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MATCH-BREAKING.

A TALE OF AN ENGLIZH COUNTRY TOW™ §.

( Continuation.)
Rose Stapleton was about twenty years old,
wmy"ﬂé persanification of youth in her
peasance and motions ; perhaps 1 may be
idered to have been guilty of tautology in
sentence ; but [ know many girls whom
a.ntain have never been young—who are,
always have deen, destitate of the spright-
elasticity, and freshness of youth.—
il was not Rose Stapleton ; she was re-
bly pretty ; and her beauly on account
its decidedly bright and juvenile character-
fics, was lik |y to he peculiarly objectionable
ght of an old maid. She had profa-
of rich soany ringlets, intensely blue
rosy cheeks, and scarlet lips, and teeth
bniliantly while, that Miss Malford said
y afforded a fallible indication of con-
plion ; the figure of Rose, however, had
g consumplive ahout it, beingsome what
low the middle size, and inclined to a de-
of plampness which might have injured
fﬂh airy had it not been counterhalanced
light and sylph-like agility of her mien,
had also a smile so very sweet; as to
ve reason to suppose that her temper was
ually so. Mrs. 8¢ \pleton was generally con-
Jd e{lnd denoninated a worldly-
3 but [ am of opinton that she was ralher
red by the phrase ; she had nome of the
, ealculating policy, which usually apper-
jns to such a character. She certainly
d and expeeted that her danghter should
a wealthy man, and the exceedingly
onl attractions of Rose did not seem to
der such a hope at all unreasonable; but
took no puticular means to secure her
t, save giving smiles and invitations to rich
, and cool recrptions and averted looks to
ones,—She did not carry her beautiful
1o display * her buski
ing dew,” in the early promenade of
Itenham, or to ¢ waive her golden hair”
the stirring breezes of Brighton.
Rose Stapl=ton was not educated or put for-
for display ; she neither acted charades
shot at archery meetings, nor offici ted at
fairs, nor sttitudinized il: .lublnur—ahe
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woithy kind creatures, no man in his senses
who is a good march, would ever «iink of of-
frring to either of them j then they are both
very fond of Rosy and will be sure'to draw her
outy and speak bighly of her if required, as
she is young enough to be the daughter of
either of them, snd of course is quite aut of the
question as a ¥

Poor Mrs. pleton, she little & 'w the
intuitive hatied felt by an old maid for a
young beauty ; she was a thoroughly good
neaning woman,w ithout the least taste for mis-
chicfy and would just as soon have thou ght of
amusing herself o bicaking matches, as in
breaking china.

Rose also gave (ull credit to the protestations
of friendship which she ieceived from the
spinsters : she and  her mother both rather
wondered 'hat two or three gentlemen, who
had seemed greatly to admire her, had never
made any serious proposals to her ; but they
little imagined that the constant spying, the
officious intrusious, and the sly inuendors of
their two dear friends, were the real cause of
the apparent cooly and dilatoriness of the
lovers, Had Rose selected young and pretty
pirls for her intimate associates, they would
have been frequently sought for by heaux, who
would have been anxious to become their part-
nois in the dance, or their escorts in the rural
walk, and tL.ey would have been too well em-
ployed and too well pleased to watch aud cir-
cumvent all her proceedings ; but Miss Ogle
by and Miss Ma'ford were always at hand to
relieve guard wi h each other ; they acted,in
fact, the part of complete duennas, but poor
Rose never suspected them to be such, since
shie was unable 'o picture a duenna, abouading
in compliments, tender phrases, and fair spee-
cies. One of e favorite amusemer’s of
the people of Allingham was to join in pienic
parties to some secluded and beautiful spot in
the neighbourhood, and these pleasure parties
were often productive of anything but pleasure
to the old, rheumatic, and ailing.—They were
generally fixed a week or ten days beforehand,
and therefore, as weatherin England is gene-
rally rainy if it is particularly wanted to he
otherwise, it was no common thing to see the
whole party set out armed with umbrellss, fol-
lowed by servants laden with wrapping clo.ks
and box coats. Sometimes they made their
way through thorny hedges to the peril and
destruction of scarfs, veils and drapery ; some-
times they prrsued the path of a slippery de-
clivity, not unfrequently achieving the whole
distance from top to bottom in a minute, at the
slight expense o‘l)a spoiled dress, or a fractured
limb, and they then refreshed themselves after
their fatigues by sitting with their, .gs doubled
up under them, in the fashion of a Tark or a
tailor, upon the wet grass, eating cold delica-
cies from plates s g on their lays, and
maintaining a useless conflict with the wasps
who hummed around them, attracted by the
good eheer in which they ahounded.
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some attorney of Allingham on the damp
grass, altho chaiis and camp stools had been
provided for the seniors of the compiny. The
kind hearted unsuspected Rose went constunt=
ly to sit with Miss Ogleby, and read 10 het,
ull the sprained ancle got welly and she was
indefotigable in hee presents of lozenges and
vluck currant jelly to Miss Mallord  wing
the continuance of her sore thioat ; she wouid
have softened the heaits of almost any other
adversaries, but match breakers have no hearts
of their owny and their greatest pastime cons
sists in probing and tormenting those of uther
prople.  An event was now to happen which
converted the envious ill will of these ladies
towards the blooming Rose into decided and
maliznant enmity.  Every lown has it great
man, and Allingham had every great man bes
longing to it.  Sir Peregrine Dalling, a baro-
netof old family and large fortune, had a man-
sion a little way ont of the town ; he was
about forty~five years old, had high spirits, a
lond voiee, and a stronz constitution ; he was
fond of the country, fond of lield sports, and es.
pecially fond of embellistiing and improving his
beautiful residenee, and therefore had about as
great an aversion us Hawthorn, for
“ That region of smoke,
That scene of confusion and noise,”

known by the name of L adon,

A coun'zy town werally ful! of ladies,
who are kecnly alive to detect every synptom
of a marrying man, provided such man be pos-
sessed of saliicient foitune 1o render a marriage
with hin desirable ; but, strange to say no-
body ever suspected the possilility that Sir
Peregrine might be inclined to many. 1 ra-
ther think that I can assign a reason foi this
strange dulness. Sir Peregrine had been a
widower five and twenty years, and during
that time no one had ever aurd a whisper of
bis predilections for flirtations ; no'w, when an
old bachelor fi lls in love, and wishes to marey,
no one is ever 'stonished, it may be supposed
that he is anxious to ascertain the effect of 4
married state of existence ; but when a widow-

has remained wifeless for a long period of

t may easily be conjectured, either that
the good qualities of his deceased partner have
wedded hum to his remembiance, or that her
bad vnes have affrighted him from encounter-
ing the chance of a second edition of them in
the person of a second wife,  Accordingly, no-
body attempted to entrap Sir Peregrine s o
husband, although all were delizhted to re-
ceive his lavish civilities and hospitalities as a
master of a large income, and a large house,
His parties were numerwus and his presents
abundant; he was a kind hearted, generous
man, and as he did ndt see through the cha-
racters of our two spinsters, and was plewscd
with their attentive obliginz manners to him
ts of fruit and g :me, and drives in his car-
riage, were frequently at their command, und
as they really believed him unlikely to marry,
they spoke 1o more than the trath when they
1

Now Rose was eminently qualified to ap-
pear o advantage at theee pic-nics ; she had
unravelled abilities at scrambling—she wore
no finery which it could injure her temper or
her spirits to get spoiled—she scarcely ever
caught cold, she had a natural grace, which
prevented hier from appearing awkward, even
in the doubled-up attitude fitted to a pic-nic
hoard—and her beautiful complexion conld

simply an d phisticated girl,
lovely face, moderate aceomplishments,
afine temper.  Mrs. Stapleton showed one

triumphantly defy the most searching ordeal
of a bright blazing July sun ; and to these re-

of strict attention to her danghter’s ma-

| interests, which she considerad to
licate groat shrewness on her part, but which
my opft'nion was decidedly the reverse. She
ot permit Rose to form a close intimacy
any of the girls among her acquaintance,
as she felt it would not e desi to have
she
by

alford to di Ml?ls:i.ly.

those of an exquisitely turned
foot and ancle, and my readers wnl(nﬂ be
surprised that the firm of Ogleby and Malford
deemed it mi:uhrly necessary 10 act as &
shadow to on every pic-nic party, lest
any of the young men whe were in the habi
of frequenting them, should be so struck with
the charms of Rose, and the combined de-
lights of country seclusion, spreading trees,
cold chickens, and cham, y a8 1o put their

diration into the awful and tangible shaj

argued lo herself, with what

huﬂdnmnn;flhn world,

1If Rose be surrounded ng ana_attrac-

\ the mombu?l any one disposed

ire her will he divided, orperhaps even
0zleby

3 now, and Miss Mal-
are excellent foils, and although they are

of an offer ‘:f‘ lmlvilr. p(‘),ﬁnf:'lin Oglehy
a ancle raj| ow!
wn '.':-"‘. rude dop’aut iny. rock ‘:1;«- [y
ng officer in the nej was ten-
erly conducting her, and Miss Malford had a
sore

severe cold from insisting on
sitting belween her dear Rose and the

guated him as * an excellent neighbour,
and a great aequisition to Allingham.”
One moming, Sir Peregrine called on Miss

malevolent old fairy, and her actions are not
fur ditlerent § she is the teror of her sevvants,
whom she starves, cuspects, and insults ; the
hotror of the poor, to whom she never gives a
shilling, her donations entirely consisting of
lectures on the expeciency of living on ot
meal and red hernngs, and facilities of Liing=
ing up a fumily on ten shillings a week, and
a perlect spint of discord anong her fiiends
and acquaintance, who can trace most ol theig
quarte s und misunderstundings 1o her

chicvous instige i Do, Sir Peregrine,

sider twiee belsie you place your happiness in

of such a woman.”

y dear Miss Ogleby,” said the haronet,
drily, * you give yoursell needliss puin. Iu
respect to Miss Maliord’s bhad qualities, 1 may
weisonbly be allowed to suppose thit they
nust he counteracted by some powertul re-
commendutions, else yon could nover be indu-
ced to indulge her with so mucl. of your valoe
able society 5 but whether her quaities ba
bid or good c.n he of little consequence o
me, except vs a common acquaintance, Iam
on the pownt of endeavouting to gein the hand
of another of your intimate fizends, Rose Sta~
pleton??

i

(T be continued.) .
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MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS.

Twenty eight Jewish converts within a few
years were haptised ot Liveipool, where is &
tegular Hebrew service with the idebrew litar
gy of the church of Enzland.

Mis. Ann Highman, of Noftingham, En=
gland, died recently, from mortification of the
tongue, occesioned by the prick of a needls
which she had in her mouth.

Encke’s Comet was observed at Liverpool
(Eng.) on the night of the Sept. 27. Its ri‘\l
vscension was 20, 80m, 21s. and nosth declina-
tion 38 deg. 4. 54 Lis appearance was that
of a hazy star of the lenth magnitude,

The King of Naples has published an edict
azainst duelling, wherein @ murderer in a duel
shall be punisiiuble us a common sssassin, and
the bodies of both paities buried in a profane
place~-seconds in a duel, bewers of challen-
ges, and all who tuke part in u duel ending fa-
tally, are to be punished by death.

There is a rumour of a rebellion among the
turkies, chickens, ducks and gecse—a rise in
the poultry yard— on acceunt of the New En-
gland Governors having appointed the seme
day for Thanksgiving. It is not tiue thitour
neighbour of the Argus is at the head of it
he was only deputed to wait upon the pigs and
get their views in regard to the fowl conspie
racy of the Governors.

It has been said that there never was a man
with long legs who was not an arrant coward j
~—that nature, knowing their lack of couraj
to face danger, generously provived them with
an extra length of legs to enable them to fles
from it.

Teachers are much wanted in Ohio, in the

hborhood of Cincinnati. Liheral salaries

Ogleby, and after some nervous h ions,
and divers twitchings of his hat, actually con-
fided to her that he thought of again eatering
into the matrimonial state.  Miss Ogleby

to do her figure justice, was so upright

on the continual bridle, now bridled still high-
er; she hit her thin pale lips to make them
m', shook the long gold ear-rings, in “er cars,
and artlessly sported with a drooping side ring-
let of her wig ; she could not Souht that his
intention referred to herself.

“ The object of my choice is
timate and highly valued friend,’
baronet.

Miss Ogleby loosened her hold of her ring-
let, and ceased to bridle ; she bit her lip, how-
ever more vinlo:ﬂ, than ever ; her most inti-
mate friend was Miss Malford ; could it be en-
dured that her sister match-maker should slil
have secured such an excellent and lplemld
match for hersell T

“Dear Sir Peregrine,” she said, ¢ my very
heart aches for you ; Miss Malford has certain-
Iy foreed heraeifinto some degree of intercourse
with me,but | dowet know any one calculated

Jour most in-
? pursued the

nd- | to make a worse wife ; her personis toat ofa

will be given to those who are efficient.

The cows of the Durham breed, were sold
last week near Philadelphia at an aggregate of
$4760, averaging 8476 each.

The contractor of the first municipality, New
Orleans,! 5 brought in a bill of $400 for Yd.
soned sausages for destroying dogs this sess

‘The French government has granted ungua-
lified freedom to all slaves in their province of
Guina,

Houston, the seat of Government of Texas,
contains a population of 3000 persons, and is
said to be rapidly increesing.

There is a ion of t{e Wiiwington and

fifty miles in -extent, whichis
straight es a line can be drawn.

The New York Sun gives the following s
“ Finn’s last ?—What sort of a light do
call that in front of the Jew’s synagague,

a friend, of Finn, as they passed up Ci
ll‘hml tlluoltm *vening, An l-lvl-h we
reply.

The quantity of flour received st New
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