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' Alnrml.sr, I Hiink,.haveJiIided inadvertently intoWw va-iHenotion of the real prt'senee, without ptTceiv-
liiA any change of doctrine..'. At tl.e period that iust

•. preceded the secoi^d Co.uicil of Nice/ there was no
(Iclcnmuate behef with regard to the piesence of Jesu^
Ll^n.t in Uie JSaeian.ent. jjy jono- use, and familiarity
peopie w^lx^M'ont to celebrate the? mysteries without

' any adverter^e to tjieir intrinsic nature. No dispute
iiad yet beea riW onjliat subject; no dexHerene'e of
opmH/nha^dctc>!ninfcj;tI,eniind

iii its beljct:' VVhCn
,

ttoire 1^ ir5i)i>p,>siUon, oi^ contiaditlian of opinions'
nuMi natiunlly seitic into inathertei.cv, and in.percep-

^

td)ly lose ^11 deU'nninate sense of tilin-s. I'or some
tune then before the second Councifof Nice, tiicrc

s coukl nave l>cen no pr)sitive, or do(4(led sentiment oa
the manncMu which Clu.st was present in the Sacm.
i^ient. n such a state of tilings anv impression, any
>Kis ol t!i(>„ght circunistaifivs n,ay give, is yielded tTx
J>.y the yoiee of auttjority, bv the inliuence of Kome,
and CoMstaiUnro],le tlie pul)nL->mind received an im-
pul^e m a direction tiia't must ii)[ulliblv carry it to the
doc^rme ot th^e real presen^-e: Jlle tide i)f public opi-^
i)ion has now taken a marhad course; by the wo.k-
•ings o the n^ui it ac(iuire<l strength as it advanced;
and rolled on tdl it carried the new *n,pressed principle

'

to the heiglit ot its perfection.-
lienceforth, in opposition to the reprobated, and

exploded doctrme ofthe Iconomachi, allusions to sym-
bol, hgUre, or sign were cart^lidly excluded frr)m ail
discoui-ses on the Eucharist;- and people frcquentiv
warned,- that, it is not the image, but'the body of
^^hrist. for the sake of distinction, AVhatever words
could prdm|it an idea of symbolical representation,
were mdustnously avc/ided; and suCh only made use
ot, as could suggest ideas that wercTmore agreeable to

/-*

,r.-,-»^->-- .v,v.«c, n,a,v n«.it; uHjit^ ui^reeau/e to
tlie prevaihng doctrine." We niuytliendat^, I tliinT
irom this epoch, the first rise of the doctrine of the real
presence. The principle that the Sacrameflt was nom ' ...
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