Vital interest

of provinces

in relations

with United States

rnational Perspectives March/April 1977

grants have been used to support  the
construction and maintenance of schools,
hospitals and other projects in less de-
veloped nations. The Departments of Ad-
vanced Education and Manpower and
Agriculture supply expertise for projects
of the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency in Third World nations. The
Department of Agriculture has also been
an active participant in preliminary dis-
cussions on agricultural development in
less-developed countries.

There is also a provincial interest
in Canada/United States relations. A
common border with Montana means
that Alberta has frequent communication
with that state. The Premier of Alberta
and the Governor of Montana have met

4o discuss problems of mutual interest.

Alberta’s .common interests with the
United States transcend, however, the
limited matter of province-state interests,
as evidenced by the maintenance of the
office in Los Angeles and the undertaking
of a mission by the Premier in 1976. Trade
relations between the two countries are
extremely important, and modifications in
either Canadian or U.S. government policy
can have important consequences for Al-
berta producers. For example, a change
in beef quotas has an impact on the entire
agriculture industry in the province. Re-
ductions in the export of oil and natural
gas also have a direct effect on the Alberta
economy. The development of new mar-
kets for petrochemicals is an immediate
concern of the provincial government. The
negotiation of the Canada/United States
pipeline treaty has involved discussions
with the provinces, including Alberta.
The list is a long one, but what should
be recognized is that Canada/United
States relations with respect to trade and
other matters are of more than passing
interest. The need for a more prominent
role for the provinces in Canada-U.S.
relations was recognized by the Canadian
Senate in its recent report on this matter.
During the development of Canadian
Government policy, it is essential that
the interests and concerns of all parts of
the country be taken into consideration.
To this end, a useful information flow has
beén established between the Canadian
Embassy in Washington, the Department
of External Affairs, and interested pro-
vincial governments. So far this two-way
exchange has been most beneficial.
Alberta has not actively pursued the
establishment of formal arrangements
with other countries or with states of
other federations. The need for this type
of arrangement has been obviated by the
treaties on cultural and scientific activities
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