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How then are we to meet the problem 
which confronts us? The answer is ready 
a: hand. This is the age of specializa
tion and we must specialize along those 
lines for which nature has f:tted us. Our 
dominion with the cow has passed for
ever, but in poultry, gardening and bee
keeping there are almost unlimited op
portunities ; it is my happy task this af
ternoon to tell you of the possibilities 
■with bees—one of the least exploited and 
most promising fields for women in this 
country.

Although it may seem somewhat ego
tistical, a little of my own experience may 
serve to point out as well as anythinge'se. 
What one woman has done another can 
do. It’s not because of my own success 
that I choose my own story, but becausetlie 
difficulties I have had to contend with 
will be fairly suggestive of what almost 
any woman would have to meet.

Indeed, I have had little of real suc
cess ; yet my story so far is made up 
largely of futile efforts and many fa lures ; 
perhaps becausee it is so commonplace it 
may be of more real value than if it 
were one of brilliant success. Until we 
have learned to extract the goodness and 
the sweetness out of failure we have not 
learned to live Success is one of the 
most unsatisfactory things in life. We 
exult in it for a time but it leaves little 
behind it,whereas through failure wen'ay 
learn the wisdom of the ages if we are 
made of the right stuff.

Now, it was from no matter of choice 
that I became a bee-keeper. We had 
always kept a few bees at home—enough 
to supply the house with 'oney. I took 
no part in their management other than 
to spread a wild alarm when they were 
swarming. About 10 years ago father 
purchased some .65 colonies with the in
tention of making bee-keeping his. prin
cipal business. However, after the first 
enthusiasm had passed he found that he 
much preferred to stick to the farm. For 
two or three years we got on fairly well, 
Then a succession of hard w inters, coupled

with poor management, depleted our 
stock until in the spring of ’07 we were 
reduced to 18 weak colonies. Now it is 
here that I really come into the story 
Up to that I had helped with the bees .n 
the summer and during the winter was 
attending school in Toronto. Like a 
good many other girls I was filled with a 
warm idealism for the betterment of the 
world, The world, however, was wiser 
than I, and did not meet my efforts with 
approval, and finally to teaon me wis
dom I sat me down somewhat disheattened 
and discouraged at the humble task ol 
bee-keeping, of building up and bringing 
to a paying basis our sadly neglected 
apiary.

And thus I found myself launched as 
my own boss, My equipment was in m me 
respects better than most girls could start 
out with. It consisted of a good honey 
house and extractor both of which would 
have cost me more money than 1 could 
have afforded, and a cumbersome quan ity 
of supplies. Unfortunately the hives 
were not of standard type and I am still 
using them, although I hope to change 
them sometime. These together with 18 
weak colonies from which nothing could 
be expected that year, and gene.al 
knowledge of bees completed my outfit

The record of my first year is not to 
be proud of. Have you ever thought 
what a difficult thing it is for the aveiage 
girl to manage a business on her own in
itiative. We are not trained for it and 
public opinion does not demand that we 
make good. A man has all the advant
ages in these things, and unless a woman 
is gifted with an unusual amount of one
ness ability, she has a hard struggle 
At the outset she has to develop a new 
attitude of mind, and almost a new set of 
instincts and this requires considerable 
perseverance. I know if it had rot been 
for the determination to prove my own 
worth for something, there were many 
times when I should have been tempted 
to let go. I liked the work while 1 was 
at it, but after being away for a lew
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