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increasing interest. In the more important documents of state we may find the exprei-

sîon of the voice of the people; but from local record,% and semi-private papers, we inay

construet a vivid picture of the temper, habits and aspirations of the people, and May

follow, stage by stage, the evolutions which, have brought about movewentsý of political

and economic change. By the collection of these records in organized centres substan-

tial additions are constan tly being made to our storehouse of knowledge. The barrier 80

long opposed to the revelation of truth bas been broken down, and wile ha" been

admitted behind the scenes. Throukhout the civilized world the past is being studied

from the records ol themen who made its history, rather than in the lives of those

whom accident or choice may have identified with the prominence of the country. This

wider field of inquiry bas imposed new responsibilîties upon Governments as the custe-

dians of naiîoi-ial archives. Papers a re gathered and preserved at the publie expente,

*hÎch at one time would have been left to private enterprise ; and facilities of access

are now demanded where they would once have been accorded solely as a favoun

To the modern historian this change presents many difficulties. Canada is SUR a

oung cduntry, hardly conscious of its strengtb, or of the brilliant future towards which

it is pressing. In the three oenturie8 of its activity it bas passed througb many vicie-

situdes ; bas emerged from violent struggles, bas suffèred eevere shocks. The history

of theme tbree centuries is crowded with détail; its couree. hw run in -widely divergent

directions, and the issue of its warfarè bas had 8uch far-reaching efÊecta,,that it forme

an aheorbing ýtudy. Innurnerable influences have left their impress upon the featuree

of -our national life. Justice demande thaï; the progresie of each should be defined, in

order that theïr mutual action may be faithfully appreciated ' At the t1ireshold. of hie

@übjectý thérefore, the historian is confronted with a mass of détail wbich be finds it

impossible to co-ordinate in one comprebensive work, whatever may be the range of hi8

Intellect or the length of his years. Sélection is opan toý hiin; but, in ord,« to work

*ut hie sobeme intelligently he is forced w attribute to certain influences or tendencies,
a .proininence tç which theyý have no claim. And when the dofe-cta of his work à re

discovered by the specialist or critic, the author ii accused of ignarajâce or of partiality ;,
-*ben, in reality, he hue simply attempted an impossible task. Specializationtherdcte,

becomes imperative, and to meet this requirem ' ent of the àge the enquirer turne natur-

ally towards those institutions from which, he can draw:the information desire& Oit

times by the light ci new evidence ho will be able to ehow how far opinions 'have s'a1>7

plied. the place of facts, whilst documents which watild have permýtted the age tb speak

for itself have bee6 borried in obscurity ; or, in sympathywith a qyhit whMich b

lostend the supprewion of truth, jealously guarded from the touch of profane hand8
&ndý of ý ndering them available to th

'ne desirability of collecting our amhi"f4 re

rublic With all remomble, pmmptitude, chbuld, 1 think, comniendittell te thé peopi

of the, Dominiont, aime en MW .urate ktwwledge of ite past may, bewme Êm importan

'factor in its fu ture development. A-11 Ithom whol ha" studied our written,,.hitt4

-cifflly, Md are at au familiar w ith the ý amount of u nusimilatied matërial ocncer

ýêver .y age, I Wieve, û-&nkly admit that it is uneatisfaetory. Written from

mAny standWntae and nWesearily baý upon insecient, evidence, no tmiformi

or is posdbw â»d ydt It à upon this iMper£O(rtý and dt tium utrow Vîeý
'the pA9ý tlLat:our text books are fûmed end our yeuth am, ëxàmi ' ned for acad
'hùnoum Muah sterling work bag b"n' àcýoMphed by Can«Ymn h4etoyom Whi

'*i1l finever rmtin so a monument to tbem. The earcnnai points of cuý bietory


