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The Real Belief of a Theosophisft

THEOSOPHY can e stated ln the terme of anyreligion if ît be so deslred. Experience shows,
however, that people wha belong to any

particular religion are more, conicerned about the
namne of their faith than it.s substance.

It does flot commend itself to the ordinary reil-
glous person to hear that the sanie truths are
taught in ail religions. The phrases and terms may
differ; more emphasis may be laid on one doctrine
tlian another, but latent or implied one Einds the
sarne truths in thern ail. Many scholars of an Intel-
lectual rather than a spiritual turn, and anxious to
exlude any religion but their own froin the cate-
gory of Religion, have deflned religion in the terms
of their own faith, Somne Christians, for exarnple,
decline to recognize any religion as such that does
not use the Bible as a text-book, overlooking the
tact that ail religions have their sacred books whIch
convey the samne spiritual truths in oes orm or,
another to the mind and heart and soul that reflects
on such matters. For it mnust always be rexuembered
that no ooe flads in any Bible or Sacred Book any-
thing but what he briags to It or reads Into ItL It la
the reader that brings the inspiration, net the book
tliat gives it One ceuld not accouait otberwise for
the differeaces of opinion and the four huadred
sects more or less that have arisen over the study
of the Bible. Each one reads into it what ha bas
been trained Wo seet, and he Is earnestly warned not
te listen Wo any interpretations thit have not bean
endorsed by the body to which ha beloags.

The exact contrary Is the case with the Theoso-
phlst, who understaads that truth la universal and
that ha bas it in bis own soul, but can onîy know It
to the extent that hc lives it. "A clean lite, an open
mind, a pure heart, an eager intellect, an unveiled
spiritual percptio, a rherinssfo np.g n
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the merciful dispensation of the universe that every
lite la a fresh start, and While we brîng back the
character we have foý'med by our previous actions
and decisions, and have to meet the resuits of our

former deeds, whether for good or 111, we are relieved
of the worthless memory of these ephemeral things,
though their essence is preserved in our heart ef
hearts. Some think also that it la not Just that we
should sufer for things that we have dona in pazt
lives and whlch we have forgotten, or et which, at
leat, the brain 15 flot conscious. But the real Self
knows and la satislied, because justice la one of the
principles of its beiag, since, as we have sean, it la
essentially one with the Over4Soul, and therefore
desires Justice aboya ail things. It ia no outaide
authorlty, no Power outside ourselves, that brings
u.s face to face with our eld debts and requires their
payment, with our old unlearaed lassons and re-
cluires us te know thein thoroughly. It is the Self
withln us whlch is just and requires justice, and
which le wisdom, s0 that it leads us to know.

Desire for the world of sensation and of msterial
lite generally ls very strong in us, and it is this de-

sire that usually brings us bacl< into bodily lite again.
This desire for lite, or thirst for physical existence
In the soul ls called lire, and la symbolized by the
tengue in the east. The Sanscrit word is tanluz, anci
this force bas to be conciuered before we can attain
what Christians call salvation. Iu the Eplstle of
James, chapter îiL, there ia an interesting passage
oni this point, obscured in the authorized version,
however, by the translation. -The toague (desire>
la a ire; the world of iniqujicy amn-rg Our imembers
1a the tongue, which defleth the whole body, an]1

setteth on lire the wheel et birth, and la set on fire
by heUl." Unt.il dasire la conquered we are bound
to the wheel et birth, It can be --onquered onlyv by
turning tW the spiritual world for the Master who
is wlthln. United wlth Hlmn there is no further
need for reincarnation, and it is for this reason
that little mention Is made of reincarnation in
the New Testament. Those who have entered

ixnto the Christ conaclousness, or Nirvana, as the
Buddhlsts cail it, who bave extinguxlshafl desire.
do flot need further births. This la what la nieant
in Revelation liii: 12, "Himtbat Overcomneth wilI
I make a pilla~r in the temple ef xny God, and he
shall go no more out."

Those who have entered into this state of
Nirvana, the extinction ef assire, the "Peace that
paspeth understandlng," have nothing morto do .-


