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DEN VERt is the netropolis of the Rocky
Mountains, and a stroll through these
scores of solid blocks of salesroomns and
factories exhibits at once the fact that it,
is as the commercial centre of the moun-
tainous interior that this city thrives, and
conIgratulates herself upon the promise of
a continually prosperous future. She long
atgo safely passed that crisis wvhich lias
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proved fatal to so many incipient West-
ern cities. Most of bier leading business
'len came here at the beginning, but tbeir
energies were hampered wben every arti-
cle bad to be hauled six hundred miles
across tbe plains by teams. It frequently
uaed to happen tbat merchants would sell
tbeir goods completely out, put up their
abutters, and go s.-fishing for weeks before
the new semi-yearly supplies arrived. In
'a few years the young city found itself
remOved from total isolation to a central
Position On various railways, east and
west, and to its mill came tbe varied grist
*Of a circle hundreds of miles in radius.
Now bloSsomed the booining seson of

business wlîich sagacious eyes hiad fore-

seen. The town had less than four thou-
sand inhlalitants in 1870. A year froin
that time her population wasq nearly fif-

teen thousand, and lier tax v-aluation had
increase( fromn three to teîî millions of

dollars. It was a tiie of happy invest-

ment, of incessant building and imnprove-

ment, and of grand speculation. Mines
flourished, crops were abun-
dan t, cattle and sheep grazed

B.I3. in a hundred vallcys hither-

f~ 6  I to tenante(l ly antelope
alone, aiîd everybody hia(

~..*~*,~ plenty of mnoney. Then

U2camne a shadow of stormi in
jthe East. The haîîks sud-

o< denly becanie cautious in
W lans ; speculators declinied
I to buy, and sold at a sci

fice. Merchants found that

ed. trade wus duil, and ranch-
~- men got less for their pro-

ducts. It was a "setý-back'

OplrtLm to Denver, and two years of
stagnation followed. But
she only dug tbe more

nîoney out of the ground to fil bier de-
pleted pockets, and survived the "bard
times" witb far less sacrifice of fortune
and pride than did most of the Eastern
cities. None of bier banks went under,
ijor even certified a cbeck, and most of
ber business houss weathered the storm.
Tbe unbealtby reigui of speculation was ef-
fectually checked, and business was plaoed
upon a compact and solid foundation.
Then came 1875 and 1876, whicb were
"«graashopper years," when no crops of
consequence were raised througbout tbe
State, and a large amount of money was
sent east to pay for flour and grain. This
was particularly a hard blow, but tbe


