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INDIAN MISSIONARIES AND THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT DEFENDED.
LETTER FROM REV. DR. WILKIE

Mr. Kumar further says: “No one in
the West can understand how much the
people of India have to endure at the
hands of the representatives, high and
low, of the powers that be; and how
they are crused under the burden of tax-

Editor Domdnjon Presbyterian :—I see
that my old friengl and fellow etudent,
the Rev. Dr, Campbell, of Victoria, Br.
Columbia, with his usual eense of fair
play and desire to give both eides of
any story b ‘ore coming to a conclusion
and perhaps also because of a suspic-
fon that all he heard was not true and
that the bewt way to stop all falsehood
was to give 't a soon as possible all
publicity, has been listening to one of
these charactors that are doing their
best to wide up 111 will against the Gov-
ernment in India, and has given what
he heard to the Prese. Dr, Campbell in
giving the statements publicity has done
good as it enables those who know the
facts 1o wol them 1ight; ond in the in-
terests of troth and out of loyalty to
the Britkh Government 1 hope all the
papers will do what they oan to e
forth the truth, when by faleehood eo
mueh harm s belng done.

Had Dr. Campbell been long n India
he wonld not have given Mr. Kumar
such a high charseter for homesty or
intelligence; bt that anises only from
Dr. Candpbell’s desie to be fadr.

Mr. Kumor says “0 vernment eta'is-
ticy show more me by fifty per cent
among native Chritbing thon amongst
native  Buoddls which ehowe that
christdanity 4 strong a f o'or :8
Buddhimn 10 elevate the moral  condi
tlon of the Indim."”

1 referred thin statement o Rir Harvey
Adumson, the hiead of the Criminal In-
telligence department, an dthe following
is his answer: “I have had to confi.e
mysell to Burina ae there are very few
Buddliets elwewliere, Here are the
figures :

Rado p.c. of

Convicts Conviets to

admitted  Popu- yopu-

Rellglons, Yenr. to fnile. lation, lation,

Buddhiste 1005 15.319 .16
1008 15773 0,184.214 17

1907 15,673 A7

Netive 1906 K .059
Ohristiane 1006 67 130928 .058
1907 54 .04

Tt will thus be eeen that the ratio of
Buddhist conviets to Buddhiet popula
tion is pmctioally three times as hizh
@s the ratlo of Notive Christian ocon-
viots 10 Native nistian population,
The rewn'ts fs due In great measure to
the Kurens, of w'om 1 told you.”

In our convemation Sir Horvey Adam.
®on polnted out that the large mumber
of the Ohristisn convicts dn  Bu'ma
were frun the Madrasee servant olass
that flooked over to Burma; and that
the lower nue wae ow'ng to the super-
ior morality shown in the Karens since
they had become (hid tians, These
Madrassees are near'y all Roman QOatho-
lics; wheress the Kurens a‘e nerly all
Protestants  of the Amerioan Baptist
and other misslonaty sociéties,

Mr. Kumar forther says: “Christicn
Misslonaries work amongt the lowes',
poorest and mot ignomant class of Tng
dians, They oonx them to their meet-
ings and to become members of the
Christian  religlon, by offering them

" food, olothing and money, ete,”

It ds true that the lurgeet number of
the Chavletdans in India are from the low
onstes,  The poor have the gospel preach-
ed unto them and ws in the days of our
Master the greuter numbor of the fol-
lowers are from that olass, Tt is equal-
ly true that |y the fumdne the Mission-
aries d'd wihat they could for those in
distress and as a reeult had thrown on
their hands many poor wtarving  and

neglected children, whom they fed and
clothed and trained and that from these
h.;we come many an earnest true Chris-

tian,
. .

But to give facts from our own work.
We began work in olir new field three
yeare ago and have now a Ohristian
population there of over three hundred
baptized souls. Of these we last year
baptized eight Brahmins, or nearly one-
twelfth of the number we received were
of the highest caste. The rest belong
to all castes from the highest down-
wards. Not one of these is to-day be-
ing fed or clothed by us and not one
of these was induced to become a Chris-
tian by amy of the inducements given
by Mr. Kumar., On the other hand they
have all been subjeoted to
and in two cases, we fear, were done to
death because they became our brotherd,
The spirit of tyranny and oppression
that he attributes to the British officials
is what they have shown in regard to
Missionary work and I fear it is becanse
they are no longer able to practise th t
tyrsnny as formerly t they ory out
and attribute their own epirit others,

It “is troe that the Christians do not
in a day loose their low moral wonoep-
tions, tought them dn Hindodsm, in a
day. T do not wish to drag you down into
the low immonal cess pool from which
we have to lift them but a few facts
ceem to be called for, and T bez of yon
to  besr with" me in stat'ng rome
things [ would gladly pass by, What
% the conmmonest idol met with in Tn-
dia? The Lingam. But what is it? I
dare nit d:scribe it, This the children
are taught to worship and in ways that
1 dare not deseribe. The Tantric ‘wo
ship is all prevailing m India. What
it in a word. Nothing more than
y in the name of religion. Buy-
ing and celimg cf wuen, divorce, :1!
kinds of dmmoral practisee are rumpant
and laughed #t by all <lees. A thm
reer of philocophy is «dop ed by the
icated classes 1o cover up their re-
ligions practicds, that they dare not
openly de:lore wnd are at heart seham-
ed of; but that is of no value to those
who are in the midet of it and have in
any measus me down into it in their
atempt to Our Christians do not
filth in a day, as many
sonary knows to his sorrow; but
a look ut any Chuition community tells
at once what Chrict has done for them
and everywhere shey are recognized as
being infiiiely higher in character
than those around them,
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A word about Government officials.
All are not alike and some lose their
heads and do foolish things; but after
more than a quarter of a century
amohgst them I think 1 can speak with
eome confidence and I have to say that
a more oclever, honest, consocientious,
kind, justice loving and justice gving
class of men it will be hard to find any-
where, That they are not understood
or loved by those unscrupulous schem.-
em, who eay and do what they think
will gain their end, without regard t»
the result, j& not surpnieing. I have
never seen or heard, and I am sure it
is not true, thdt every native on horse-
back on mesting an official must dis.
mount or be beaten. Every day you
may here see the absurdity of this
statement. Again it is only in the

W

Native States that T have ever s-en the
wmbrella lowered in the preceice of
officials—and these officials were not
British but Native. In Bntigh Tndia
any one snywhere carries an umbrella
without any dnferference.

ation to replenish the G Treas-
try which pays the salaries of thei
haughty, arrogant and cruel oppreseors.”

In the book of 8ir John Strachey, G.
C.8.1., on “India, its Administration and
Progress,” 1 find some facts as follows :—

On page 82: “In 1902 in the whole of
British India there were only 864 QOivi?
charges, ordinarily but by no means al-
ways held by members of the Covenant-
ed Service. . . . Including military
officers in Civil employ and others about
1,200 Englishmen are ed in the
Civil Government of 23 millions of
people and ip the partial control of 62
millions moré,

“By far the greater .nd a most im-
portant part of the rctual administration
is in native hands . . . 3,700 persons
are holdong offices in the superior
branches of the Executive and Judicial
service, and amongst them there are only
about 100 Europeans. . . Native offi-
cers manage by far the greater part of
the business connected with the multi-
farious interests in land. . . Natives
dispose of the greater part of the magis-
terial work, . The duties of the civil
courts th h India, fling the
courts of appeal, are almost entirely en-
trusted to the native judge. . .

“The salaries given to natives in posts
of importance are very liberal. ., . .
With possibly the exception of England
there is no country in Europe in which
judicial and executive officers receive
salaries equal to those given in the
native Civil Service of India. . . 1In
Bengal a High Court judge, whether
Fnglish or native, receives £3,200 a year.
The” salaries of the native subordinate
judges range from £480 to £800, . . .
The salaries attached to posts f ly
reserved to officers of the Covenanted
Qivil Service, and now held by natives
in the provincial service, vary from £640
to £1,600.

“In France itself the salaries of the
higher judicial and executive officers are
smaller than those given to the natives
> India. For instance, the first Presi-
dent of the Cour de Cassation receives
£1,200 a year, . . The greater major-
ity of the Prefect in France, who hold
offices second in importance to hardlv
any in the country, receive less than
native deputy magistrates in the higher
krades in Bengal.”

On page 89: ““There is a large subor-
dinate service . . . this is essentially
4 native service, in which practically no
Europeans are employed.”

...

What follows from all of this?

(1) There are only about 1,200 Euro-

veans all told in the Civil SBervice ap-
pointed from home. The greater part of
the officers in even the higher grades
are natives, and in the subordinate ser-
vice nearly all are natives.
\ @ Kumar says the people “are crush-
ed under the burden of taxation . . .
1o pay the salaries of their haughty, ar-
rogant and cruel oppressors.” As the
salaries are largely those of his own
people, then they must be the oppres
sors, that must be got rid of. Has any
conquered people been given a larger
share in its administration? India at
least never has, Why do not these agi-
“tators state these faots?

But a second fact needs to be noticed.
Ts it a fact that India is being crushed
vnder the burden of taxation? ,

In the ldst ten years 15112 wmillion
pounds sterling of gold and silver have
been absarbed. The greater part of this
has probably gone into jewelry of dif-
ferent kinds. It is one of the most strik-
ing facts in conneetion with the imports
of India that such a large sum should
have ‘been absorbed, and it at least
shows that the country is not

‘becoming
poorer when it is able to lay aside sugh




