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of life our masters can compel us to toil for them
upon pain of starvation; compel us to deliver up
to them the fruit of our toil, and to receive in re-
turn sufficient to sustain us in life from day to
day. Wherein we make the humiliating discovery
that our lot is but a slight modification of that of
the chattel slave; that we are none other than
slaves masquerading in the garb of freemen, in
that, while we may quit the service of any master,
for some master we must toil; that while the
master owned the chattel slave for life and must
provide for him in season and out of season, our
masters own us but for the day, to-morrow we
must provide for ourselves as best we can.

Seeking the cause of our enslavement we find
it in the ownership by the masters of the means
of production, the mills, mines and factories and
the avenues of transportation. Owning these they,
as a class, command our labor. To them we must
sell, in competition with our fellows, our power to
labor for a wage, the equivale:nt of which but a
few hours of the day’s toil will reproduce. The
hours we labor thereafter are the profit of the
masters. Out of that unpaid toil are their rent,
interest and dividends paid, for to the owners of
the means of wealth production belongs the wealth
produced.

It follows, therefore, that were the means of




