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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

. LIBBRAL AND RADICAL.
Last month there took place a some-
the representation of the constituency | ¢

The
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And so it turned out'; the Conserva- |
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ranks shattered in
but to discover a common
‘ariy can agree to shout

In $hése columns we have on various
occasions expressed ‘ourselves to the
effect that the Parliament and Govern-
ment of England were extremely re-
miss in neglecting to take measures to

t their trade and industries from
unfair foreign competition. Not long
ago we were however told, by a very
esteemed contributor to this journal,
that “ the sooner the friends of closer
anion recognise the fact, that sanity of
mind is still retained by those who

the better it will be.”
‘We do not remember having gone so

above guotation we are rem
there is such a thing as monomanis, or
derangement of mind with regard to

< to be the mild form of lunacy with
which certain people and powers in

England are afflicted, in their notions
of what they are pleased to call “free
trade.”
years ago to establish this, their pet
economic system, they fancy they have
succeeded, although almost every other
nation and nearly all their own colon-
ies have rejected it. For what is trade
in its international aspect? The ex-
goes regularly ,to Sons of change of commodities between Da-
and branches of the 8t | {ions; and what is free trude ? The free

in all parts of Manitobs, | i ¢orchange of such commodities. Can

such free interchange exist without the
co-operation of two pations? Certain-

branch
8¢ Georye in all parts of the United States.to | gnother nation willing to accept her
m products as freely as she allows entry
into her own markets free

portation of foreign § whi

own exports to other countries are far
more heavily taxed now than ever they
were since she began her s“free trade”

agitation. England is now farther
thnevebommatnetndo.nd.in

su

she is labouring under a hallucination.
which, the dictionary tells us, is “a
perception of objects which have no
Faied reality.”

what interesting electoral contest for| Of course it is a very difficult matter

of Bradford, east division, England. It|. 4 tile off,” and just as hard to make

was o trisogular fight and very well| gnglish free traders believe thas their

. At ﬂ” unfriendly feeling which | country is less prosperous than it
_nmow existe betwixt the two wings of | ;1 ould be.

the Liberal party. Not only do divided | pocoming quite numerous. Ina recent

; councils prevail among the leaders, but | jaiter to the Times, Sir Howard Vino-

the rank and file have their feuds a180. | cent states that for the twelve months

were Greyille, (Union-| .qing30th Septemberthe importation

The latter gentleman, Who | Britain exceeded £81,000,000, o close
had experienced defeat at the general | ;,,on £10,000,000 more than in the pre-
. ceding year.
and Independant Labour | 4 extract from Lord Rosebery's speech
Mz declared that their at Epsom, and more recently, at Col-
o ‘was to **burst up the Liberal | o} ogter on the 20th October, his Lord-
m’ and clear away the hypoeritical ship returns to the charge in thefollow-

ey F Whenever any body raises a ery of foreign
s ﬂﬁ)llmbure 0‘ the con- competition they are at once crushed by the
candidates: In one of the car-| declaration that England never was so moneyed
Hardie’s bebalf a t’hﬁd prosperous

dstone of | L i, foundation, 1 will ot at this moment

but | quiry into the facts of this matter.”d

some ‘question.  But Lord ' Rosebery

‘| ought to know that it is not available
|in, this_instance.

Uni- |a Royal Commission, *‘appointed. to
candidate who was wealthy and | enquire into the (Depressien of Trade
“eight of clubs”}and Industry,” . completed its report
| which exhaustivelydiscussed the whole
expenisive resorts. On the | subject,
hand a conservative speaker pro- | education, regardi
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But in considering the | report,and,since its publication, foreign
inded that | competition has not only been severely
felt by English merchants in
markets above mentioned, but it has
invaded England itself in an unheard
of degree, as has- been shown by Sir
Howard Vincent and others,

economy.

particular subject, and this seems

of t

Because they attempted fifty the

con

not, and unless England can find

trade cannot
enjoys to-day is

products while ier

thatshe isin possession of it,

convince & monomaniac that he is

‘But the warning voices are

foreign manufacturers into Great
in

In our last issue we gave

g words :— fa.

te

ashow. Whethor that prosperi-
and "9!!.5 rest on an absolutely sure aud

5 ,Butwwlmmro‘gt is this
: -out_out, in some of the
commercial

[

Mo Lordablp i sl rioved to sak:
Oannot the Government order an in-

on method of the

is the re :
. for' indefinitely

) ngmm@tqr.nhmo-

Ten vears ago &
that of - technical

which the Com-
follows :— .

includi

there for the excess in production of all

manufacturer to keep his men and ma-
chinery at work, and to sacrifice in
England the goods he cannot sell at
good prices in his own country.
well known that manufacturers of vari-
ous commodities in England live in

portations which often completely
derange their market and dissipate
their expectations of profit.

In speaking before the Birmingham
Chamber of Commerce
June, Mr. Ohamberlain made light of
German competition and other*bogeys’

which we ought to have maintained”
But this loss, Mr, Chamberlain attri-
butes to inability or unwillingness on
the part of English manufacturers to

comply with the
customers, or as he'called it, st the too

great independence of our manufactur-
ing population.”
and some other English statesmen he
is prepared.to lay the blame on every
cause except the right one, in order
that his favorite free trade policy may
way not bediacredited, ;

‘We hope in future issues to place be-
fore our readers the details of some dis-
astrous interferences by foreign pro-
ducers with the natural course of trade

point out. the supreme inconsistency
and cowardice of parties and politicans.
now in power there, who can see their
free trade principles trodden under foot
‘by the foreigner, and their agriculture
and manufactures suffering in the un-

est effort to cure the evil by adminis-

their own medicine, - This uttter dis-
regard of everyday ex

which b:“m unhoed.pd mr |
| ppmant ourselves, with t) “Wimmm ctistoms and excise into|
2 o i Tkl oo account it is supposed that. total and

selves contepd in vain.”
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THE B. E. LEAGUE IN CANADA.

British Empire, League in Oanada his
recently jssued a pamphlet in which
arve detailediits origin; copstitution and
by-laws, . We regret exceedingly to be
obliged to call the attention of our
readers to certain very grave omissions
in this publication, which complétely
ignores what were understood to be the
the distinctive features of the Canad-
jan Branch, When, on the 4th March

Ottawa Canada.
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The fact | one

here being a perfectly open market

world has encouraged the foreign
the

Itis

stant fear of spasmodic foreign im-

on the 13th

of

jquirements of their

Like Lord Rosebery

thi

England. Meanwhile ‘we desire to

iv strife, withont making the slight-
ring to alien manufacturers a dose of
jenice  on the

5(i:-ltla-, and in-

;home puth

Against stupidity, -the gods them-
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The Executive Committee of the

European states in 1892, and of the fact
that certain of those treaties, notably
that with Belgium (1862) and that with

clude the right of Great Britain and

tions, the Tmperial Federation League
in Canada trusts that, in order that no
such obstacle may henceforth stand in

mercial policy as the interests of our
Empire may render needful, all com-
mercial treaties affecting fiscal arrange-
ments shall contain & proviso that no
favored nation clause granted to any
foreign states ghall in future apply to
perferential arrangements made be-
tween the countries of the Empire.
20th May, 1804, That any scheme of rej
Imperial Federation should embrace &
Commercial Union as necessary to its
strength and permanence; that such
union should be based as nearly as

how to modify the objectionable treat-
jes. We refrain at present from fur-
ther comment on the action of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, in the hope that it
will take the earliest opportunity of
extricating itself from the unfortunate
position
doubt the mistake has been committed it
out of defeernce to the wishes of the Thes 4

: for commercial interests,. it developed
until it became a bond of unity and the
foundation of the German Empire.”
The subject was to'be approached from
its commereial side, and four proposi-
tions were ‘laid down in the last of

leaders of the League in England, but
we would remind the Committee that

found to be the best guides in. the past,
and that Sir ‘John Lubbock’ has never
spoken out distinctly on inter-British
trade relations.
which appeared in a Londen periodical,
regarding the water supply and Sir
John Lubbocks letter to the Times on
that subject, it is stated thav * the late
Qardinal Manning once remarked to
the writer that Sir John Lubbock al-
ways struck a low mnote upon: & public
question.”

immediate prohibi

| er, ‘but .one of some magnitude to s
financs ‘minister, however gritty his
character may be. : :

numerous suggestions  were
mostly “with reference to: economy in
expenditure, It was thought that sup-
erannuation might be abolisbed, that
some civil servants might be dismissed
and tge salaries of the rest reduced,
that two-thirds of the Customs officials
might be discharged or thrt the Senate

states of the Zollverein (1865) ex-

Colonies iscriminating in favor of
another and against foreign na-

‘way of our adopting such a com-

them is in a’ promise to consider
as

which it has assumed. No

e home federationists have not. been

Indeed in an article 2

PROHIBITION.

A few months ago the Toronto Globe:
means of making ‘up. that loss.

tion- would occasion

In response to the Globe’s invitation |

t seems to me that' if tha
calling a council of the Empire.”, .,

pechil | da-Olub dinner the enthusiasm wasat
deficlency. in revenne to the extent 'lt,s'jh‘lghu& and ' the témperatare sich

thast-Oaptain Greville would be mission concludes
up as ace of

particularly deficient ascompared with some of
our foreign competitors ; and this remark ap-
5 - won i £ plies not only to what is usualy called techni-
G “.'- e h‘la:::uhl‘ll show . was cal education, but to the ordinary commercial

- “burst,” wheu following result of | equcation which is required 'in mercantile
house, and especially the knowledge of foreign

might be done away with. As regards
new sources of revenue & land tax and
a duty op patent medicines were men-
tioned. Direct taxation was suggested
in a hazy half-hearted way, but it
seémed to be tacitly admitted that such
a step could scarcely be underfaken by

In the matter of gducation we scem 0 b6 |, o¢ the latter gave up its old name of
the Imperial Federation League in
Capada it did not give up it old prin-
ciples, and, as Sir Donald A. Smith
pointed out, in adopting a new title
«The Canadian Association did not
give up anything for which it contend-

that the time for enquiry js past, and
that full enguiry has been made not

direct the commercial policy of Britain, ||

The report of this Commission shows

the deficiencies in
ut also

on abo vrer‘eforred‘.bt;d;l‘i
erence to the .
4 u M .

e,

o connected ‘with inland railway
carriage, deterioration in the quality of

English 1goods,, qve;-wm, ete.,
but one of the special causesof the de-
pression is stated by the Commission in
the following passages:—
We are disposed tothink that one of thechief
agencies whio) have tended to petpetuate this
‘state of 't is the’ protectionist pélicy of so
many foreign counfries which has become more
marked during the last ten years than at any
previous period of similar length. ‘The high
prices which protection secures to the producer
within the protected area naturally stimulate
production and impel him to engage in competi-
tion iu foreign markets. The surplus produc-
tion which cannot find a market at home is Bent
abroad, and in foreign markets undersells the
commodities produced under less artificial con-
ditions, . . . . Our trade with foreign
countries is becoming less profitable in propor-
tion as their markets are becoming more dif-
cult'of access owing to restrictive tarifls. . . .

. Further, in neutral markets, such asour
own and dependencies, and especially
in the East, we are beginning to foel the effects

ed before.”

* | lishment of an Imperial Tariff for de-
fence, and adopted, at onme time or

of foreign competition in quarters where our

The old League contended for pre-
ferential trade betwixt British nations,
the abolition. of treaty restrictions
whigh prevent this, as well as the estab-

another, very distinct’ resolutions ‘in
favor of these, But thereisno raention
of these méasures in the Oonstitution
of the British Empire League now pub-
lished, and we are forced to the conclus-
jon that they have been abandoned
and that the programme of the B. E,
League i England has been adopted
by the authorities of the Canadian
Branch without any reservation or
modification whatever.
That there may be no mistake on this
subject we here place before our read-
ers the resolutions above referred to,
taken from the proceedings at various
annual meetings of the old QOanadian
Federation League :—
24th March; 1888. That the Imperial
Federation League in Canada make it
one of theobjects of their organization
to advocate a trade policy between
Great Britain and her Colonies, by
means of Which a discrimination in the
exchange of natural and manufactured
products will be made in favor of one
another and against foreign nations,

trade formerly enjoyed & practical monopoly.

far as to charge English statesmen with

positive insanity on questions of poll-l

These extracts are from the majority | Treaties between G

30th January, 1800, That in view of
the termination of the Commercial

the Dominion Government without
seriously interfering with provincial
rights. . ;
Inits issiie of 9th Decembsr the Globe

has an article on the subsidies to the

provinces now amounting to about four.
and a quarter million dollars annually,

and admits that ene of its correspond-

ents has made out & fair case for théir
discontinuance, ' independerit. of - ‘any;
connection With the abolition of the
liquor trattie,, In this gase there cannot
be much doubt in the minds o, reason-
able men as to how in the latter event,
the financial difficulty is to be met.
Those who advoeate prohibition may
as well make up their ‘minds at once
that that measure will necessitate at
the same time the abolition of provin-
cial subsidies.
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FAST AND. LOOSE.
The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain
has had a severe chill ; not physically,
but in that higher mental region where
enthusiasm is supposed to reside. Itis
oply a few months ago that this ele-
ment in his character was warm and
vigotous, and apparently capable of un-
limited expansion. But it would seem

as if the modern political doctrine of
Limited Liability, according to which
a government should assume as little
responsibility as possible, had been in-

development of the Imperial Estate,
and as if his enterprise had been checked
in thatdirection. 1t may be worth while
to attempt a history of his case, and
find out'if possible w
been that

“ repressed his noble rage

and froze the genial current of the soul.”

It was in Nov. 1895, over a year ago,
that Mr. Cbamberlain began that series
of speeches by which he frighted “the
isle from her propriety,” and set ex-
pectation on tiptoe throughout = the
Empire regarding his designs.
vived the words “Imperial Federa-
tion” and spoke of it as a ‘‘dream”
worthy of realisation. On the occas-
jon of the opening of the Natal Rail-
way-he stated that the Mother Country

it-could haye

He re-

oiced greatly at the wider patriotism

embracing the whole of Greater Bri-
tain, and that the man must be blind
who did not see that ‘[mperial Federa-
, tion had impressed itself on. the mind
practicable upon freer trade through-| o¢ the English speaking race. In Jau.,
oqtthe%mpln.w and upon them
{mports, with fow sxcoptions, to pro- o Ry
vide funds for Imperial Defence.

It will be observed that the old
League spoke with no ‘uncertain sound
regarding these important matters. It
is very different with the new constitu-
tion, in which the only reference to any decided expressions ; then it was that
he referred to Sir John A. Macdonald

1806, at the: Leamington banquet, Mr.

creative time, of an opportunity

which might never again recur for con-
solidating the peoples of the Empire.
It was however at the Canada Club
dinner on the 28rd March, that M-
Ohamberlain gave utteranceto his mos

« that most Imperially-minded man”

and ‘again brought forward Imperial
Federation as a problem to be attacked
along the line of least resistance. He
characterised the German Zollverein a

a great example for our study and im-
itation, and shewed that ‘‘starting as

did on a purely commercial basis and

hich it was conceeded that free trade

throughout the Empire would involve
the imposition of duties against foreign
countries. Perhaps the most import-
ant statement Mr. Chamberlnin made
in this speech is the following :—*‘But
the principle which I claim must be
accepted if we are to make any, even
theslightest, progress is that within
the different parts of the Empire pro-
tection must disappear, and that the
duties must be revenue duties, and not
protective duties in the sense of .pro-
tecting the products of one part.of the

of part.

pm?:
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It will thus be seen that.at; the Caga-

roveke alarm on the part’dl ‘the

a8
¢ $7,000,000, & trifling sum certainly to| 82 t0 PO’ :
e et ok i S ofersne] soonomic doctors of the Cobdeh Oib.

Thether they were the cause is ,;not

evident, but it-is certain that from this

tithe refrigeration  began,
the delegateés weré hastening to“ithe

and’ while

‘Obugress of Ohambers of Cowminerce in

Jane, some of them -apticipating the
‘acceptance by it ef the new commer-
tial gospel, Mr. Chamberlain was pre-
paring a wet blanket with which' he
effectually moderated their zeal. The

Congress was told that absolute and
immediate Inter-Imperial free trade
was indispensable, that the colonies
must take the initiative and as for the
Council of the Empire it did ‘not éven
receive ‘‘honourable mention.” The
same process of cooling down has since
continued as is proved by Mr. Oham-
berlain’s letter to Lord Winchelsea
alréady ‘mentioned: in our ¢olumns.
Later still, on the 13th November be-
fore the the Birmingham Chamber of

thus :—** We in our colonial policy,as

fast as we acquire new territory -and

develop -it;' develop it as trustees’ of

civilisation for the commerce 'of the

world, . We offer in all these makets

over which onr ﬂﬁsﬂ(’»& the same op-

‘portunities; the same..open fields to

foreigners that we offer to our own-sub-

jects, and upon the same terms.” '’ In

this quotation we have the proof that

Mr. Chamberlain's patriotic, enthysi-

asm has cooled down 'to the level of
the crudest ‘cosmopolitanism. Here
there is also ‘evidence ‘that, “even if it
were possible for the Colonies to adopt
free trade with the mother couniry
forthwith, still the imposition by her
of 'duties “against foreign’ countries
would not be forthcoming.

This relation must we think”have
gerved to convince our readers thac
Mr. Chamberlain has ‘‘ gone back” on
himself, and abandoned his principles
of twelve months ago.' Is this change
to be attributed to the influence
of his colleagues in the Government ?
It may be, but it is worth pointing out
that the greatest retrogradation took
place between the time of the Cham-
bers of Commerce meeting and
the date of the letter to’ Lord Win-
chelsea, which was written shortly

rest Britain and

voked to repress his aspirations for the
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