew little or nothing nhnu[}
the internal managément of a great (lppurtmonml}
store nor of the difficulties confronting those who |
serve. Tt has given them a new viewpoint, and, need- |
less to $ay, a-more sympathetic attitude towards the

girl behind the counter.
all other charitable movements, “the quality mercy
is not strained—it is It blesses him
who gives. and him who takes"
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Be Stimulus to Troops.

MWASSEY-HARRIS COMPANY.
Toronto, Ont., December 2.—THe plant of the Mas-

sey-Harris Company here has been partially opened.

such action would be stimulus to the troops,

Berlin, December 2.—The Reichstag met to vote
further war credits, Des Von Bethmann Holwelg, the
Imperial Chancellor, addressed the members, declar-
ing that the situation on both eastern and western
fronts “is favorable to our arms” He urged that |

the Reichstag vote credits asked on the ground that |
|

“At the same time the War Office announced the
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