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marriage is clandestine, the liusband ruay be imiprisoned for five
years or fined.

Neariy ail the States have rigorous laws to prevent mis-
cegenatiori; some forbid sncb marriages to the third generation,
others forbid mnarriage between a white person and an Indian,
negro, mulatto, niestizo or baif breed. But here comes in the
query, what is a negro? In Virginia the Courts have heid that
if a man bas one-fourtb niegro biood he is a niegro, if one dlrop
iess than a fourth he is a white man: while in North Carolina
a person with one-sixteenth of riegro blood in bis veins is a
niegro. Stili other States use vulgar fractions to define their
meanings andi voici marriages betweeri a white person arid
another havirig one-eigbth, or more, of iiegro, or Mongolian
blooci; sureiy to discover tbese mîscolored biood-corpuiscles one
must be a Sir Hudibras, wbo,

by geonletric scale,
Could take the size of pots of aie:

Resolve by uines, and tangents, straiglit,
If i)read or butter warited weigbt.

Cbinese and Mongolians are in Mississippi and Arizonia tabooed
aimost as strongiy as negroes for wecided mates of wbites.

TIn Virginia, Alabama, Fiorida, Mississippi, and West Vir-
ginia approacbirig nuptials cannot be kept quiet even if the
woman liolds ber tongue. because the licence must be obtained
in the couinty in wbicb she lives; whiie in Kentucky uniess sbe
is of fuli age or bas been led to the aitar before, the licence cari
oniy be obtained on bier personai or written application. How
trying this must be to the inriate modesty of the sex.

TIn New York uritil the nineteenth century had vanished tbe
State steadily mairitained the valicity of nlarriage entered into
by simple agreemient witbout any formai celebration. For
instance it was enough for a mari to put a ring on a girIls
finger, saying " this is your xvedding ring, we are married, I
wiil live witb you and take care of you ail my life, as my wife,"
whben tbe parties went and iived together.

But an end seems to bave been put to tbese common iawv
marrages. By tee Act of April iiî, 190 r, ministers of religion,
mayors, aldermen, judges or justices of the peace must solemnize
mrarriage (aitbougb Quakers anid Iridians may stili marry as
was tbeir wvont), and ariy parties if tbey prefer may marry by
a written contract of marriage sigried by botb and at least two
witnesses, stating tbe places of residence of the parties and tbe
witnesses, and the date anid place of marriage, and acknowi-


