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w,i« a k-autifnl theory killed by an uply fact. AHsur.dly factn, ndy
from one iK)int of view, have massacn.l these theories of visionary
b.olo(,nsts. who jonfuso the making of holes in the ground with
mininfr. and the pirsisfmco of qiuut/ with the continuity of uold-
btaring on;.

Conclusion.

The foroffoinf? citations from writorn who examined the same
ref,Mon at succesHive intervals d.iring fifty years is interesting as
illustratmff tlie growth of geologic tb.M.ght. They serve to remind
us how young the science is, and how infantile is that branch of t

applied to the search for valuable ores. Errors in petrography
were natural before the microscope was intro<luced, and mistakes
in chemistry were not surprising before laboratories became easily
accessible, but it is apparent that the worst errors are not caused
by the lack of apparatus or other artificial aids, but by careless
observation an.l reckless generalization. Keen eyes and a logical
mind enabled several of the older investigators to arrive at remark-
ably correct inferences, while the multiplicity of instruments has
not availed to prt-vent some of their successors from gross blunders.
The general trend has been to .liscard catastrophic ideas and to
apply the principles first enunciated by Lyell in 1830. The history
of geologic thought as regards the Nova Scotian goldfields, as else-
where, indicates a growing disposition to judge the unknown by the
known, an.l the past by the present, with due allow-nre for varying
conditir.i.s. (leology has become less visionary, wh le appealing no
less to the conscructive imagination. Kt vl, ,lg, do, no: kill
theory, it serves but to discipline. If geoK y has so ten fni ^
guide the miner in his groping uudei- .nd, it ha U-en use
the science was ailow.d to drift too far from the safr uicho, , e of
fact. All gold-bearing quartz is not ore, and every hou ^9"

the
ground is not a mine.

.1

"-^- lljtia I'oiues of tills i>a,ief nut,, be uhuiined, at a it,„„iml .h,,.

at the Officer of the Institution, Sali^b.iry House, London, K.C.
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