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watched closely for. the returning signals; when, in a few minutes, the last

hone was extincuished by their suddenly indicating dead earth, which tencjed

to show that the cable had brolsen from the Niagara, or that the insulation

had been completely destroyed. . . . ^u • * i

In three minutes, however, every one was agreeably surprised by the intel-

ligence that the stoppage ha<l disappeared, and that the s.gnak had "ga™ »P;

pSred at their regular intervals ttom the Niagara. Jt is needless to say wha^

a load of anticty this news removed from the minds of every one
;
but tfto

general confidence in the ultimate success of the operttions was much shaken

^ the occurrence, for all felt that evfery minute a similar accident m'ght oc-

cur. For some time the paying-out continued as usual, but towards the mom-

hv another damaged placi was discovered in the cable i there was fortmiately

however, time to Tcp^r it in the hold without in any w»y mterfenng with the
.

oberations beyond fSr a time slightly reducing the speed of the ship. _
^During th> morning of Priday'the 30th, every thmg went wfeU; the stop

had been kept at the speed of aW flve-knots, the c^le paid out at about

S? thTaverTge angle with the horizon at which it left the ship being about

15 'dbg , wWle the indicated strain upon thedynamometer seldom showed more

thanXeOO pounds to 1,700 pounds. Observations made at noon «bowed that

we had made good ninety mUcs from the starting point since the previous dav

I^hanexpendUure, including the loss in lowering the splice and dumg the

2eJuentWm«8, of 135 miles of the cable. During the latter por ion of

Ky the baSier fell considembly and towards the evening it bl^

almost a gale of wind from the eastward,^ ahead «f^"'T •
.^^*^>^

freshened the speed of the engines was gradually increased, but the wind more

SnSe^d inproportion, to that before the sun went down, the Agamemnon

irJLSS st^m^inst the wind, only making a speed of about four knots

^oC^Dur ng the elening topmasts werelowercd, and spars, yards, sa.l^ and

todS ever" thing aloft that could offer resistance to the wind, was sentdow^

^nSkTbut 8t,°fthe ship made but little way, chiefly »°J»°3°^,?f *^«

hlvv sea. though tffe enormous quantity of fuel consumed showed us that if

S^nd^S, we should be reduced to burning the masts, spars, and even

*''%firdrbe^ZPJXS^^^ to i^eet with bead ^nds which-

ever v^^heK head was turned. On our journey out we had been delay-

^LTobiid to consume an undue proportion of coat-tor want of an^tojjy

winTand nC all our fuel was wanted because of one.^ ^^TT'wh^.^?
Mxt dS the wind gradually went around to the south-west wh:ch, though it

J^teedYv^ hea4 sea,.aiowed us to husbuMl our smaU remainmg store

**^^At noon on Saturday, the 3l8t of July, observations at noon showed usto

be in iSde 52 deg. 23' N. and longitude 26 deg. 44 W., having made good

m mites of distanSj since noon of tTie previous day, with a loss of about 27

iSS ofcaW? The Niagara, as far as could be judged from the amount of

^ifrfieoaW out which W a previous arrangement was signalled at every

tmSl Cpt pao^ wUh us, witfcp one or two miles the whole distance acr^ss^

During the iernoon of ^iturfi^, the wind again freshed upland befcte

S^l it a^ain blew neaky a gale of wind, and a tremendous sea rw h^
Km the south-west, which made the Agamemnon pitch to such an ertent

iKwas thought impossible the cable could hold ^l^^J^\^^h
indeed, had it not been for the constant care and watchftilness «««^^ Jj
Mr.B^ght and the two energetic engineers Mr.

p*«f'%»°^i*^,'S?f'S^
whotctid with him, it could not have been done at all. Men were kept at

The whSs oftto machme to prevent, their stoppmg as the "te™ of the^p

jS^^fbll with the sea, for had they done so the cablemuBt undoubtedly

"^^St>nd.ythe««.SwiSl.^^ it^BRSw-
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