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" 111 thf <()imii()u frifmnal, 11 rraudnli-iil iiiid wi'iilthy
" debtor laiyhl, lor ininiy inoiilhs. and hoiucHuich for
" yciiVN, prcvt'iif the recovery <»! a judurincnt atfiiinst him ;

' th«' sale ol'liis yood.s and lands wilh yn-at t-xpcnst', and
" still jnrn'atiT delay

: and as l(. his Ixtoks, and the great
" mass ol" his (>ntstandiiij,''dehts. (hey were ntlerly beyond
" tile reach of his creditors.

" The warrant in bajikrnptcy, in a monn-nt. places the
'• whole (»r the bankrupt's property in the hands ofhis
"creditors, inchulini;' the books of account and pai>ers,
" which could never have Ix'cn obtained by any other
•' means

; and the l)ankrnpl ceases to have the power of
" collectin'f his (h'bts. which are vested by law in the

" The vast importance of obtaininir possession of .1

" del)tor's books is manifest, if the books leave any inirl

" of the l)ankru])t's conduct in obscurity, that alone is

" such miscomluit as will jirevent a discharge: if the
•' books have been re<fularly kept, and the bankrupt has
" been <:^uilty of fraud, he can hardly escape detection.
" The law, besides thus discovering' and securiiiff the
" estate of l)ankrui)ts, i)rofes,ses to furnish the means of
" administering and distrilniting those estates.

" As to distribution ol' the property, the mode adopted
" by the leg-islature ai>i)ears to be unobjectiona])le ; and
" the possibility ol' our rni/i/or obt<iiniii}>; anij (ulviitita»-c over
'• otlit'rs is roinp/e(e/// exrlinlal.

" As to the question of expense, it is sufficient to re-
" mark that the Bor are unanimous in regarding the
" Bankrupt Law^ as the severest blow to theiJ. pwfeammal
" emolumenhr (The Act of 18()0 has not, howeA'er, been
found so much so as it was first thought it would be.)


