
THK LKACUTK OF NAiroNS

Our piohletii 'iH t<> lay Wowii oonstiuctivt; lim-s for

the working institutionH with which tho general itha

must J)e clothed in order to l)econ»e a power capable

of estublishing a nistored. auipliHed, and efleetiial law

of natiftns on a sure footing. Thf old methods of

custom and voluntary convention sanctioned l>y un-

defined general opinion linvt^ broken down : the new

law demands a seatt. of justice and judgoinent: the

new justice demands organs of counsel to fiiuue its

decrees, and instruments of execution that shall U^

strong, and at need swift, to nuiintain them.

Let it be premised that th»^ foundation of a league

for peace is already laid in the alliance of a score of

free nations against William of (Jermany whose god is

the Prussian State, (Jharles of Austria whose god is

his dynasty, the Magyar oligarchy whose god is racial

supremacy, and the satellite kingdoms and subdued

provinces bound to them for just as long as their

tyranny seenjs to prosper. The strength of <hat

tyranny must l)e broken as the first condition of

making such a pt^aco as will deserve to be secured by

better and more lastinjj covenants than the usual

treaties. There must be no betrayal of o|)pressed

nationalities in the east as the price of restitution in

the west ; restitution which is a matter, not of bargain,

but of plain right.

All this must be settled before we can talk of

receiving the Central Powers as partners or fellow-

workers. Not that their willingness to join a league


