150

THIE ITA

TG

.

. okf ™ From\eLoandea Twble, '

THE REV. D . FLETCHER ON
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH, ..
This 1s a work* to which the attentjon

of allought 10 be dirac 2d, whether clergy

or laity, The signs of tho times demnod
it; the subjuct itselfdemands it ; and lass,
though not least, the very name of its
learned and venerable avthor, dewands
it; for the name of Dr. Fletcher is a
guarantes for the production bewg what
it professes to be. [t is certainly a com-
pendium, buta compendium, systematic
in us arrangement, comprehensive inus
contents (it embraces tho whele of the
subject,) and lucid and logical throughout.

There Is but ove desideratum, and that is

a want of reference to the variods docu-

ments aud awmhorities, which are copivusly

adduced in its pages. We regtet that the

Dr. has not given us. chapter arnd verse

for his quotations; not that we question

for one moment the accuracy and research
of the author, bt because noihing but the
thing in black and white (and hardly that)
is capable of meeting the critical znd scep-
tical agein which we live.  The Anglican
Church has had countless volumes written
in its favour, ard many ia its dlsfavour;
it has had its culogists, its critics, and iis
canvassers; and it promises to exhaustas
much of pen, ink, and letter-press s ever;
for from the days when Luher **bellowed

i bad Latin,” as Hallam happily express

ses if, and boasted that he stvod alene

(solus eram) to the present moment, when

the disciples of Pusey aad Newman are

breathing forth their quasi-yearning for a-

junction with Rome in theiz “Tracis for;

the Times,' and through their organs the’

British Critic and the Lnglish Chuich- .

man, never was there, it would seem, such !

a troubling of the religions waters, such!

animosities, such hopes and fears, as to the !

two antagonistic systems, viz: that of

Rome, and that of the. Thirtysnwne Ar-:

ticles.  [o the forthcoming struggle it be-%

hoves each one to buchle on lus armour
afresh, and bold himself in readiness furi

* To bécome acquninted with, the real
historysof<the  Anglican -Ghureh,, nny ba

l
l

deemod by.goma. no easy uchievement % bunks ands heroes of Exeter Hall, thm
but let them: pernse with only, commos at-{Lave abuded tha  Church of Rome, mor:

teution the muflursin parue production of
Dre. Kletcher, and from the very. clear,
ables and chronological way, i which he
has anatomised: tha subjecty tiny may
mako themselves masiers of the question,
at a comparatively trifling cost.  As 1o
extracts, we must confine outselves to one,
on the ull engrossing topic of the day, viz, |
the Uxfurd movem:nt towards the L‘ityl
of the seven Hills. We select this, because
it conveys, ind our judgment, a safo and
sound view of what has been facetivusiv

i

termed by some, the new muniay and by!
others has been enthusiestically pronounc- gon, and its benefits. ta the king 'om,

ed the first stepto the rorconvession of ' (014 be infinite. So, for example, we
England. Before we give our readessihe

rextract on Puseyism, from the concluding jlent Lord Ashiey, of spectacle of the mor.

chapter of the Doctot’s work, we would
just inform them that tiio work consists of
twelve chapters. The first treats of the
origin &¢, of the Asglican Church, under
Ienry VI!; second, of its progress up-
der Edward VI; third, of its? ipterrup-
tion under Mary ; fourth, of the progiess
of the new hierarchy under Elizabeth;
fifih, ot Parker’s Consceration ; sixth,
seventh, and eighth, of its continued pro~
gress under Elizabeth ; nimh, of the efs
fuets preduted by the Establishment of
the Apglican Chureh ; tenth, treats of the
schismatical charact.r of the said Chureh;
clevemb, an excellent chapter on the
namo ** Anglo-Catholic, and the twelfih,
the most opportuue and useful perhaps of
all, prescuts us with some judicious re~
matks on the proposed union of the Oxford
movement, which is now impregnating
with its spirit the adberents _{ the Angli-
can Establishment, in whatever quarncr
of the globke they are found.  Now for our
extract from the concluding chaprer,

Tt i3 often asked, and this more gene-
rally by the Protestants than by the Ca-

i

tholics, why thelearned writers, (the Pu-1

.and she will bring back with her those

e

Rahd AL b bt e utd

adorning-the landscape, those sanctifisd .
not a set ofy nien, not even jhe mavates

asylums, whero innoconce, far pureethan
vesial, was.wont 1o. bloomn; and where
viriue wus prepared for heaven; those
magmificent nbudes whero benavolence
and generosity used to dwell in overy pos-
stblo shnps ol tenderness and charity 3
where the poor found rehef ; the sick met
with care s the travell:r, & home ; the
brokeh. hearted, combirt, Then wu
stiould see restored to their ancient splen«
dour, those now neglected monuments of
ancient p'ety, the few churches which the
sarbarism of the Reformers has not des-
troyed, but which, cven in their - present
shamefully neglected state, are still the
noblest monuments that adorn the nation
These would early be re.established in
their former beauty ; and in chem, instend
of the dull, cold service which they now
witness, we should again behold offered
up, ummd hosannas of joy and gladness,
that divine sactifice of love, which is the
soul of devotion and the essence of Christ-
ian worship. [n short, only renow the
blessed alliance, and soon a new ozder of
things will reign. The present wilder~
nens will becomo an Eden, smiling in
flowers, ar4 rich in fruits 5 and England
be once more what it was in its olden
days, Brilannia Sancta.
“ Eeco ventaro lrtantar omni smcalo”

*But, alas! Ifeel it; I feel that I
have been describing but the vicions ol a
pleasing dream.  The obstacles which
opposo the blessed unjon are numberless
as they are powerful. The dark, blind,
ignorance of our religion, which pervade
every rank and order of society in this
country, not excopling its clergy—their
hostility, rancour,and inveierate prejudices
against it, all deeply burntinto the pub-
lic wind by the bigotry of the pul,it ard
the injustice of the press—these are ob-
stacles 1o the compact which nothing short
of the Divine interfcrence can remove.
Then comes the steen and united opposis
tion of the entire Dissenting sects. To
all these the renewal of the reconciliation

ingolunily than they have don¢. 1 could
cite, but out of respect for their cheracters
[ will not, I'could cite endless extracie
fcom their works to show this.  This, then
certainly is true, that if tha learned wri-
ters'do really wish, ns they prafess they do,
for & reconciltation with theParentChurch,
their plan, or method of bringing this
about is, of ull others, the most ringular,

“With regaid to the proposed and wishe
ed-for union, there is, of colirse, nothing
that the Catholic more ardently and more
anxiously longs for.  Its blessings to reli

have just scen, exhibited by the benevo.

ol state of ths kingdom—a spectacle of
vice, ignorance, and depravity, such as
disgraces wo other Christian nation.
Even Sir James Graham, although the
staunch defenderof his Churcli, admitted,
v the occasion of his lordship’s motion,
that *Jt may be safcly asserted that the
important sulj.ct of religivus educalion
has been neglected in this countryin a
greater degree than in any other civilized
nation  This fact, or concession, nc-
counts at once for the evils depicted by
his lordship. TFor without religious in-
struction it is vain to expect either virtue
or good morals,  Well, but what, then, is
the remedy 2 The remedy is obvious.—
Recal and re-establish these means by
which, in ancient days, the aforesaid
evils were prevented. Recal Catholicity,

same principles and practices which long
rendered England the model of Christian
nations.  She will speedily rebuild those
mounds and restore those fences which
answered the twofold purpose of siem-
wing the tide of vice and cf sheltering
the «xercise ol virtue. We shall then

the contest; it beloves the advocates of seyites,) considering their affyction for
timeshonourcd Rome 1o examine agamn the  the Catholic Church, and iheir sleador
sybstructions of the modern Angiican respect for their own—-why they do not
Esablishment; for if religion is one, if atonce give up the latter, and embrace
Peter bo the 1ack, and Rome the centre 'the Catholic?  Theseare questions which
of uunity ; if salvation be of her as it was. themsclves ulone can answer. Their cons

of the Jews, then separatists from her are |
certainly schismatics, and we may assured-
1y moot the quesiion, whether a religion
merely of yesterday is to be a religion of
to-merrow, In this contest on the one
hand, we must insist, in spite of centuries
of calumnies, on the stability of the Cath-
olic Church; a stabibiy as certain and
immoveable as the rock on which she is
founded ; and on tho other, we must urge
the instability, the sandy foundaiion of the
Anglican Establishment.  To dissipate
the visionary aund lingering ootions of thuse
who manifest a longing for a uvion with
Rome, w2 most boldly inform them tha
‘tetween traith and error there can be ne
compromise, ao resting place ; there mus
be the confvssion of the one and the ab-
juration uf the other.

* & A short Historical View of the Ruse.

'rogress, and Establishment of the dnglicar
Church.”

duct is, certainly, a subject of surprise to.
the public; and a mystery which no one
can cxplain. It i3 on account of ibe ins
.oherency of their language—akheruately
prasteg and abusing the Catholic Church
to~day, studying 10 promote the uiion;
to-morrow libouring to countersct ii-—
that they are so severely treated by the
writets and members of their own estah-
lishment, accusing them of duphicity, and
impuling 10 them motives ahike dishonour-
able and ungincrous.  Very different
from all this is my opinion of them. 1
consider them as persons even more esti~
mable for their virtues thin they are re-
mackabie for their learning and their tal-
ents. At the same time,. I do sk this i
that thereas an weohrreney in their woit-
ings, a waywardsness in their conduct, for
which it is impossible to account. Thus

the reader has just seen, with what love

1no longer hear or read, as we now do ins
cessaniy, of that countless number of dis-
gus'ing crimes which disgrace the nation,
wuch less of those coustant tragedies
which every day afilict it; men sccking
{or cansclation in the horrors of sell des~
truction.  (Suicide is n completely Pro-
testant crime, unhearl of and unnoticed
in the antals of this country before the
Reformation.) Then, too, instead of
those numberless sccts and that religious
anarchy which divide and distract the
kingdom, we should form one family har~
moniously unjted in one faith, and one
order of worship

“ And neither would thhse be tha only
blessings that would result from the hap-
1y reconciliation.  L'hen those immense
rovenues of the church, which are now
devoted to the enrichment of the presont
body of the clergy, with their wives.
children, families, und so on, wauld be,
1n great part, consecrated,ns anciently, 10
the relief of the poos, and the.comflost of
the distressed. (It is, again, to Protest.
antism that we owe the oppression of poor
rates,and the gricvances of poor laws.)

would be deomed ruinous. It would spoil
their trade and deprive their ministers of
the main source of their livelihood ; for
itis by the promotion of disunion that
they Live. DBut abstracling even f{rom
these consigderations the spirit and temper
of the limes, tho general indifference to
all religion, the prevalence of incredulity
—above all, in the higher and more liter-
ary circles the rage for pleasure and dis-
sipation, and the almost universal reign
of vice, are thewmsclves circumstances
which defeat every well founded hope of
an approaching rewrn to Catholicity.”
We have not even attempted to do juse
tice to Dr. Fletcher’s litde work ; the
best justice that can be done it, and our~
selves, is to procure it and muke its coss
tents our own, It will amply repay a
careful perusal,  In parting with the
learned Doctor and his excellent, produc-
tion, we would urgp bim, on 19 reaching

a secnnd edition,, 10 supply the refercéace
to the nuthors quoted i1n his pages.

3

- - -
Reader ! art thou in prosperity ? be graze-
ful to Him from whom all cartbly’ good’ pro~

ceeds. Artthou in adversity? remomberthat

and { rvour they speak of tho Church of

Cntholicity restored, wa shall soon agan

He who rules the thunder, is all-powerfui to-
behold, sising up from their ruins and

cast from the: the bitter cup.
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