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THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON INSURANCE.

How far the requisition for information to be 
furnished by tlie life insurance companies will lie 
complied with will not be known until the Commis
sioners resume their sittings on 17th inst.

But there is every probability of the replies and 
schedules sent in from the companies falling very 
far short of what arc asked for. We shall not be 
surprised indeed if the British and American com
panies send in no reply, as their officials in Canada 
have not the llooks, vouchers, and records which are 
necessary to compile answers to the voluminous and 
intricate questions put by the Commissioners.

When the replies are received they will have to 
lie studied by each member of the Commission, un
less they pass them over en bloc to the actuary who 
has been engaged to aid in their investigation.

A large portion of Ins time will be occupied for 
a long period in studying the information sent in, 
so the prospect is not bright for the investigation 
proceeding on the lines that may lie indicated by 
the companies' replies, or by the replies of any one 
of them.

crudeness and unfairness, without an opportunity 
lieing promptly given to such company to give what
ever explanations, or information would be required 
to state its position justly.

The public nnnd has been so excited by sensation 
mongers that people are ready to give credence * 
any inuendo, or charge disparaging to the manage
ment of a life insurance company. Under such 
baneful influences some policy-holders have allow
ed them to lapse, or accepted their surrender value, 
or sold them for a nominal sum. In each instance 
a sacrifice has been made, not so much of the in
terests of the living policy-holder as of the just 
claims of those dejicndents for wfiom life insurance 
is usually secured as a [irotection against distress.

The procrastinator who has postponed applying 
for a policy, in spite of his conscience urging the 
fulfilment of this duty, has found a new argument 
against decision in the insinuations against life 
insurance which have apjieared in certain yellow
journals.

We fear, ere many years have elapsed, there will 
i tie many a widow and orphan who will bitterly rue 
; the day when obstructions were placed in the path 

of life insurance by unfair reports and misleading 
reasonableness of our protest against inert scraps statements being heard by the Royal Commission 
of evidence reflecting upon some company lieing without the antidote to such poison being promptly 
heard and allowed to tie spread broadcast in all its administered.

We trust the Commissioner will recognize the
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