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Lazcir Grebclyanovitch of the Ncmanya
family was elected ruler of the Serbs.

Though called Tsar, he would not formally

take the title. Devoted to his country,

he thr-ew all his energy into forming a

Christian League against the Turks.

But tlic wily Oriental circumvented

him by attacking the members of the

League one by one. For nearly twenty

years after that there were many en-

counters between Turks and Serbians.

At the first attack on Nish, Serbia so

humbled herself as to agree to pay
tribute in gold and in soldiers for the

Sultan's armies on condition the Turks
would leave her alone.

Later Lazar did his utmost to save

poor Serbia from further disgrace. He
united with the Ban of Bosnia, also a

descendant of Stephen Nemanya, and
together they gained many small vic-

tories. After once defeating the invadinc^

Turks under Murat I the Serbs had to

stand a second time opposed to Murat
and a well-trained force of Turkish


