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number of men who were sworn, and who
eame one after another to kiss her hand,
but went throngh the whole ceremony with
perfeet calmmess and self-possession, but at
the same time with a graceful modesty and
propriety particulavly iuteresting and in-
gratiating.”  Sir  Robert Peel expressed

. OUR QUEEN,
_THE JUBILEE YEAR OF IIER REIGN.
Fifty yearg ago, carly on a Juue morning,
the younyg Prineess Vietoria, all unconscious
of the lionor and power into which she had
-come, lay quictly sleeping in her room in

signed the oath for the .security of the
(Church of Seotland, the Privy Councillors
‘Weie sworn, the tivo royal dukes, first hy
‘themselves, and as these two old men, her
dineles, knelt before her swearing allegiance
‘and kissing her hand, [ saw her blush up
to the eyes as if she felt the contrast he-

Lsovercign atid receive the oaths of allegiance
from all present.  “Never,” writes an eye-
witness, ¢ was anything like the first im.
pression she produced, or the chorns of.
praise and admiration which was raised
about her manner and hehaviour. . . . ..
The doors were thrown open, and the

the old palace of Kensington, sleep-
"ing her last sleep of free, happy
-girthood, At five o’clock the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Lord
‘Chamberlain, and four othér gentle-
men -arrived  post-haste, having
"driven all the way from Windsor
‘since two o’clock, when the king
breathed his last. ¢ They knocked,
~they- rang, they thnmped,” wiites
Miss Wynn in her diary, #fora con-
siderable time hefore they zould
rouse the porter at the gate. They
were again kept wailing in the court-
yard, then turned into one of the
lower rooms, where they scemed
forgotten by everybody.” Tresent.
-1y they rang the hell and requested
an audience “with the priucess on
business of importance. The at-
tendant ohjected to waking her as
she was ©in such a sweet sleep,” but:
-1 from henceforth her'time must be
no longer her own.. “We ave como
5@"blléiﬁess of state to the Queen,”
said the Archbishop, “aud cven hyr
sléep wmust give way to that,”  And
it did. Anxious not to keep them
wailing the young queen “appeared
a few minutes later ina loose, white
night-gown and shawl, her night-eaps
thrown off, and her hair falling upon
her shoulders, her feet in slippers,
and yyith tears in Her eyes, but per-
fc;ctlyf! 'c'(')lléct.c(_l_»_ and  dignified,” -
When..told . their crrand, her first
words were to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, “I heg your Grace to
pray for me !” and down the little
company knclt together, as on the
very threshold of her reign the girl
queen paused to dedicate herself
and all her future interests to her
God. Her next act was to wrilea
letter of condolence full of sym-
pathy-and aflfection to the widowed
queen at Windsor, and begging her
dear aunb to stay at the cnstle as
long as she pleasad,  Some one ob-
jected upon seeing that she had ad-
dressed thelelter to “IerMajesty the
Queen,” instead of to “ller Majesty the
Queen.Dowager,” But the letter went as
first directed, “T will not,” said the
thoughtful princess, * be the first to remind
her of her altered position,” .
At eleven o'elock on ithe morning of the |
same day, the queen met the Privy Couneil
at the palace to take the usual oaths of the |

" QUEEN “vioTORTA.

Queen' entered, accompanied by her two
ancles, who advauced 1o meet her. She
liowed to the Lords, took her seat, and then
read her specch in a clear, distinet and
audible voice, and without any appearance,
of fear or of embarrnssment. She was
quite plainly dressed in monrning.  After
she had read her speech, and taken and
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tween their civil and their natural relations,
and this was the only sign of emotion
which she cvinced. Iler manner to them
was very graceful and engaging, * She kissed
them hoth, rose from her chni_x‘;','tﬁ'(_'g.‘fpnovwl
towards the Duke of Sussex, Who was
furthest from lieryand too infirm; to reach
her. She seemed rather bewildered at the
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himself as amazed at her mianner
and hehavioury, at her deep sense of
her situation, her modesty and her
firmness, and the Duke of Welling-
ton declaved that if she had been his
own danghter he conld not have de-
sired to see her performn her part
better,

The next day was even more try--
ing than this, It was the ceremony
of the Praclamation, when the Queen,
escorled by a gorgeous company,
passed through crowded strects to
St. James? Palace, where from a cer-.
tain window, ag was the cuslom, the
new sovereign made ber first appear-
ance hefore her people. The Gar-
ter King-at- Arms read the proclama-
tion, the hand struck up “ God save
the Quéen,” guns were fired in the
pngk and answered by the guns at
the Tower, the cheers of the throng
in the eonrtyard were taken up and
prolouged by the mullitudes oulside
until the whole city rang with the
ccho, Unable to control herself
fonger af these manifestations of
Joy from her people, the young
gueen threw therself  upon her
mother’s breast and burst into tears.

Slizaheth Darrett Browning thus
beantifully consmemorates thiy in-
incident :—

“ O maiden, heir of kings,
A king has left his place ;
The wajesty of dewth hasswopts
Al other ferem his faoe s
And thom npon Lhy mather’s hreast
No longer lean adowny,
But take the glovy Tor the rest
And rale theland that loves thee beat.
The maiden wept, '
Shes wept to wenr n erown,
x * * *

* *

Giod Wess thee, weeping queen,
« With blessings most divine,
And 611 with Letter love than earth
That tender heart of thine
That when the thrones of earth shadl b
As low as graves hrought down,
Alpiereed hand may give to thee
"The crown which angels shout to see,
Phon wilt not wenp
To weay that heavenly erown,”

x

The magnificent ceremony of the Covona-
tion did nat take place until a yearafter
wards, June 28, 1838, bul during the inter-,
val her Lime was almost eanstantly devoted
to the daties of state.

“ Paor little queen,” exclainmed Thamas
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