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housewife through the committee hearings
has had a stabilizing influence. The hearings
have had a significant educational value for
the members of your committee, for the
housewives and for the business community.
Public attention has been focussed on the im-
portance of the pri¢e and quality of consumer
goods and it is the earnest hope of your com-
mittee that Canadian housewives will shop
both selectively and carefully.

For the first time, full public disclosure of
the business practices and affairs of compa-
nies appearing before your committee was re-
quested. This applied to Canadian companies
as well as to subsidiaries of non-Canadian
corporations. In some instances, new light was
thrown on extensive inter-corporate relation-
ships which had not been made public before.
In one case, one newspaper reported “for the
first time, amazing extent of holdings re-
vealed” and a press service referred to the
“Stunning scope of food empire” All the pro-
ceedings were open and no information was
given to your committee in confidence. There
was extensive coverage of the work of your
Committee in the newspapers and on the ra-
dio and television.

3. The Need for Improved Statistical Infor-

mation

Your committee experienced some dif-
ficulty in obtaining satisfactory statistics on
the prices of a number of important commodi-
ties at the farm, wholesale and retail levels.
This was particularly true of meats. In part,
this arose from the division of responsibility
between the Department of Agriculture and
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. It is the
view of your committee that there will be
continuing interest in the trend of prices. For
purposes of economic analysis and studies of
distribution, improved statistics concerning
prices at all distributive levels are essential.
For this reason, it recommends both a greater
degree of interdepartmental co-ordination in
the compilation of price statistics and the di-
version of professional staff to expand and
improve the statistical information on prices
throughout the public service, and particular-
ly in the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. While
the quality of the work performed by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics is very good,
your committee firmly believes that its work
in some fields was being impeded by shortages
of professionally qualified staff.

The principal way of informing the public
of the changing level of prices is the monthly
Consumer Price Index issued by the Dominion
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Bureau of Statistics. This is a sophisticated
and valuable economic measuring device but
it is nevertheless difficult for an ordinary con-
sumer to interpret it as it applies to her nor-
mal purchases for her family. While the exist-
ing published consumer price indexes provide
a very useful measure of price movements
affecting consumers nationally and in major
urban centres, additional statistical indicators
are required. In particular, there is a pressing
need for the Dominion Bureau of Statistics to
broaden the scope of its retail pricing program
to encompass a wider range of qualities of
goods and services and to allow more useful
item price averages to be derived, by cities, on
a continuing basis. It is recognized that an
expansion of available retail price statistics
along these lines will require additional re-
sources, both in the field collection of price
data and in its evaluation, processing and
analysis. A good deal of information on vari-
ous aspects of consumer prices is published by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics but it is not
usually easily available to the consumer. The
consumer appears to be less well served in
this respect than some other groups in the
community. For example, her ability to detect
seasonal and other trends in food prices is
impaired by a lack of information. Your com-
mittee recognizes that there are technical
problems in compiling accurate price statistics
but nevertheless believes that it is an appro-
priate governmental function to disseminate
price information as widely as possible to the
consuming public.

Although your committee’s primary concern
was with prices, it necessarily became in-
volved on several occasions with other kinds
of economic statistics. Specific evidence was
given, notably by the Chairman of the Eco-
nomic Council of Canada, that there were
serious deficiencies in the government system
of collecting, analyzing and issuing statistics
relating to economic conditions. Moreover,
your Committee was impressed by the urgent
need for comprehensive, accurate and timely
statistics in the formulation of government
economic and fiscal policy. Because of the
importance of having good and current infor-
mation about short-run economic changes,
your committee proposes that a detailed re-
view of the government statistical system be
undertaken with a view to modernizing, im-
proving and co-ordinating the whole process
of collecting and compiling economic data.

Recommendations:
(a) That additional staff resources be
provided to the Dominion Bureau of




