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In 1877, Mr. Keefer'was appointed the Exipeutive Commissioner for the Paris Exhibition,

and, while in that position, was named a ''èmber of the International Jury, for class .66, archi-

tecture and engineering. He received 'the most fiattering acknowledgients from. both English

and French forthe successful man'ner in w«hichhe discha and important dutiesrg
committed to him. France showed her-..appreeiation.byconférring upozi hïm. onè of the higher

grades of the Legio' of I-Ionor.

Mr. Keefer . is a member of the «I Institution -of Civii Engineeil«,"'Londoh, and also 'the

Americau Society of Civil Enct.ine*ers Newý York.

As is here seen, the brief record of the life of Mr. Keefer is closely interwoven. with the

history of the internal. impr*ovements of Canada. The impress of his min''d and hend is.

UpQn the grandest enterprises of, the, country .and his -iiaine wï 1 11 be renie 'bered by t future

generationq, as lonçr as canals and railways'are in use.,*

,Ho-L'T'. A. MLc1-ýELLAR

ýHýetiVILTOY.

RCHIBALD McKELLAR w as born in February, 1816, within about three iniles -of

Inverary, Argyleshire, Scotland, hisparénts being named respectively, Peter and FlOra

(MeNab) McKellar. In the sprinir of 181 7_ the family emigrated to Canada', landing at Quebec.
,after. a nine weeks' voyage aeross the Atlantic; it then taking as m,«iny weeks ýas it bow does,

days to inake'the trip. From the old capital they- proceeded to 'western Canada, and finally
settled.at Aldboro', in the county of Elgin, Ontario. They were amongst the.eà.rly settlers. of

that part of the country, and like many others were called on to endure the attending priva-

tions of'pioiieer life. But hardy Scotch families are not easily discouracred by a rugged life;,

and they prospered.in their new home.

The subject (if this sketch spent his -youth at honie, ýalternately workiiigoii his fathei-'.,i

farm, and attendinc, the cornmon school at Aldboro' until 1834, when lie went to Geneva, New -

York where lie spent about a year. In the fall of 1836; he efurned and spent

year at the gr.ý'Immar school in Niagrara, taugght by Dr. Whiflaw. This comprised the extent of

Thame.i River, in the township of Raleigh, Kent, whiere lie contin-ued for thirteen years, a sue-

cessful farmer. Ile, however, was not allowed to confine his attention exclusively to his farm,
for from.1842 till 1849, lie was a memberof the couticil board for the united. counties of Essex,

Lambton 'and Kent, and also reeve of the township of RaJei'çrli in 1846-74. From, 1849, when


