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v'egetation-for St. Pierre is almost
literally biilt t upon a rock. Bigr
(logs attachied to tiny carts take the
place of horses. Thiere ai-e no side-
walks, and althioughi there is anl ex-
celleiit pension and numierous cafes,
there is no hotel.

Ili the streets vou see the fisher-
mei-a constant delighit to an
artist-with thieir blu e jerseys,
B3asque caps, and big boots. In
Mardi and April, when the sailing
vessels and steaniships coi-ne out
frorn Fecainp, Canale, and St.
.Malo, with ten or fifteen thousand
fishernien, the scenie changes to one
of bustling activity. For a f ew
weeks ail these fishermnen are
ashore préparing thieir tackle or
loading- tiieir fishiing-vessels iili
bait and ice. Then the g-aily
attired gendarmes are liable to have
their hiands full, and the merchant
is busy iii his office until far into
the nighit.

For the fourth tinie in its history
St. Pierre, the capital of the St.

Pierre-M,\iqueloni group of islands
off die sotith coa st of Newfounid-
landl, was almiost destroyed by fire
iii 1902.

Late on the nighit of Novemnber
ist the fire started, and before it
could be checked the government
buildings, including the Governor 's
house, flic building occupied by the
Ministry of Marine, the big- Roman
Catlîolic cathiedral, thie sehools, the
court-house, two or three of the
larger cafes, many stores and
private dwellincrs, wvere comnpletely
destroved. F-ortunately, no lives
were lost this timie. In the three
other greac fires. in 1865, iii 1867,
and iii 1879, there wvere rnany
fatalities.

It ivas iii the early r-norningý of
ail August day that the présent
wvriter and his son arrived at tlie
island St. Pierre in the steamer
that sailed from Valentia to Port
aux Basques. (The steamer, by
the wvay, afterwTard foundered in the
Pacific.) Through the haze we dis-


