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&c in Council at the Castle of St. Louis in the City of Quebec on the
Day of in the Year of His Majesty’s Reign and in the
Year of our Lord 176

CARLETON TO SHELBURNE.!

QuUEBEC 20% Janw 1768
My Lord!

In my Letter? (No.20) I have given the Military state of this Province,
with a scheme for strengthening it by a Citadel; I shall now add, that, was
this already comstructed, and I could suppose it impossible for any foreign
Enemy to shake the King’s Dominion over the Province, still I shall think
the Interests of Great Britain but half advanced, unless the Canadians
are inspired with a cordial Attachment, and zeal for the King’s Government;
How far they are removed from that desirable Disposition, may easily
be discovered, if brought to the Test, and examined by the general Cause of .
the Attachments of Men, Self-Interest; if it shall not be found more their
Interest to remain as at present, than to return under the Dominion of their
former Sovereign, they certainly have not all those Motives, which induce-
Men of Honor to disregard the general Rule; there remain, 'tis true, an
Oath of Allegiance,which may keep some Quiet in Case of a French Expedi-
tion, and the Punishments due to Traitors, which will be regarded, as long
as Government has Force sufficient to inflict them; it therefore seems to
me highly expedient, that, at least, those Causes of Complaint, which
affect the Bulk of the People, and come home almost to every Man, should
be removed; That they should be maintained in the quiet Possession of
their Property, according to their own Customs, which Time immemorial,
has been regarded by them and their Ancestors, as Law and Equity; and
that the Approach to Justice and Government, for the Redress of Wrongs,
be practicable and Convenient, in Place of being ruinous by Delay, and an
Expence disproportioned to their Poverty; but this is neither in the Power
of Justice or Government here to grant him, while the Supreme Court is
obliged to Judge according to the Laws of England, and the different
Offices can claim, as their Right, Fees calculated for much wealthier Prov-
inces.

But, Beside these Points of Justice, as long as the Canadians are de-
prived of all Places of Trust and Profit, they never can forget, they no longer
are under the Dominion of their natural Sovereign; tho’ this immediately
concerns but few, yet it affects the Minds of all, from a national Spirit,
which ever interests itself at the general Exclusion of their Countrymen:
three or four of their principal Gentlemen, with the Rank of Counsellors,3
was it little more than Honorary, tho’ on many Occasions they might prove

1 Canadian Archives, Q 5-1, p. 370.

2 Carleton to Shelburne, Nov. 25th, 1767. See p

8 Carleton recurs to this idea in a letter to Hlllsborough the following year. He recom-
mends the addition of five Canadians to the Council and gives a list of twelve persons from
whom selection might be made. (See Q. S5, p. 34.)




