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DO THE PEOPLE DEMAND A COPYRIGHT ACT ?

IlEl- all that has bee wvrittei and

pokin in the cii right .\ct of $SR,
it seis stranîge thiat we slouild > ask :
"l I o the 'eopi c em1 iand a('opyriglit
.\ct?" ltut the question is .asked

that it may lie anîswered, and an-
swecre(l with proofs of every kiid.

W ho are iiteresled ? Tihe acth
Ors, tIh plieshrs, the priiters and
li readinîg public.

Tle reading public in generail have takeii little inmterest ins
the mnatter. Those wiio have studied thei matter declare that

5sme arrangement iuist lie arrived at that woild give Canadians
better books ait prives more suitable thani are askecd for the

costly editions issied in I.ondon or New \'ork. i oo ks pubis

lisied in a cotuntry for that couitry will le puiblished iln editions
suitable for thait couitrv and that eticuitry's people. The clieap
literature nlow ins this country consists of bail and good books,

wit l te accent on the hal boks.

lite atithors of 'anîada have muade a pbroîteait many times
agaitnst a cortiu.ice if old laws. Thev are niot protesting
iotw. Why ? Bietause tlevy have gonse to .oiîdon antd New'
\'rk, preferrinîg to live weil abroad tiani starve at hiie. ihle
'opyright Act of iS9, propierly enforced, wotild bring tihemii
back to ttheir nîatine latid.

Tlie Irintters and Itililishiers have dlonse everythisng i n their

piower to have a ('anatliai C'opyright Aci put in force. Somte
of tliem have spett litndreds and i hindreds of dollars. iays aid
diavs of titme, hiours and hotirs of thotiglit somte of tlthemi have
et en prayed thai the scales might lie remcoved froms the eyes of
those Who could nt see what was best ini this liatter.

h'ite ('aiadian lress .\ssociatioi in .\arch declared "Tle
l.\ectltive of lte Canîadiai lress Association uîrge the I)oiis
ion Covermtiient to proclaimii tlie (Copyright Act assei etI te by

the( GmernrGenrai. Nla .id. 188t<, bhlit-t ung tlat suith
ac on wold b l munn anCueht eei o(aniathan

lpriniters, ptulishie:s andîc athoîîrs."
The Toronto EmpIllloymIlg priners .\ss otin let-tilly
atdo ipited a resolition inst rtmet inîg t1hir iestitntit to nt Sit

Jlohn Thompson, thanking him for its al scs m tl1us
iiettin, and tirging hui t tthc iath Im an C gt t igît

Act of i"t<. .\ letter vas seit, and Sir Jonii l'lit impso i
answered in a mauner whib eaves nit) doubt tlat h nill do INs

tiimîîîst to liaic the .\et put ins force.

(anadians have IbvenI btuffetedi abouit lonl.ig io hil II tiis
matter, and it is a surprise that a demcratic i oleî nou1Ih la a

tameyiv sttlbiiitted to stuch ant imjustte 'o lonilg. ilic e ·.ng t

publisier doesn't tiik enotigli of C.mada as a book lt mig
coiitry to botier puitting out ai tdition sttalv for tie puinses

of the people, but. like tle dog in t ml anger. lie t dotetsn 't wnlt

tgi let aniy native publisier havv any chanicte wlatetet.

This article cat lbe iltly cloviset ithi a ptltation Iromî the

.\pril llooKs %\lt Noriiss -

"Ily puttimng lbook Iplates on tht fee list amtd uttg a ty of <
<Cnts lier pouni c slihts tit Gortet minelncht prbaIllitetlti

to enotirage tle iaking ,of book s iii tlits t <<<lit tvt. I ltit thle

haNe reckoned withuilt thle En1gh1s attlitor alnd pubbshuer. When

the latter 'sels to a United States pulisher, he sells Noth .\mn
vrica, the C'antadiai mitarkcet ie'iting a meîre I hagattllt. h in s

the ('anaian to get lIs pates tir its coinglIt ? t*.'ndelr t'usi tîtg
circustisatices lie caiot gevt it. I il must simil> bt glad lie h1.1s

beei git i tlie irivilge I h liis geerous govermit gn it
witth olle iand. wile tc otlier liaid prev its im rcalti/mg ilit

btciti. ity titis ne Ileai tlat frce plates are (If littlt us' untiti

weget otr Copyright .\ct enforcei. ai stand on ouir <igmth .is
iîîmn. instead of bling tiirown as a lait to teeI t hicte lit' l'.nghsi

pI lublicher 1to get anloitlcr ' litve tiipoun'' out of til t' imted .tatcs

pubtllishier."'

SIR JOHN THOMPSON ON COYPRIGHT.

S I R JOIIN T'.IlSON lias sent to the lritish Govern-
ient a report oit the tblîjectinls to the ( 'anadian Copyrigt

Act of May 2nl. <889. raised by Enîglishî eiterts. A
few' totations are liere matde. A fuller listory of the <ltestioii

was gitei is the F"ebîrtary issue of this journal.
Sir Joli first points out tlat C'anala, by. the terms o the

Ierne va'vetin, c'ait wiraw frot its pro% isions lby a year's

notice. andI thai this notice lias beein gen. i le mtimitated tai

thnerme ('tetio had injurel ratier tlhat helcid C'anada
as it hiai in view coisiderations of soet% nieith different frot

tIotse prevaiiiig iii Cantada.

Sir .loit tlenî goes into the disctssiioi of .n'glish piledges 1o
the' tnited states. î le say's " It seemîis, frot the coniiittee's

relort, to b>e considered thtat I.ord SaliIbry in :St9 madc ait
agreemieit vithi the l'itecd Stat-'s wiiuc h is ain obstacle in thev
way of itue 'anadian retrltuest for niuptrcived t i copyright legislatioi
Ieing granted." lie maini taimus that L.ord Salsihury m is
t9nly e\llaiiiel the law to thic U. S. NI inister at .ondon (\ r.

I.incoln), siowing imi that an aienc btain cyiright in
Great l ritain by pubbhing s.mtiitancoutsl in liat couintr .

L.ord SahmsuItry sh 1e ht that lInt shu l.1 comphiedtî itih tle
requirements of the iernte ( 'otenuntttî, a.d he c cuci luitint iha\%
by a simpil le explantt iadc t lît.' i:h rne' ( 'imen<tiot hm m lig on

C'anada foreter, wn lc th 'mt c t itsli an s .1 int t otî t

witldraw on a ycar's nîotice. ' 1'h11 ('analiai ( ;< Iaterienlitit and

iParli aiieit ask for tio other c-t titin of aff;r, ad iiî I. S.h.,
hutîr>'s statetiieit tg) .\r. l.iittlin ndli stll lit' goil. aid tle'
reasoniabile reqturireents tif tilt Umited statecs C; t'.mrnment't nwii
stil lie satisi , If the (lit. 'aiath .t .\t f t o lie ratilietd. b<.ts

A liericai holt r' o' <ti t> rgiit m ; icat Ih .i ti n dl stIll lt' toin

tle salie footing as I ritish oiyright h'ltdcs.
lie goes on t s.I . "'li copynight lholder tiut tf ( '.I

aila not oi enjoys mi ('anaa a ltloitplh nhlici t lt'p tinglht

.\etif t9 gat c t hi, but cait, anid tdoes, sel to IIrcignec'rs
that montlîîî mtt ('a a.iin tlt foreigin purcha thu-ttsapt rt s
tle riglit, tditler tl statti of :8.i and thit. lt'rint ('om nition

.\ci of 18 p2, lo 1.1t )t 1ilt1 (%\\ \lol \\ S'd . oiul t j< 1 til , \ Ils,
ci\% N M i % - .il I\ oi ll.e i \%te 1 t Is l t ' il \at i' I 'i t \ 1 R i ti, 's

Sir Johns pois. ou. thsalt Ibhe ('nda pubbshe d -, o

complami about hef udr onbt that lte I'te states
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