
( 8* }

t

Operation ever fince the creation before they
were difcovered by Sir Ifaac Newtoji, and o-

ther philolbphers r—The Continent of Ame-
rica was probably co-eval with the world,,

yet who was certain of its exigence until Co-
lumbus pointed out the way ?—If the errors of
Popery continued undeteded during whole
centuries of ignorance, was truth excluded by
prefcription ?

But which religion, I fhould be glad to know,
is moft open to the charge of novelty at all

;

the Proteftant perfuafion which takes for its

onli/ rule and guide the Hob/ Scripture^ the

word of Chrift and his Apoflles, and confe-

quently is as old as Chriftanity itfelf, or the

Romifli Church, which has derived moil: of
its do61rines from the decrees of Popes, and the

decilions of Councils, in times long fubfequent,

to thofe ofChrift and the Apoftles ? The pre-

cife time when each of thefe diftinguifhins"

tenets ofthat Church were firft introduced, their

gradual Progrefs, and fin^l eftabufhrnent, have
been diftindly traced, and corredly afcertain-

ed. Mofl of them were fubfequent to the

firft public cflablifhinent of Chriftianity by
Conflantine, above three hundred years after

the death of our Saviour. From this time
new do61rines, and new corruptions encreafed
in a regular gradation to the completion of the

enormous fabric by the Council of Trent.

Thefe dodrines were therefore rejeded by
the proteilants at the reformation, becaufe upon
diligent enquiry, and the light of learnino; which

began


