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TALES OF ANCIENT GREECE

INTRODUCTION

The results obtained from the examination of Languagem Its several forms leave no room for doubt thS thegreat stream of mythologyhas been traced to its fountain'head. We can no longer shut our eyes to the fact th"*

^wV^ \u^^'^
^" *^" ^''^''y «f human speech duringwhich all the abstract words in constant use aSourselves were utterly unknown, when men had iWdno notions of vartue or prudence, of thought and inte^'tof slavery or freedom, but spoke only of the man whowas strong, who could point the way to others a^cho^seone thing out of many, of the man who was bound to anvother or able to do as he pleased. ^

That even this stage was not the earliest in the historvo language is now a growing opinion among phnologLt?bu or the companson of legends current in Sent'countnes it is not necessary to carr the search furtherback Language without words denoting absfractqualities implies a condition of thought in thfch menwere only awakening to a sense of the obieSs wS

short, they knew little of themselves beyond the vagueconsciousness of their existence, and nothing of thrphenomena of the world without. In such a state thevcould but attribute to all that they saw or touched o^heard a life which was hke their own in its consdousness
^ joys, and its sufferings. That power of sympa^hrsS

rift oT hp' ^^l'^
^' T "P^ *« ''^^'^ as^e^^ecS

gift of the poet, was then shared alike by all This


