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My, Kinglake’s Inkermuan.®

(Zrom the London T'eleyraph, Jan. 2isl.)

I wo have woilod—some of us porhaps
impatiently—for tho continuation of Mr
Kinglale's story of theCrimean War, it may
fairly bo sad that the paticnt aro rewarded,
tho impatlent rebuked. The (ifth volume,it
is ttie,.only carrios tho movemeont of a great
dramaout to the end of posstbly its nost ex-
citing nct, the marvelous contest waged for
very lifo on the black highlunds of tho Chey-
soneso, and still leaves unrecounted o largo
period of warfare, Nevortheless, even tlioso
who avo aghast at the scale on which the
narrative ling been uudertakon, may, when
they close tho volume, offer their tributo to
anauthor who lias taken such pains to clotho
in majestic prose the splendid deeds of a
hangdful of English ; deed unmatched pro-
bably since the Fifth Ifarry triwtaphed at
Agincourt without *more ten. fiom Eng-
land,” Those who remoember thedeep im-

ression created throughout Europe by the

ukermunn battle, and who retain alively re
collection of its nstonishing incidents, will
agreo that Mr Xinglake has shown ajust
couception of its spirit and its adiding value
in our military annuls ; aud that ho Lhas done
woll to paint it in detail; evenalthough, as a
wholo tbe nurrative may losein breadthand
forco what it gainsin minuteness and fnish,
IIis object, as we infer, wus twofold ; first, to
bring tbe conflict hiviug bofore our eyes in
all its Berce, dramatic vigour; and n~xt, to
proserve, s beirlooms, for succeeding gono
rations of Englishmen, tho authentic proofs
of unsurpassed heroism performed in our
own time. Not that Dritish History lacks
examples of that kind; its pages brimover
with them; but that this specirl combat,
standing out in marked distinclion on the
crowded roll, deserved, by its exceptional
character, an cexhaustivo method of treat-
ment. Other actions have shown us great
masses dravrn up in grand lines, wrestling
for a live long day iwitls each other, and
winning victory or enduring defeat by some
happy stroke of tactieal craft or overbearing
exertion of rightly applied force. In theso
encounters there ato scant oOpportunities
for the display of persoual valour not com-
mon ,to the whole body., At Inkerman it
was othierwise. There the encmy was sot
upon and worsted by small companes of
men each waging almost an independent
war., JL was a Homenc fight. Acis of in-
dividual daring and fortitude mako up the
sum of work, and, despite the necessity for
lengthened narration which the precess in-
volved, we thing Mr, Kinglake did well to
adopt » method displuying the true clarac
ter of a conflict which stands alone in our
modern annals, And 1t is mantfest that he
hias shrunk from no pains to mako it accur
ato and complete, ke has wval.d himself
not on}y of the plentcous resources accessible
10 all tho works in French, Russian, and
Eaglish, ofticial and otherwise; but he has
gathered up, with aslonishing iudustry, and
precious detadd from the gallant actors, and
baa besides bad the private papers of Lord
Itaplan,whence sowe ligbt on tho inner facts
‘maoy be drawn, Further, lLe his employed
the wmany years which have shpped away,
bringing other and greater wary, 1o dispose
his multitudinous facts in an organic shape,
fitting ench inlo each with pracused skill ;
and e hes polished s periods wub tht
faeudicus Cate which minkes (he sertes of
draznng mcideniz move ouward with the
*
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stateliness of a grand porcession. Sometimes,
doubtless, tho step is too teasured for tho
rush of battle, a1 d tho reader might lmr‘ror
tho stern velocity with which a Napior
sweops towards tho climnx, and with rough,
brond touches paints a victorious echargo.
But an author has a right to his stylo;and
Mr. Kmglako's grodto and rolling seulences
are fhito in ki
aud dolibrato pluit of composing history,
In this epecial examplo, n fight eprings up

.amid the gloomy unst, spropds out in lam -

ing jots ovar tho rugged Yandsonpe, becomes
a series of igolated deadly wrestlings jn
thick clouds of vapor which hido onoe set of
struggles from npother, surges to and fro
with endless vicissitudes, aud finally expires
in & concluding outburst. All tius isde~
soribed with careful detailed mantpulation,
tho presentment of each stirring episode
being polished liko it gam, 80 that in closing
the book the miud is left with a vived im~
preseion of the parts rather than n compre~
hensive grasp ot the whole. Yet wo aro in-
clined to think that, since Inkerman imparts
fow scientific militnéy lessons, whilo it per-
enninlly illustrates the formidable quality of
inborn and disciplimed valour, that process
is the better which tho moro cléarly brings
out what, after ally was the true char.
acter of a most fiery ordeal. It haslong
beon said, henceforward it must be held as
conclugivoly provod, that Inkerman was a
soldiera’, and not & general's battle, Nor
do2s the fact detract from Lord Raglan's
merits. The greatest captain ever known
could not have dirccted or governed a fight
which ho could not sco; and Lord Raglun
sliowed good senso in abstaining from all
fussy intervention. Both swhen, either from
necessity or neglect, thero is no command
exorciged, no plun devised and caried out,
and each mm, or knot of men, fights what
ho sces beforo him, wo may faicly call that
kind of death grappte cmphatically asol-
diers’ battle.

Such was Inkerman. But beforo we fol
low Mr. Kinglako it may, perhaps, he as well
to reacall briefly the facts wiieli led up to
the terrible fray. ‘The Alhes, 1t will be re-
membered, under Lord-Replan and Marshal
St _Arnsud, landed in the Criniea on the
14th Sept., 1854, with some 60,000 ruen. On
the 20th they had met the Russians on the
Aimn and defeacsd them, but failed to fol-
low the beaten force with sutlicient prompti.
tude to prolit by tho moral results of victory
and serze Sobastopo!, the prize of the camw
prign.  llaving moved up tho north side of
the Kussian barbor, they judged it impru-
dent to nssail that front, and they made the
famous flank marchiato the Tchernays val.
ley, which gave them as fruits tho port of
Balaclava, the platean on the .outh side of
tho fortress, and the Bay of Kamiesch. I'nen
followed the quasi-regular stege, or rather
atillery-attack, on the lines-to which Todle-
ben had begun to give form. For various
reasons the assault was delayed, and Nov-
ember arrived before any decisive action
was talcen. Meanwhile the Czar had hur-
ried forward hissuccours. The army which
fuiled befare Silistria, relioved from all pras.
sure,. lind heen brought mto the Crimea by
forced marches. In the muddle of Uctobor
the Allies on the ‘Uchiernaya become aware
of fresh enownies ; and on the famous 25th
the battle of Bulaclava disclosed the new
conditions under which they wero to con
duel therr eotecpitge, [ had becowe e
fest that, i ttw Anglo Freuen troops curvesl
roun ! tue forthed jand it of 3o «stopol,
they 10 turn were abolutely hemumed m,
from Tehorgoun (0 the Mackeazie Haghis,
by un mizhty aud wiverso avaly,
this tho worst aspect of tho situation,

oping:with his_molhodjeal,

original forco which descended on the Cri-
moa, but scantily reinforced sinco the land.
ing, had grown relatively weak, and honco
the roally stupondnus task of bolding a do.
fennible position on the sen board, and pro
socuting o so oalled siege, hind to bo carried
out-with most inndequate forcea. it-40 chano:
ol that the English held thg expbsclliposi
tions, fikorman anl Bajaclgvas=tho.first a
highland open to nssult, tWe'secppd thepate

"way to the sea. whenco cimdill'hoedfulsup.

plies from home. ‘I'ho French gave support
Ly acoupying & ridge above tho Tohernaya
Valloy; aud by sending down a brigade
under Vinoy to aid Siv Colin Camploll ut
Bulnclava. But, st tho boginning of Nov*
embor, tho right or Inkerman flank was
scantily munned, and detended otherwiso
by contomptiblo artificial obstacles. Tho
ground was strong Lecause tho line whero o
decisivo combat wmust he fought was con’
tracted ; nevertholoss, great auxioty pervailt
cd in the British cump respecling the dan:
ger from tho Tnkerman side, bdcause it had
beeome inown that onomives wers swarming
beyond the Tehernaya, and thatthe Russitnz:
wore hound to attompt samo stroke where
with to frustrato the immivent attack ou the
IFlagstaff Battery, which formed a huge sali-
ent of Todleben's improvised defenons,
Thus, thon, briefly stated, stood tho rival
armies on the 4th Novewber when darke
ness clased upon the scenes At this tiute
the Allies had m the Crimen ** 65,000 men,
with 11,000 Turkish auxillories,” and theso
had to encounter an enewy 120,000 stiang.
Moreovor, the Russians ivare able to bring
into thoopen field 68,000 men uand 235 guns,
In fact, tho weak point at Iukerman was
nesailed by 40,000 Russians; whereas tho
Allies, beginning with 3,000 infaniry do:
fenders, ndver, even in the gréntost stress
wers ablo to raise the vumber abovo 14,200
mon and 50 gurs. \When tho infantry eflac:
tives, wrote Lord Raglan to the Duke of
Newcastle on the 23rd October, * hinve furn:
ished the guards und working parties for the
tronches, there remain in camp available for
the support of thoso in advance in case of 4
sorlio, and for the maintenance of our posi:
tion, which is assailable on' ouc extromo
right and right roar, something under:s,0(0
men," A very just estiniate, sinoe'sd fur
as the Englivh wero concerned; the deadly
poril of the Hth had 'to be parried by.a band
which slightly-exceeded 7,000. .
Imngine, then, the relieving:atn~ gather-
g togethor in'the night ; thegpiriis of tho
soldiory roused by the presency of two
Grand Dukes, and their faith intlamed by re-
ligious ceromoninl, so that it waswith troops
+“consecratéd for battle’’ that the-Russian
gencrals went forlh. ‘One lingo colummn
moved out from Sebastopol, another came
down from tue North and up from the lac-
hernaya Valley at its mouth; a third, des-
tined to be inaclive, assemblsed opposito
Baluclava and the Sapoune heights; winlo
the garrison of the foitress stood ready to
make sorties. The-sound of bolls and the
dull noise of moving multitudes reached
tho ears of our pickets, and due notice
theroof was. eent in; but no ‘unusual steps
wero taken, and it was not until the crackle
of musketry was heard-through vho fog-that
the allies became mwvure of animpending on
sot. DPractieally tho huge coloumns and
stiong areay of hostilo batteries wero atmost
1 paosttion before their prosence was discov-
eted  Batitchweed that Catntn Gositl ke,
Wittty tuen Ot the tuardy, n sort of
scout curps lie liaed Loen allowwl Lo organse,
Was ot tatle jn tront o picketa covering the
Brittsh lefi; nud hits watceantud e o soldier

Nur w g * 1y svcoad sight detected the m 10k ot (o
Lhoysilent bavtulions,

“Though seewyg was



