
One other charge aRainM this body I must refer to. bu* iefly ; a ch.rRe which
I am please.! t., explain

, a charge which is in.ice.l true, but the reason given for
.tsex.sence,.ssoslan.leroustothe Craft, as it is unjust ami unfair to those inwhose favour .t,s ma.le. that I take great pleasure in explaining it. Charity.
chantableju.lBments, honour to whom honour is .luc. an.l the highest respect and
csteen, for the fair sex. are principles most thoroughly inculcated on every Masonm each ami every degree as he advances in the mysteries. And so when the
charge, the slan.lerous charge, the unjust, uncharitable, the severe charge is made
that the Craft does not a.lu.it w-.men to memberahip finaus, they canrnt keef a
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True indeed, women are not admitted members, but the reason of this is basedupon the fact that Speculative Masonry is but the application of Operative
Masonry, ami the first Masons were those engaged in the building of material
edifices, requirmg strong, hale, hearty, able-bodie,! men to do the work assigned
to hem. And so we find one of the first prerequisites to initiation that the can-
.bdatebe aman a man in every sense of the word, a man intellectually, aman morally, physically, and religiously, fi, to do a day's work, an.l worthy o'
the work ,n which he wa. engaged, and h.nce we find many ol.l charges in
|.nc.ent Masonry, saying "a candidate must be a man, free-lx^rn, of good kindred
true, no bon.lman," that he '< have his right limbs, that he be goo.! an.l true ofmature and discreet age. no immoral or scandalous liver, but one o." gm)d reputeand wel|.recommende.l." All this is based on the fact that King Solomon em-
ployed only men in the construction of the Temple.

This requisite has been a landmark of Masonry from its origin, now nearly
3000 years, and the land-marks of Freemasonry, like the laws of the ancientMed.s and Persians, alter not. We should expect to see signs of decay and death
in the traft should any of these change, and so the prohibition, implied in the re-
quisition that the candidate be a man. has its origin there, and not where it ha.been so unkindly put. Personally, we should be only too happy to welcome ,0our social loclge assemblies our lady friends ; but we shall have to continue de-prived of that pleasure and of the ennobling and exalting influence of the ladieswhom, may the G. A. O. T. U. ever bless and protect.

Knowing our principles, the wisest and best of men in every age have not onlybecome members, but have been encouragers and promoters of the art and scienceand have never deemed it derogatory to their dignity, their position or their in'-
fluence. to join themselves to the Craft, and extend her principles. And particu-
Jarly is this so with christian men. for, as I have already intimated, not inly are
Scriptural truths and facts proclaimed by her symbolism, but Holy Scripture itself
IS taught in all the workings of a Masonic Lo.lge. The Book of the Law. theHoly Bible, is by no means a sealed book or a dead letter in Masonry, but
rather. ,i is a living, active agent in all the work and teaching of the Craft It is


