
(as was the case in at least one oftip off the rapist. After she was sexu­
ally assaulted by this suspect, (she these murders)? Cote also noted in 

Halifax lawyer Anne Derrick de- didn’t need to rip him off with her 28% of the spousal femicides the 
scribed violence against women as a hysteria after all ) she sued the police judge reduced the charge from

for not having warned her, and ar- der to manslaughter because the vic- 
gued that their behaviour amounted tim had provoked the accused. In 
tosexual discrimination which was a every instance “provocation" con-

BY LYNN MOORE

mur-

form of sexual discrimination. To my 
mind, that is LEAF’S key objective
— to redefine issues in a way that , .
reflects the experience of disadvan- contributing factor in her having sisted of attacking the mans virility, 
taged groups. been sexually assaulted. sterility, paternity or masculinity.

LEAF analyses these issues in a Sex discrimination is also appar- 
way that demonstrates a societal ent in the way the courts deal with 

condonation for such behaviour, violence in the home. Andress Core, “If she’s had a
Furthermore, it argues before the Director of the Court Challenges r(YUt)l,C of cLvitlks * OT 
courts or Parliament that such Program in Ottawa, in speaking about r J

even a dozen, no 
still means no”

condonation equals discrimination her research concerning spousal 

and violates sect ion 15 of the Charter homicides, noted of all the homi- 
of Rights and Freedoms. cides in Montreal, 18% are spousal

Derrick argued it is not just the homicides. (X that 18%, 91% 
perpetrators of violence who propa- fem icides. Her study showed that the

still hold medieval notions

arc

A
-ygate this form of discrimination.

Take for example the case of Jane about “passions boiling over and 

Doe, where the woman matched the “loss of control ’. 

general description of a serial rapist’s 
victims. She was not warned by po­
lice that she was, in their view, a lack thereof. When someone ischok- 
prime target. The police felt that if ing the life out of another, who has 
told, Jane Doe would react in a stere- lost control ? Does one’s passions boil

long enough for 3 5 stab wounds

courts

Cote argued that murder is the 
ultimate expression of control, not a

r1

f
otypical way — with hysteria—and over

ANOTHER 
BORING

LEAF has attempted to address 
sexual discrimination in the political 

forum as well. Following the Seahoyer 
decision from the Supreme Court of 
Canada, which struck down the rape 
shield law, LEAF and other women’s 
groups met with] ustice Minister Kim 
Campbell and played a role in pro­
posing amendments to the sexual 
assault provisions in the Criminal 
Code.

S • ••

I
According to Sheila McIntyre, a 

law professor at Queen’s University, 
the amendments seek to dispel vari­
ous rape myths which continue to 
crop up in sexual assault trials. One 
such mvth is that if the woman is 
drinking, she is presumed to consent

to sexual activity. To counter this, 
one of the proposed amendments 
provides, “If she’s had a couple of 
drinks or even a dozen, no still means 
no,” paraphrased McIntyre.

In view of the vociferous com­
plaints from civil libertarian groups 
and defence lawyers about these pro­
posed amendments, it is likely LEAF 
will remain involved in this debate.

Lynn Gaudet, a lawyer from the 
Yukon, echoed a theme which sur­
faced often throughout the confer­
ence. She said in order to elimi­
nate discrimination it is important 
to put women’s reality before the 
courts through social science data, 
expert evidence, empirically based 
sentencing submissions, and wom­
en’s testimony.

“Women’s reality" is multi-fac­
eted. Doreen Demas described how 
Aboriginal women suffer violence in 
disproportionate numbers and how 
they must deal with discrimination 
because of their culture and skin cul­
ture, as well as sex.

LEAF enjoyed some success and 
suffered some losses in making these 
sorts of arguments. Regardless of 

whether they win or lose, LEAF will 
continue to make women’s realities 
heard before the courts.

EUROPE ON SALE.

TRAVELCUTS
Want to go overseas this summer? 

Want to know the inside scoop?
Find out all you'll need to know during
The Travel Cuts’ European 

Information Night
Where: Dal SUB, Room 224 
When: Tues. Mar. 17, 6-8 pm.
Who: - Travel Cuts

- Canadian Hostelling Assoc.
- Contiki Holidays 
-Student Work Abroad Program
- The Trail Shop

ALL ARE WELCOME
For more information please call:

494-2054

Courts hold medieval notions
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;jây CurrV Village
"Indian Cuisine"

For a Unique Palatal Experience 
Students' Special - 10% OFF

Sun. to Thur., student I.D. required 
offer expires March 31st

429-5010
We are open 7 Days a Week! 

Monday - Thursday: 11:30 to 2:00 & 5:00 to 9:30 
Friday & Saturday: 11:30 to 2:00 & 5:00 to 10:00 

Sunday: Open From 2:00 pm until 9:00pm
AtoODsiI&D®)

5677 Brenton Place
(Next to Park Victoria, extention of Clyde st.)

Recommended - "Where to eat in Canada" 
"... the best Indian restaurant in Metro 

- The Daily News, Nov 15, 1991

The Honourable 
W.H. Dennis Memorial Prize for 
Literary Compositions in English

Joseph Howe Prizes
First Prize $200. Second Prize $100.
For a peom or collection of poem s

James De Mille Prizes
$150 for an essay. $150 for a prose short story.

Rules and regulations must be followed and are 
available at the English department.

DEADLINE MARCH 15,1992

Barrington at Spring Garden • info 420-1051

DOOR 
* PRIZES *

THESHAMANS
March 11 Wednesday $4 Texas-swing and California-style 
rhythm and blues from some great Halifax players: Andrew 
Gillis, Greg Cooper, Carter Chaplin and Barry Cooke.

%CKDU FM

I M ESS
March 7 Sat $4 Halifax’s breaking independents who wowed 
the crowd at this year’s East Coast Music Showcases.

SAT 4-6PM
FIMMiO

cêr

JERRYJERRY
1& THE SONS OF RHYTHM ORCHESTRA! 
March 5-6 Thurs-Fri $5 Aquarius/Capitol 
recording artist whose musical-lyrical 
genius is part scotch, part philosophy.

' Hosting rock’n’roll revival meetingssince 
1985, Jerry Jerry is currently touring In 
support of their newly-released ‘Don’t 
Mind If I Do’ album. “Real rock'n'roll, 
cynical intelligence and humour'”

:
1

%
■


