
THE MINISTER AND THE TRAM[
Some of Satzirday's Tria/s in the Ganadian Manse

By MURDOCH MACKIN NON

S AT]RD) Y is -tramp" day for the minister.li-arly in the %veek you are bouund to miss tlieni
and to find that wlien yoit trudge home at
haif-past six one of these cîtizens of the higb-

way, has just lef t, disgusted with your irregular
flours. In fact tliey know your time-tabie far
better than you know theirs and witliout regard to
i'rofessors James and Starbuck tliey have tlie psy-
chology of your religion down to a science. It
takes some constructive ability to prepare even a
passable sermon, but the stiffest text a minister
faces frorn one end of the week to the other is the
Saturday mornîng tramp. There is no need of a
formai introduction, it is true. but there is ample
scolie for impromptu exegesis and mucd practicai
ap)plication.

What wouid you do, for exampie, witb a man
wlio cornes to yon în rgreat penitence and asks yeu
to implore the Higher Powers in bis bebaif? The
tremour of bis voice, the tears that course down
lus cbeekq and thedownrigbt religions cliaracter of
bis reqnest ail bespeak an auxions seeker after
tr-easnire. For no sooner are you uip fretn, your
knees. than hie tests the genuineniess of your prayer
by asking for the price of a ticket to a neighbonring
town wbere bis wife lies sick, his chuldren seized
of some terrible plague and where one sinuer at
lcast is 1detçi-iined te nake a fr-esb start. If vou-
are a niovice yon will grant hlmi bis request, coin-
fortinig yorefwith the thouight that yon are
carrying onit the ole rulie. I took the precaution,
bowever, of buying the ticket for him and seeiug
hîm ahoard the train. He got off at the outer sta-
tion, uised my niame in re-seling bis ticket and
returned to the city to celebrate Saturday niglit.

Ail tramps bave certain cliaracteristics in coin-
finl They have the same deiective boots and you
cannot escapev nioticîing tbiem, the samne desire to lie
clothed ulpon and the sarne willingness to do work
whicl iiunfortuniateiy von neyer bave on baud. But
more important stil tliey are, as far as I know
tbern, ail religiouisly inclineid. It is this tendenicy
that brings thiem se often to tlie minister. They
know lie is a specialist in religious matters and
thiat tili «y can rely uipon bis giviug thein soinethiuig
wýorth biaving, That t bey put thec ýoods on thic
mnarket is not to be wondeIredl at. Deacon joues does
the snethling whnlie expecCts yeu to buly in bis
store as a mnatter of riglit, because lie goes to youir
churcli. But wblui tbey bave miany traits in coin-
moil, tramps bave also thecir onind(ividiuality and
sp)eciail metbods of attack. They vary thec pro-
g ranimie accordiug te circumnstance and believe
firrnly in tlle value of individual wo-rk for indi-
vidulals. Manyv a ininister mnight well take a hlut
ait tiiis point for blis success aiso cpenctds not uipon
biselqunc or aecadeice career but ulpon bis
aliity te) adapt bis message In a1 particular situation
and to initerpret bumiian naiture as it cornes before

"lie, is ilot in,- thc mnaid said to a sturdy speci-
men wilo camle onec afeuo -to see the minis;ter."
as lie terrned it. Net ili? Flow, absurd! "Wbien
will lie lie ini?" lie eniquired p)eremiptoriiy. Hie re-
turned at six only to find that bis victimi liad flot
yet arrived. lie wa;s shmownjute tlie study, but a
fûw mionts, Inter lie wvas fouind lu the drawinig-
rooni baiaulclig a sterling sîlver disli on the tips, of
bis biack funigers, mulitteriuig te hirnself aIll the wvhile,
"Wlienl is thiat man corniung back? I want te se
thiat mani riglit ow"Thiugs wvere beginniing to
look bluie about tlie bouse- wbeni as fortunle wOld
bave it 1 aliglited froin my bicycle and wvaiked in.
Fie wNas somnewliat takenl aback at myv size and fore-
boding aspect, for lie gatliered that I did not receive
in the dirawing-room.i N,,everthelessq lie begani bis
speech: "W'hen yvou, are in trouble y ou go te see
youir iinister. 1 ani in trouble and b have come to
yeul for assistance. I arn a Presbyterianl freml - Il
I gave hlmi -assistance in a direction he hadn't
couinted on and when lie suddeniy- landed oni the
,sideNwatk lie realîsed that lie \was not the olily Pres-
byterial n ile block. The moral is that a minister
sbould neyer be late for tea especially on Satulrdays

wlin ieissupposed to lie in bis study. .Strange
liew a nman sementimies eases bis conscience by
visitirig, triat lis, becomiug something of a tramip
biniseif whlen lie silould be worklng ove r bis
sermons!

Evntraiips maemitlelio\vever, and arc
decceived by\ outward appea(ý-ranIces. A dauighter of

flic Einmeraid Isle presented herseif olle day and
pleaded for lier sick hbusband and other relatives.
-Have you any cbiIdreu ?" I asked. "Yes, Father,

but tbey are too young to work and one of tliem is
after being sick for foive rnths." I told bier that
1 had a good many peopl& ueeding lielp in rny own
Presbyterian cougregation and suggested that bier
beist course was to see the priest. Findiug that she
liad made an unfortunate slip slie tried to put tbiugs
riglit by saying that hier liusbaud was a Catbolic,
"but I go to St. Paul's (Anglican) sometimes and
yours is the faith 1 was brouglit up to (she couldn't
recali the rame 'Presbyteriau'-it was not in lier
vocabuiary) and I bave a warmi place for It lu my
lieart stili." Very warm, almost suffocating, I
thouglit. Denornatioualisrn bas its defects but it
lias one excellent menît ln this connection, for, by
tsing the argumentum ad Lominem, you can witb
a clear conscience get rid of nîue-tentbs of your
Saturday intruders.

I bad another proof of tbe religions lias lately
wvhen a man carrying a sm-all bundlle tied lu a red
iuandkercbief. a favonnite trade mark, presented a
writteu [etition signed by two local doctors and the
"Rite Rev. Bisbop" of the diocese. It read sorne-

tbing like this: "The bearer, Norton Twist, is.suifer-
ing froin siatic stoppage of spiteli and is deserving
of cbarity benefit." Knowiug that the good bishop
sel(lom signed hiniscîf "Rite Rev. Bisliop," and that.
in any case, lie did flot write the samne identical baud
as, the two medical men referred to, I made bold
to question the trustworthiness of the document.
But lie assured me that bis jaws were really affected .
indicatîng the exact place ou mine by way of ils-
tration. I warded him off but lie persisted in
arguiug bis p oint and voudliiug for the hishop's
signature. H e became very empliatic at last,
especiaily wbeu 1 hinted at possible interference
frorn the police, but it wvas net until after lie bad
goule that it occurred to me, bis self-defeuce- was
sufficient contradiction of bis document.

Pity is an aspect of religion and this fact is
fully appireciaitedl by yeur tramps. "Ugh I for mercy
sake !" A screami camne from thc dloor eue coid
winter day. -There's a man here witli a terrible
armn and lie wants belp." I got suspicieus at once
for it couldn't bave tal<en hum any time to make

kuw his ailmenlt. As I went te him he puuctuated
bis very irst statemeut by whippiug back the ripped
sleeve and exposing a horrible wound on bis'fore-
armn, a wouud received osteusibly while rescuing
al cbild f romn a tine. A noble cause!1 A brave man!
It is wýortb wbile losing au arm te do the heroic
oni occasion. A ini like that sbonild have a miedal
struck lui bis boueur. But beroes do net proclaimi
their valeur from the bouise-tops, uer do they exhibit
their wouuids fromn doon te door.

For eue thing this man's wound seemed foce
geomectnical in outlue and the sleeve rather cou-
v'enienitiyv arrauged. 1 asked hlmn te caîl back. It
was net for the heaitb and safety of tbe cornmunîty
te bave this free exhibition, seý 1 called tip police
lieadquarters. Yes, tbey kuew lim. They had ruui
hirn in often. Hie created this wound hiniself and
kept it g-oing by means of certain acids and bad
refuised free treatment at the dispensary. "W'here
is lie uew ?" tbey asked. "Hfe wilI be back here in
a few miue,1 volunteered and wben hie arrived
eue policeman opened tîhe door for him, anether
stepped upl behind' and tbey led hlmn te bis own
place.

Tram ps are on principle in faveur of the separa-
tien of cburcli aud state and regard it as an outrage
te bave these combine te break up their cleverly
laid plans.

It is bard even for a Calvitiist te bce stern always,
especially wben bis tort-nentor is of the female per-
suasion, -1 knew as soen as 1 laid my eyes on thec
sweet face of youi that yen were a mminister," (stili
another proef of the religious lilas), said a blind
weman whose eyelids twitched terribly as she sproke.
fl the face cf an ingenuous and overwhelming coin-
plihent like that it is easier te give a quarter and
encourage theft auid uuntrutlifuluess than te sumnmon
the courage te refuse. This case is nlot unlike that
of the deaf mute who sold lead pendils around here
ait five cents eachi. H-e ixidicated the price se xieatly
hyv holding up the filigers of bis right hand that te
recfuse bui n l be like temptimg Providence and

swiga spirit of ingratitude for the gift of speech.

lu an uinfortunate moment he struck the Deaf
l)umb Institution when, Io! the game was Up.

It is suggestive to think that the clergy
imipressed themselves uapon the trarnp fraterjit
men of money. There is rnany a millionaire
doesn't get haif the recognition. -"I'il let day
into, yeti if you say one word," thundered a
feibow one night as lie covered the minister's
with a loaded guet. "I arn here in searcli of moi
-Is that so ?" said the minîster springing up
aiacrity; -wait tili I get a lamp and Ill help
look."

It wouid be wortli while investing iu a buck
and a cord of -wood to test these "willing work
wbose common tragedy secets to be their inabili
obtain employment. But where is the tramp
really wants to work wlien lie can makie five t
miore money out of the maudlin se nsibilityoel
people? "Now look here, 1 know Mr a
one of these auxious inquirers said to me one
as I gave him the address of the city missie
who would, provide him witli work, 'I know
Claxton, and I tell yout he is no earthly gond.'

-I heard of a minister with a sirall sti
whose sboes had corne to look rather shabby il
pulpit. His wife presented him with a new
Late Saturday aftçrnoon one of our old friends
ed and had a profitable inWrview. Sunday mi
the minister appeared in the samne wvorn-out
gear. ..Why don't you wear your new shoes, je
queried his good wife, "I got themn for your Su
best." "I gave tliern to a poor man who ce
yesterday afternooti," lie announced innoe
"But, dear me, wby didn't you give hfim you
onles and keep the new ones for yourself."
well," lie repiied, anxious to drop the subject
said lie had old ones already.">

Many a man wlio bas resoived te have absol
nothing more to do with this tribe lias been 1
in by the very next man with a new wrinkle.
trie success of a tramp depends on lis ever ap
ing under a new guise. Here is a man to-day
myiown native county. He is tlie Iiiuudredtbh
whois lionest as against tlie ninety-and-nine la
persons wlio have no dlaimi on your cliarity.
knows the whole neiglibourliood and naines;
people wlio are famîliar to you. W'hile bis fi
strange lie lias the accent and intonation and
is n doubting bis birtbplace. He Is one of the
off the ship that went ashore in the stormn last
Trne enougli thle slip hie names didl go ashori
that Imay be the reason why every tramp in
lias suddenly become a member of that crew. B
giving hirn a contribution toward the price c
ticket horne, I satisfied myseif by asking a
specîfic questions which I thouglit were quite 1
searching. The answers were satisfactory a:
convince me of his straiglitforwardness hie toc
address witli elaborate precision that lie niight
in due tirne. *llie very next day în walks ay,
shipwrecked mariner and without a single que
my part lie answered ail the questions of th.
liefore ini one breath and presto! I found th-,
address liad been passed around, possibly sol,
1 vitli it!

Like ail parasites, tramps are not utterly u!~
Tliey stand before us the naked and unvart
product of our- social and economnic systein
bottomi they are but our own sins bodiedi forth,
fine points by which a business mari acem
iriordinate wealth, the craving of rny for thi
track and the stock exclige, the strainin
effect in the pulpit witbout the legitimate p:
of preparation are ail but vari ations of the
princiPle -getting .romethinig for flotlin.g.
'ocular proof" of our irnperfect hurnanity are

mnendicants, and whule as a social phenomenor
mnay require to be specially deait witli, Nve mi
this niuch, tliat as long as society is .what it
shall always have thein withlius and when tht-
neo tramnps to deceive tlie unwary, there sh:
no need of rninisters to serve as their victiru

Combative but Kind.
O NE of George Mereditli's sayings was: iq

be combative, but let us be kind," He be
that wvomen should be Igranted the vote, but h
flot at ail ln synxpatliy witli tlie tactios of the
tant suffragettes. *"Thoqe rowdy scenes art ter
he once said, 1' arn not iiu agreement wîtli
thing that is bad taste and bad stratey.


