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Vladimir SoloviefTS used to dream of the imion of the
Churches with the Pope as the spiritual head, and
democracy in the Russian sense as the broad basis of the
rejuvenated Christendom. Dostoyevsky, a writer most
sensitive to the claims of nationality in Russia, defined
the ideal of the Russians in a celebrated speech as th'^^

embodiment of a universally humanitarian type.^ These
are extremes, but characteristic extremes pointing to the
trend of national thought. Russia is so huge and so
strong that material power has ceased to be attractive to
her thinkers. Nevertheless, we need not \et retire into
the desert or deliver ourselves to be bound hand and
foot by ' civilized

' Germans. Russia also wields a sword—
a charmed sword, blunt in an unrighteous cause, l)ut

sharp enough in the defence of right and freedom. An<l
this war is indeed our Befreiungskrieg. The Slavs must
have their chance in the history of the world, and the
date of their coming of age will mark a new departure in
the growth of civilization.

* Vladimir Solovieff. A talented philosojjhcr, the son of the
famous historian S. Solovieff. He was a professor at Moscow for
a short time.

' Dostoijevsky'ti spepch. It was delivered in Moscow in 1880
on the occasion of the unveiling of Pushkin's statue in that city.


