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GERMANY SUF]
A n A ttempt to Discover the 'Point ai Which the German Mach

HAVING been asked by the Editor of the
Courier to answer the question, "Is Germany
suffering?" 1 have touched every source of
information-nnd thýey are not many. There

are books, and magazine articles, special correspond-
ence in the newspapers, and a few people who get
letters direot from Germany. But even ahl these
tell us littie.' Indeed, if one were asked the sanme
question about Canada, one might conceivably bie
dismayed by the difficulties o! arrivlng at a juat and
well-proveu verdict. Lt is difficuit here to dîstinguish
between those grumbles and !ls wbich aré the .result
of economic conditions and those sufferings which
directly emanate from the war. To make a similar
examination -of German conditions, and do it from
the outside is even 'more' difficult. Nevertheless,
there is much Iuteresting testimony.

GERMAN SHIPPING.

FIRST o! ail, everybody knows that Germany's shipsFh ave been driven from the 111gh Sens. To get

some idea of what that means, Imagine Halifax
and St. John harbours closed up and the docks de-
serted. Imagine Quebec and Montreal harbours
closed dowu and no wheat, coal, lumber or mer-
chandise coming In or out. Figure out what the
effect would be if ail the dock emphoyees, ail the
men connected with the steamers and warehouses,
were thrown out of employment. Would that cause
suffering in Halifax, St. John, Quebec and Moutreal?

Wheu you have got that picture iu your mmnd,
muhtiply it by live. Then multiply it again by two,
and You Will get some iden of what bas happeued
lu the big German seaports, especially Hamburg and
Bremen. Perhnps It would help you to, figure out
what would happen in Eugland If Liverpool, Bristol,
Plymouth and Southampton were closed and the
harbours were deserted.*

Hamburg wns vieited by more than 18,000 shipa
a year-no littie ships, alone, but the grentest ocean
liners lu the world. Lt imported and exported three
and a haif ies as mucb golods ,as ahl the Canadian
Ports on the Atlantic andI Pacifie put togetber.
Canada's total exports and Imports, are about a bil-
lion-a thousaud million dollars. Hamburg's were
three and a bal! times that. And yet Hamburg
docks to-day are but mileïg and miles of deserted
property.

The Hamburg Amerika Company, the largest ship-
ping couceru in.the world, bas 215 vessels ou its
list, aggregating over 1,100,000 tons register, and
uhere are those sblps to-day? Some are tied up in
British harbours, some ln French harbours, some lu
Italin harbours,' and some o! the biggest of tbem
at New York. To-day thls Company bas only a few
srmail vessels doing n coasting trade or occasionally
taklng a trip t0 Norwny and Sweden.

A neutral Journallst lu Germany bas been writing
a series of articles for the London Times, whicb are
most in!ormiug. Lu that on the shippiug situation,
lie says:

"E'-XcePt on the Rhilne and Elbe, where steamers
freshly-painted and the long strings of barges ply as

By NORMAN PATTERSON

usual, shipping in Germany is now conspicuous by its
absence. No industry has been so hard hit as that of
shipping, and nowhere is the economic isolation of the
Empire so evident as in the two great Hansa cities,
Hamburg and Bremen. A year ago they were the proud
centres of Germany's world-wide seaborne commerce.
To-day they are ail but lifeleas.

"~This bas been achieved by Great Britain in a much
shorter time than Germans thought possible, especialiy
those Germans who believed in their fleet. One couse-
quence has been the conversion of Hamburg, the second
city in the Empire. into a town commercially insignifi-
canit. I went to the harbour and made a round of several
docks. The wharves were practicaily deserted. There
were many ships stili in the docks, but they had been
idie since the outbreak of war. A weird silence reigned
where hundreds of small craft used to ply across and
along the river between the docks, where the sound o!
sirens and steamn whistles, the constant rattle o! cranes,
the thousand noises of men at work ashore and afloat,
were formerly merged into an anthem o! wealth.

"The burly dockers, who crowded the quays a year ago,
had totaliy disappeared. I met several of them in uni-
form as Landsturm guards in the prisoners' camps, far
away in the country."

THE FARMERS-A CONTRAST.

W HILE the shipping bas stopped the export and
import business of the nation, there la n dif-
ferlent s tory when we turn to, agriculture.

Germany to-day is one big farm, and ai the men,
womeu and chilren have turned farmers. Even
the armies have planted corn and potatoes la the
captured fields of Belgium, France and Pohand. The
German crop o! 1915 will be the largest in its history.
A million prisoners, Russians, Belgians, French and
British wilh heip to garner that enormous wbeat
and potato crop.

Unlke Canada, Germauy is a land where cultiva-
lion la scientific and 'coucentrnted. Germnny pro-
duces more from tbe acre than Canada produces
from two. About ten million people are uor'mally
empioyed in agriculture, or about 31 per cent. of the
workers lu the country. The only brnnch of humn
endeavour which employa more men la mauufac-
turing, and there are only eleven million lu that.
And because agriculture is scîeutiffic the -German
farmer produces mucb more Ver acre than Iu Cnada.
The average yiehd o! whent is 30 bushels to the acre,
as agninst Canadn's 20. Most o! the farmers have
beeu to farn achools, the chie! of wbicb. la tbe
winter sehool, with two ternis of six mouths each.
There are nearly three huudred of these iscattered
throughout the Empire.

This ame neutral correspondent of the London
Times gives a picture of the efficieucy o! German
agriculture in these words:

"The contraste between Germany and England are
striking and Instructive. Oue euch ls afforded by a comn-
parison o! the wide and fertile lands o! Eugland, where
grass ls grown, and broad parka str,,tch for-miles in
wonderful summer beauty, with the sandy so11 of Bran-
denburg, where one travels, mile upon mile, through
well-cultivated fields, covered wIth green wheat and'
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ýs we get of the Qornian office,'., they are alwaye. sieek and smooth and seemnIngly
unperturbed.

FERING?
ine Will Break Down
rye, and where old folks and children plant every sp5ir
font of ground with potatoes. This is an object-le5ssO
in waste and econorqy, in the absence and presence

control of national energy. and in the subordination
everything to the needs of the war."

The farming population is suffering only in so fa
as its sons have been called to battie. Its fields ai'
untouched otherwise by war, and its activities ai'
even greater than usual and prices bigh. Its enlJ
lack is fertilizers, of which large quantities ar
imported.

OTHER INDUSTRIES.

S IHIPPING has been killed and agriculture has bee
stimulated; what of the other fields of activiti'

Germany's men and women are ernployed '0
follows:

Agriculture............................. 9,732,472
Forestry, Hunting, Fishlng .............. 140,786
Manufacturing and Mlning ............. 11,256,254
Commerce and Trade ................... 3,477,626
1)omestic Service ..... ................. 1,736,450
Professional occupations ................ 1,738,530
Other employments ..................... 3,404,983

31,497,100

Manufacturing and mining is the occupation ou
aide of agriculture and commerce. Mining must 1
as active as ever,, because this is a coal, oil at
metal war. That part of the industry may therefoi
be considered normal. But there is a large port<
of manufacturing which depended upon foreign trai
and which must be bit bard. Germany exported
per cent. of her manufactured goods, as agalin
Canada's five per cent., and that is entirely loI1
This would throw over two million of people out
employment, and they have probably gone to ti
front. knotber 25 per cent. will be stopped becauw
of lack of raw material from abroald. At leat ha
of Germany's normal manuiacturing must be dead.

On this point, the TiIimes' correspondent writes:
"The weakest spot in the economy of Germany is e%

dently în lher industrial and commercial situation. T:
greatest efforts are made to keep up the work of pi'
duction and distribution. Whfie the smnall towns a]
tbe agricultural districts are depleted of young me
large numbers of able-bodied men of mllitary age a
to be seen In the big towns and Industrial districts. Th
are allowed by the military authorities to foUlow th(
'caflings as civilians whenever their work ls of importa!)
in industry or trade. Thus business ls kept goîng, thonj
of course wlth à greatly-reduced personnel. One mec
chant told me that hie carried on his business with il
clerks instead of between 50 and 60. This reducti
naturally gives an Idea. of the losses which German bw
neas mn must be suffering.

"Despite a]l these, efforts, and notwithstandlng t
effîclency 0f German organization, it is undoubtedly tr
that important raw materials are becoming increasing
scarce. Thus the textile industry of the Chemnitz distr
is affected by Jackt of cotton, and the electrical induýst
by the deficiency of copper and other metals. As far
I could ascertain, there is no reai lack o g copper or otil
rai for the manufacture of ammunition. There s
considerable stocks for that purpose In the country"

Many of the factories have been turned into plac
for mnanufacturing munitions of war, as In Brita
France and Canada. This has been done on a wE
ordered systnm, because the Germnan is notbing
not scientlfic. He hoped to, win this war by superi
organizing abillty. His machine guns are mc
numerous than those of the Allies, and four machi
guns will do the work of one thousand men. L
big artillery bas pounded a way througb the AILi
lines on many occasions, especially agalnst the Ri
sins. Ris aeroplanes are growing in number a
are stnndardized so that they can bie repalred qulck
If a wîng is broken, a telephone mnessage bringa
new one with despatch. Every service is similai
organized at the front, at the numerous "~bases" a
at ait the manufncturing centres. Systematizi
orgnnized, sy8temaitized and orgauized-this is t
German character.

A correspondent o« the London Daily Mail wril
recently from France, after many conversations wiGerman officers, and attempts to explain th,
optimnism. Oue pnragraph la apropos:

-The grounds of the Germian confidence rest in
belief that they can miake good any human loss or
feriority by work. organization, and by materiai ai
Since Neuve Chapelle the G'ermnan lines have becomne c
long factory of concrete. Trenches are concreted a
dug-outs are concreted. Pits for machine gunsf
ferro-concrete forts. 'A caretaker and his wife col
defend some of oui, trenches,' is one of the Germian boas,
Or again, 'When we want to umove a hundred men
another part of the line we juEt establish flve or
machine guns in their place,' The truth is that up
the present the Germans have everywhere a' superflu
of these weapons, e8pecially the smaller machine g,
which cau be carried by a man, and the shell-throwl
Maxim, which is set on a trlpod and swings, as easý
aud smoothly as a large telescope."

What Britain la trying to do lu nationalUzing a.
or;;anizing its production o! war materlal, Germa
did lait August. Every fnctory that was ueeded m
taken over by the goveruimeut and set to its seoç


