Labor News -
From
Coast to Coast.

e
Boroarned

VvoL.,z.’ @

T0BSON REPO

~SAVSHATORHTY |

HORKERS LOYAL

M-tive of Western Radicals
Was to Elevate Labbr Inte
State of Dictatorship,

*“The Commissioner finds that the
great mass of the workers, intelil-
gent and loyal to British institutions,
@i4 not acqulesce in all that was sald
and done and that it was not clear
to the latter that the motive of the
radicals was not that of obtaining
the right to a mode of collective
bargaining for a group of workers,
but that their purpose was to elevate
labor Into & state of dictatorship.”
is the statement made in an official
report of the Robson Royal Com-
miesion, released for publication by
Premier T. C. Norris this week,

Tne report also #tates  that ‘/the
Commissioner finds that the char-
acter ‘'of the Western Labor News
trom {its Inception In Ausgust, 1918,
way toward radlecal Soclalism, rather
than eraft unionirm, and that the
cireulation of this paver had a
large part In stirring up discontent
and bringing it to a head.” It =
pointed out that had the Industrial
Conditions Act been In operation
the strike won'd Kiave been averted
and recommends the setting up of
tha Joint council under the act as
soon as possible.

An excerpt from the report reads:

“It Is fonnd that these Bocialist
fenAors mada the utmost use of the
strike to advance their own plans
and to convert the menaral strike
into a practically Boclalistic move
ment and to thrust themselves into

Ats leadrrehip ™

In dealing with the mode of con-
flocting the strike, the report says
the union leaders were persistent In
their drastlc methods remardless of
the conreanences of a complete ces-
e~tion of lahor In every avenue of
1!fe. That there was, In fact, loss
of lifa otheér than that eaused by
tha rints ecannot bhe doubted, but
Sa%or lenders frankiv declared this
had to be seffered If necessary to
bring the eommunity to a realiza-
tion of lahor's predicament,

Touching on the general loss to
the community, the Commissioner

finds that this was practically uni-
versal, Ruliding operations were
rétarded - or abandoned, and clear
.evifance was obtained that the
“bullding of at least 150 dwelling
houses, which wou'd have been
avalinhle for ceeuvation this winter,
wmt abandoned for the year,

The montt"! lons to the farmine

_eAmmunit qh tha strike of

28 wan ummt.rlv damaging to
thix class of the community,

“It 15 fmnossible to estimate with
any annrosch of acfouracy,” the re-
port adds, "“the fnancial loss to
wiare parners! the financial loss due
tn want of nroduction In and abou*
Winniren durine the period In oues-
tisn #n1 tha deflection of business
from Winniner or of the loss to the
_:l"!;nltunl and dairying communi-

.

The Commissioner deals with the
austtion of class distinction and pro-
poriicn of reward, and finda that in
rorard to this a radical change of
atHi*ude on all sides can alone over-
eoms this and reach a stable and
#a‘i~*actory condlition.

“Thers shouvld be no difMculty In
deriving the means for the over-
coming of educational dfsadvantages
of Inhor and for the provision of fres
medieal aseistance And runnlies for
thase who are by unemnloyment, 11l
nets or otherwise unable to obtain
these necessaries, It is submitted

fthat there should be a scheme of
taxation of those vho can afford it

ANTUBACITE (NAT, MINTRS'
NEGOTIATIONS STILL ON.

mmnmm of work in the anth-
racite conl fields April 1, when the
present wame agreement between
operators and workets explres, was
averted Inst week, on  ownars
notified the hard coal diggers that
they would agree to make any wage
increase decided wpon, the new
agréement being drawn up retroac-
tive to that date.

Indications are that tha sub-
eonimittee of miners and operators
apoifited to negotiate the new
agreement will not complete their
work before the
month, and the men threatene® to
suspend work untll the pact was
simned, unless the owners would
make the award retroactive. The
reply of the owners was received at
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Quebec Int. Labor
 Solid For Eight
Hour Worhlay

the, Canadisn

Last week -

Labor Press made mention of
the

41, representative of
unanimously

Mk ﬂxe Hull

Pouss of Commeong
sire a national eight-hour work
day.

Organized Lahor In all parts
of Conpfa ja solid foe a nation.
al eight-hour work day and all
peatomonts to the eontrary are
egroneous,

P[lSTAI. CLERKS VOTE

——

at Ottawa Convention,

A

| Foliowing
| the Dominion Postal Clerks in ans
| nual convention assembled at Otta-
1
{

| wi,- last week, decided to ‘affiliate
ct’ih a labor body in order that

the future.

This
considered by the delegates repre-
senting the Postal Clerks for the
past 18 months, and the decision to
{afiiiate with labor was practically
unanimously carried on the first
ballet,

The resolution adopted is as fol-
lows:

“Inasmuch as this assocletion has
congistently supported the idea of
the application of the principie of
Whitney Councils in the opecation
of the Civil Service of Canada and
Inasmuch as we have consistently
agitated for a Board of Arbitraticn
and Concilllation.to deal with Civii
Service grievanées, which has not
yet been conceded and in further
view of the fact that we belleve

THEATRICAL WORKERS

Cause Loss to Workers,

Asking for legislation which will
ensure at least partial
theatrical employes when theatres
are closed down by public order on
account of epldemic dieeases, &
deputation of moving picture film
operators from Regina and Saska-
toon walted on Premier Martin last
week.

that legisiation be enacted at the
next session of the assembly under
which the Government will refund
to picture houses and theatres at
least a portion of the year's license
fee on occasions when theéy are com-
pelled to close down by orders of
health boards, such legisiation to in-
clude provision for payment of &
portion of such refunds to employes
of the theatres and moving picture
shows.
It is stated that the theatrieal
employes also intend to take up the
question of eecuring a rebate of
municipal licenses in the same man-
ner and for the same purpose.
The deputation urged _the piam
that the salaries of teachers ani!
preachers continue when the schools
and churches aré closed down for
an epidemic but the wages and sal-
of places of
‘ate of the
opinion that their means of livell.
hood should be protected whenm, for
the benefit of the community at larga
they are obliged to relinquish work
temporarily through no fault of
their own.
The delegation ‘was received
courteously and every constderation
will be given to their repFesenta-
tives.

40,000 10CAL UNIONS ASKED
TO NAME COMMITTEES
FOR LAROR'S GREAT
CAMPAIGN,

At
A call has been sent to each of the
40,000 local unions In the United
States asking the immediate appoint-
ment of committees of three to co-
operate with committees named by
the central bodies for the work of
Labor's national nonpartisan politi-
cal campaign. The communication
Is signed by Samuel Gompers, Frank
Morrison and Jamea O'Connelly ex-
ecutive committee of the campaign
organization,

VICAR'S OPINION SAME AS
MOST OF US.

The Rev. Basil Bourchier, vicar of
Hampstead en suburb (Eng-
land), who incidentally has just re-
turned from Canada, protested at a
prohibition meeting against the idea
of a garden suburb wanting to force
prohibition upon the natiom
“I have seen that prohibition In
America is not for the rich and poor
alike, because the rich have their
drink and the poor are deprived of
. It becomes us of the clergy ill
to scorn the brewer when we are
indebted to him for so much sup-
port of the churches
“I would have emblakoned on
banners '‘God Savé the King and beer

[ mnllu of the sub-committee.

for the British people’.”

Hatthew Woll of the A.

“Conditions in the United Btates
are so different from those in Eng-
Jand that a Labor Party whioh ex-
_ pects to suceeed fn Americos, In

nﬂw of the progress made by the
tish- Labor Party, will find Iuell
anld . Ma

Lk 01 e
gravers' Internatfonal Uam and
‘wice-presiden. of the Amerioan Fed-
eration of Labdor, in nﬂoﬂ?‘ the

trial; the uunruv of the workers
in the Usited States ,are agricul-
tural,” sald Mr. Woll,” in explana-
tion of his “ml\mo:. arrived at on

the basis of tional ex-
pertenve. of CGroat
Britain, Are practically one peopls;
h-n in the Unl(ed shtn we are
ma ;& litfe wotld

-~ Rn:hnd has not the racial situ«
atlon to contend with which exists
in the United States. ‘The popula-
tion js English; it speaks one lan-
guage; it has one way of thinking:
our popuiation comes frym every
wection of the world, bringing with
it all of the national characteristics
“-of the various home lands. 1t
needs no detailed analysis to show
that this creajes a situation quite
different politieally from the situa-
tion in Eagland.

“Distance in England is a matte;
of hours, while in the United tes
At s & matter of days. dustries in
England are nrone to gather in dls

dangerous de
| the workers Ia °

F. of L. Points

Out Danger of Labor Party in U. S. A.

section may be occupled by a hun-
dred industries. Many of the factors
that operate toward Labor hm
success in England are lacking: in
the United Stat

“T™ to be sald also

ere a8 mu
W | for the convietion. which. is. heid ia |
the United States that indulgence

independent Labaf P
iy T
the intervet

of a partisan ¢h
.

<1 ganizations,

tion is, adove ail*

the workers, and I8

which they must

anl in every fun
T,

hurt mprw:ru lt-lh-nmo-
take in attae .n:‘ the American

eration- of

it attacked the

tion of the workers

brought them 10 the lon they
ne"oec.:&y to the Eritish Labor

“Reverting

Party,” eal@ Me, Wvll, In conclusion,
“when they whit has been
accomplished nuh it for. the

workers of Great Britain, wherein
are the warkers of Great Britain so
much betler off than are the work-
ers of tht'lh\m States? The pro-
ponents o Party politiesl
action do not make this clear at «ll
Perhaps this ls becauss they find it
impossibis. - A Tahor -
United States is a dream,
recognised as

tics. In this countty an industrial}

| oing to be .\;‘:' “. ..

WANT COMPENSATIOR

Gov't Orders Closing Houses

wages to

The proposal of the deputation le

of | yoing back to the old

'-nouurmmum.
Theasures that-could oniy

enactment of legislation along these
lines is in the best interests of the
operation of postal service, the
greatest public. utility invelved, and
in further view of the faet that
Dominion. Trades and Labor Con-
gress of Canada has consistently sup-
ported these reformse be it therefore
resolved that the assoclation  do
promulgate and put Into effect the
expressed will of the membership
of our association by afMllating with
the Dominion Trades and Labor Con-
greas -of Canada.”

The resolution was carried by a
vote ¢® 38 to 13, and on a second
vote it was carried unanimously.

CONGRESS CHIEF NOT ANX-
IOUS TO PAINT COUN-
TRY RED,

(Hamilton Herald.)

In the opinion of J. C. Watters,
the last meeting of the Pominion
Trades and Labor Congress held
in Hamilton some. monthe ago, did
not represent Canadian labor be-
cause it was not radieal enough. But
it is a mighty good thing for Ca-
nadian labor that Mr. Watters was
deposed from the presidency of the
congress in favor of a man who s
not so ambitious to paint this coun-
try red.

OUT-OF-WORK  BENEFITS
WON'T SOLVE PROBLEM,

The British Government's plan to
pay out-of-work benefits was ridi-
culed in the British’ House of Com-
mons by J. R. Ciynes, British food
controiler during the war,

“In a time ilke this,” he
1 when we are o0 HUCN 1 arr

demand for a greater abundance of
commodities and the needs of life,
it s a pathetic thing that we are
considering in this house not the
question of how to turn labor to a
better account, but how to provide
mohey in order that idle labor shall
be kept In being.”

Reynold's Newspaper, one of
Britain's leading Liberal publica-
tions, declares that Clynes' state-
ment is “a deep eriticlsm of prin-
ciples and is a chalienge that hus
got to be ansawered.

“The system wunder which we
lived before the war,” says this
newspaper, “and under which ‘ve
shall probably live agaln if we let
oureelves drift, |s one based on the
keeping down of wages and the
standard of life by means of a re-
serve of unemployed workeérs, whicn
could be larger or smalier as it s~
ed employers. What we want ia
not so much something which makcs
such a state of things a little less
terrible, but something that will do
away with it altogether. The bl
is good so far as it goes; but it docy
not go nearly far enough. It touches,
indeed, but the outer fringe of the
subject which is one of the moat
important and fundamental with
which statesmen can deal

“In the minds of the masses of
men and women of this <country
there is no greater fear than that
of being out of work.,"”

BRITISH TRANSPORT PRESI-
DENT ON PROHIBITION,

s a meeting of the
Springfield Brotherhood at Spring-
fleld Hall, Wandsworth, on “The
Carlisle Drink Experiment,” ‘Harry
CGosling, president of the National
Transport Workers' Federation, said
that if he were asked to vote on the
question, he would plump for pro-
hibition. In pubMe life, however,
one did not always follow one's gwn
inclination.

During the past “week,; he said, he |-
had been taking part ln&' lmull?

Addressin

...JABAR AFFILIATION|

l-pwhl Resolution Adopted

proper progress might be made in}:
action has been seriously|

ot

work, and when there is & erying b

Weekly Nem Letter

OTTAWA, SATLRDAY APRIL 3, 1920.

Live News and Views.

HALGROW'S PLEA
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“The programme for this session
is not aill that we Labor men would
desire; but there are four years
ahead of ua™ said G. G. Halcrow,
Hamilton East, in continuing the de-
bate on the speech from the throne
in the Ontario Legisiature last week.
“1 cannot see why pensions should

no provision made for the civilian's
child. I was very glad to hear mem-
bers say how favorable they were
to Hydro, but words count for noth-
‘ing when actions point the other
way. In 1902 the City of Toronto
made application to use certain of
the waters of the Niagara, and were
refused.

“The very next year the Liberals,
who were in fower, gave the right
to exploit 415,000 horse power to a

privaie corporation. In 1908 11
municipalities contracted for one
hundred thousand horse power. No

Government should claim the eredit
for what the municipalities have
done. In 1913 Sir Adam Beck ap-
peared before Cabinet practically on
his bended knees to ask the Con-
servative Government to allow him
to develop. Chippewa. In 1916 the
demand for power, owing to war

AGRICULTURAL

Labor is being attacked and mis-
represented in such a way as would
be adopted If reactionary and ex-

a campalgn against it, according to
an editorial on *Real Farmers va
Professional Farmers,” by Samuel

the American Federationist,
which he endeavors to show that the

and profiteers,”
drive them apart.
says:

“It is but natural that at & time

who are trying te
Mr.

are interested in providing bulwar!
of protection for greed and for
dustrial autoeracy should seek 10
misreprgsent Labor. Labor is e
';‘.oi- in a great rolon to-

acy-—to
make the pﬂnclplu and facts of
democracy the rules of lifé and of
our every-day conduct. It is engag-

ed in a battle to enlarge the human
horizon, and to eliminate from
American life evils which are a

scourge to the great masses of our
people,

“It is to be expected that those
who are interested In perpetuating
the evils against which Labor con-
tends will seek to create a feeling
of distrust of Labor and to mis-
represent Labor wherever the. op-
portunity offers. Whether such a
campaign has been begun under the
actual direction of reactionary and
exploiting elements is not a mat-
ter that can be proven at this time.
What may be said Is that work 1s
being done of a character such as
would be done if such a campalgn
were under way.

“Between the Industrial workers
of the city and the agricnltural pro-
ducers of the country there have
come into existence numerous agen-
cies which are able to maintain
themselves largely through exploit-
ation of either the farmers or the
workers or both., For reasons that
are partly historical and partly
mythical there has been more or
less of distrust between city wage
workers and farmers. The gamblers,
exploiters, and profiteers who have
come In between these two produe-
tive forces surely have done nothing
to remove the distrust originally
there. AsS a matter of fact they have
increased it.

“The men who perform the work
upon the farms have been told pro-
lific stories about the strikes of the
men who work In the cities. It
has been saild to the farmer that
the strike of the industrial work-
er is not only a strike at the em-
ployer but is a strike at the farm-
er. The Mnoriun trade union move-

LESS WAGES ARE PAID,

A report by the United States
bureau of labor siatistics does not
l\lppoﬂ the clalin that high wages
are sible for i d living

concerning the dock:
he remarked, “being ‘one of the
judges I must not really talk about
it.” But one thing, he said, had im-
pressed itself upon him. A withess
from Liverpool, in réply to questions
from the judge sald, “The mén are
not nlng‘het to the old condl-
tions.” e had sald it In a way
:!m implied that whatey: ha
Frened the men -
of All, return to'the etite of things. |
e, Mr. Gosling wanted all of shem
1o swear by that. They were not
m

even if they had to mx tor T A
Thera were' bor lenders
who were interest ln the wages
men got, but wages were nothing in
comparifon witi living conditions
The man who did not do something
to rom'dy the houlnc problem was
ng his duty to his wife and

rebel, as they knew.

The canteen mum. Mr. Gosling
sald, had come to stay. He would
ha bold enough to say that Great
Britain was not quite ready to abo-
lish Intoxisating nquor in tho ecoun-
try yet. The kind of drinks that
were called “temperan were
about as bad as they eould be. nvery
public house in Carlisle had
name-—the Golden Lion or -htn«
it might be—bdat even that was put
up respectably, so that from its
appearance the duilding mizht be a
bank or anythisg else. What was
really wanted was the introduetion
of games into the public houses, A

Lol Bl

costs.
Of 1% mantfacturing Industries
studied, it is shown that in February
of this year, compared with last
January, two Iindustries (iron and
steel, with 6.9 per cent, and silk,
with 2.2 per gent.) show an increase
ARBGOBen i

The remainiog

a decrease. The lafy
10.4 por mnt,. !u

followed
vlth

decrease 18
LB rHanu e
clgar manufae-
a 5 per cent. decrease,
M
cent. decrease.

Dedpite wage decreases In cotton
and shoes, retail prices of these ¢com-
modities continue to advance.
8hall the worker's wages be based

the cost of or shall he be

e worker were to accept a8
a wage fixed solely on a cost-
base, he would be but »
degree removed from the position
of a siave,” says the labor paper.
“It he were compelled to battle
day in and day out mecely to be
able to work, eat and sleep, to feed
fhungry little moutts ‘at home and
to provide enough clothing to keep
himseld and family warm, what op-
portunity would there be for the
worker to develop his mentality, %o
raise himeelf from the rut.

“If the worker is to be ed as
& man Insipad of a chattel, If his

man could not play well and get
the ' drunk and the sverage man thought
than of geiting

more of winning
drunk,

r‘.nnl are {0 be safeguarded instead

of beibg violated. then 12 in only fair |&part

AND INDUSTRI
INTERESTS ARE SIMILAR

Samuel Gompers Asserts That Pm and Workingmen Must

ploiting intereats were undertaking

Gompers, in the current number of §
™

interests of farmers and working-
men are#imilar and that both must §
guard against “gamblers, exploiters, §

Gompers b

when so many issues vital 1o publie |
waltare are to the fore, those who By

re n}d un no dw

=¥ | causes, was so great that they allow-

PRODUCERS’
AL WORKERS’

Profiteers,”
The-Apan.

congideration frem
It does demand, however

lal

will
ife is lived and to enlarge the op

down

the farmer “is

continues:

htenment of the

resort to

workers a chance to enjoy hig!

is this idea which needs correction.
It should be unnecessary at

norance.”
Francis H. Sisson, of the Guar-

quoted as spaying that the average
wages of organized workers were,
during
1920, only 55 per cent. higher than
in 1913, and during the same period

cent.

“No one familiar with American
Industrial organization will contend
that even the &5 per cent. advance
of wages was given voluntarily by
employers,” he Asserts. “As a mat-

and in many cases to strike hard, to
bring the average even up to that
figure. Not the farmer in America
nor yet any other section of the
population will see its standard of
living lowered without protest.

“At about the time Attorney-Clen-
eral Palmer was bringing injunction
proceedings agalnst the United
Mine Workers to prevent them from
making & strike order effective,
Secretary Houston of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture was advising
the farmers of America to plant less
wheat . during tno eo'ulu year,”
says Mr. G »”
farm journal as uylu ﬂut wheat
acreage is this year | 33 per cent.
under that of 1819, 'l'hero snmm
specific
says, of farmers Muchm output. u
admitted by farm journals, which
resent bitterly anhy strikes by dty
wellers.

G e T §
OPNSE TEACHERS’ UNIONS.
Teachers m“boﬂanm to be re-
garded as wards of the state, says
the Commercial Federation of Call-
fornia. These business men warn
teachers that they must keep away
from trade unions, and if they orf-
ganize “they will 4o serious Infury
to their own cause and that of edu-
cation.”
Any teacher who Jjoins a trade

s'and Ehoes, with & l.‘lw SR TR S T PN REER RV A
At a hearing on the wage demandy

of longshore workers, the dockers’
was

would not fnsult his
asking them to aceept &
basis” of wages.

ry that wages should

The theo should rise
and, decline wll) the cost of ivin

any

t it be not misrepresented and
persist in the struggle to
nprove the conditions under which

~ Mr. Gompers then quotes a farm
urnal as saying that farmers must
c “both expenses and pro-
pction or operate at & heavy loss,”
d a good
uh business man %o take the
Mr. Gompers
m . the ad-
sion that the farmer ddopts the
iness-llke course of wetriking.”

' *“The impression that seems to be
the minds of some persons who
uss Labor affairs for the en-
| agricultural
ommunity is that workers in the
: the strike out of

curtafl production while giving the
plsasant and profitable vacations. T¢
this

time to restate the principle that is
involved in the strike or to restate

the reason for using a strike. The

only reuo: t’l‘ut -xllntl for such a{ NRB OF m‘ SALARIES
necessity is that a large number of GGEIRTED

people are paid to perpetuatd Ig- m .

anty Trust Company, New York, is

the week of February 7,

living costs had advanced §3 per

ter of fact it was necessary to strike

ed him to go ahead. Name one Cab-
inet Minister who has stood on the
Hydro platform during the past ten
years. I certainly do not thimk the
same as Premier Drury on the tariff, |
and If he expresses his views I con-
sider that I have the same right,
“We Labor men do not believe in
the conscription of flesh and blood,
and allowing everything eise to go
free. We a&id contend that every-
thing should have been placed on
the altar of sacrifice. That was not
done, It it should be done, the
Labor pirty would have been the
first to advoeate sonscription,
“The people of Hamiiton gave a
respectable majority on the last
three questions on the referendum
on the liquor question which, as has
already been sald, was a Chinese
puzzle of a ballot paper. 1 have
found ‘& great many people who
thought the Ontario Temperance Act
was a good thing so long as their
cellars were well stocked. The
working classes cannot afford to do
that. Every bootlegger voted tem-
perance at the last election because
it was his living. They were making
a good thing out of it. One of our
distillers says that it gave §100,000
to the temperance cause. I bélieve
them, because they had to stop tak-
ing orders as they could not meet
the demand. I do not advocate a
return to the old conditions. ‘While
a majority rules, there is still a
minority to be considered. I believe
that with the elimination of the
stronger liquors and the giving to
the people of lighter wines and beer
will_be the only solution. There is
mmwh&- ever was, I am :
ere r -
o the views of my constitu-
ents, and think that thls
should do something along
lines.”

BANK CLERKS DECLARE RE-

(Toronto Star.)
Ten bank clerks, forming a depu-
tation, visited the Star protesting
against a statement contained iIn a
recent issue of the Star to the effect
that a junior clerk of good abllity
can reach a salary of $2,000 or more
within five years by being appeinted’
to manage a branch. They also
deny that wage increases during the
past four years have aggregated 30
per cemt, unless bonuses are in-
cluded, and these are mnot consid-
ered as constituting the salary.
“For one thing the statement
that junlors started at $350 four
years ago was entirely wrong,” de-
clared the spokesman. “This was
ralsed to $300 in 1911, or mearly
ten years ago.”
“A man starting in at the present
minimum of about $400 ‘would
barely receive $1,000 in five years at
the present rate,” he continued

years for. a man of good ability te
reach $3,000 or more per annum.
I don't know of any man in the
service who has a salary of $2,000
and who has only served 10 years.
The specific case of one member
of the deputation-was cited as Tol-
jows: He joined the staff of his
bank ten years ago at a salary of
$100° per annum. Since then he
has recelved an annual increase of
$100, with an $100 paid last
year as a special grant to meet the
increased cost of Mving. Execlusive
of his bonuses, his present salary is
$1,100 per annum, or about $21.25

pension snd guarantee dues.

“There are diseases which are
eating the heart out eof our peaple,
wmm-'mMout our very life”

to allow him the full mu
which he is_entitied”

Guian's Child Needs|

be provided for soidiers’ widows, and |

“It would take from ten to twelve

per week, from which are dedueted | WOT!

per mmu, Ay

E
!
1
|

e

Thomas A Irwin, & member
of the Town Councll of Glasgow,
Scotiand, while addressing an
Edmonton audience recently
reviewed the operation of the
Glasgow tramways, one of the
big publicly owned utilities. The
city took ower the tramways
from a private company in
1804 I the busines
done increased by 38 per cent

“In my view, a utility which
is a necessity for the whole
Lommunity should never be in
private hands,” declared Mr. Ir-
win, "It should be operated for
the public ponvenlience, for if
in private hands it will be run
for profits only.”

Efficiency under public own-
ership was entirely feasible and
possible, he thought.. He fore-
saw great possibilities for the
future in Edmonton’'s publicly
owned utilities.

During the whole war, sald
Mr. Irwin, there was never a 60-
sécond cessation of work over
labor disputes among the 20,000
civic employes in Glasgow.

BAKERS AND WIIRKERS
SHOULD GET TOGETHER

Master Bakers Protest Against
Abglition of Night Work.

When the question of abolition
of night work in bake shops was
brought to the attention of Hon. |
Waiter Rello, Ontario’s Minister of
Labor, he attempted to get both the
employers and workers together !n
a joint conferemce. Labor, through
its organization, the International
Bakery and Confectionery Workers'
Union, accepted the Invitation and
& deputation of the workers wended
it way to Toronto and the whole

1

|

question was taken up with the
Minister of Labor. The employers,
through their organization, the

Master Bakers' Association, did not
participate In the conference, claim-
ing that it did not have sufficient
time to prepare its case. This was
probably due to the fact that in the
days of the ofd Dbi-party Govern-
ments Labor's demands were held
under “due consideration.™ How-
ever, with a democratic Government
in power at Toronto, matters have
taken a very different aspect. Labor's
requests are being considered and
it feasible, and there is no denying
that most of the requests are falr
and just, legisiation will be enacted
t:‘dbrmc the requests into full force

efleot.
Shortly m&t workers had
lald their oase. ofe the Minieter
Bakers waited on the
Minister . of Labor and protested
against daylight baking, basing thelr
plea that §ts introduction would
tend to lessen production, as well as
rendering it impossible to supply
fresh bread.

The Canadlan Labor Press be-
leves that the maximam amount of
good will be gained if both sides got
together as the Minister of Labor
has suggested and discuss the mat-
ter In a round-the-table conference
All. over the world abolition eof
night work in bake shops is being
sought and the Canadian workers
are not establishing a precedent in
asking that it be abolished.

BIG ORGANIZING PROJECT.

The Central Labor Couneil at
Portland, Ore. has asked affiliates
to vote on a proposal to raise the
per capita tax to'30 cents & member
per month for the purpose of finane-
ing an organiging campalgn in this
¢ity. 'The council has appointed a
committee of 25 to visit the unions
and explain the extent of the pro-
posed campaign, which i declared
to be the moet gimantic that was
ever attempted in this eountry.

The plan is to place a large num-
ber of organizers in the fleld. These
will work under a general commit.
tee. Publicity will be used to 2

il

"District 26, U. M. W. of A., Will -

N.S. MINERSTO
H‘EMANH%PE“
INCREASES

Hold Convention at Trure,
April 5.
The rumor that wage increases of
at least 25 per cent. will be sought
by the miners of Nova Scotia, fol-

lowing the forthcoming U, M. Wi
convention at Truro, was co

e

A

Sydney Mines last Saturday

“The 25 per cent Increase Pe-
cently awarded the American mine
ers will be rais. I by increasing the
price, and such action will put our
Canadian operators in & position 1o
Nn{: belier wages to our men,” he
sa

Mr. Barrett returned only & week
ago from New York, where he was
in consuitation with John Lewls
aasd John P. White and other leadl-
ers as to the 25 per cent. award of
the Wilson coal commission. It is
his opinion that it will not be adopt=
ed without a fight on. the part of

the men. He says that the U, M.
W. only agreed to accept the
unanimous report of the commis-
sion and it is only majority and
minority reports which have Desn
submitted. The men will endeavos

to secure the 35 per cent for Datal
men and the seven-hour day eme-
bodied in the minority report. They
are confident that President- Wilson
will order modifications in the find-
ing before placing it finally before

the men.
That the Inverness miners will
soon recelve the same wcale of
wages granted the Dominion Coal
Company's employes at the time of
the MacKinnon ‘award, was the
statement made by Robert R
district president of the B\m
Mine Workers, last week. "
The Inverness Conciliation .
which concluded its sessions m
days ago, concluded with apparent
satisfaction and despatch the busls
ness of adjusting the wage disputes
of the company and ita miners. The
precedent set by Dr. MacKinnon af
Bydiey was foliowed. Representas '
tives of men and officials held prie
vate sessions, arrived at an
ment, had ‘it ratified by the
and forwarded as a joint report to
Ottawa.
The agreement provides for .'»
payment of the same rates 3 pre-

vail in the Dominion collieries a8
Glace Bay and Springhill. Ms
Baxter says the -increase

age is not large, but the level
up of rates s very satisfactory.
new schedule will affect about
hundred men.

Judge Pnu-r.n. for Government,
pany, and J. C. Watters for

men comnstituted the boarl

CONPLETES FORMATION OF
JOINT WAGE BOARD,

Formation of the joint rallroad
wage board was completed hers
last week by the conference coml-
mittee, representing the

corporations and the -txu:‘m‘.. o

road unions, which elected~- KB P,
Whiter, of the Pennsylvania ralle
road chairman. The bi-partissh

body now is ready 1o begin consids
eration of the wage demands of the =
two million workers made last
August, and which since have been
twice before the president without.
a settiement being reached.

JOINT COUNCIL OF INDUSTRY
FOR MANITOBA.

Amendments to the Manitoba Ine
dustrial Disputes Act setting up the
Joint Council of Igdustry, were AP«
proved practically as drawn up af
the session of the law am
committee' of the Manitoba ;
ture, The amendments were :
posed by Labor, represented by o
J. Murray, who declared that labor
people were confidently looking for
an era of industrial peace. , &

The'

J. BE. Bagg, K.C. opposed
opposition was on the ground “‘.

rreater extent than ever before and
every unorzanized wage earneér In
the eity will be reached.

measure for the employers
the amendments concentrated
much power on the jeint aoudl.~
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MCmmew-hquﬁfNaboaan
And U. 8. Only Big Nations Outside -

The United States of Anortc- and
China are now the only two Govern-
ménts of any copsequence in the
Ln:; eligible to membership in the
e of Nations, which have faili-
ed to join.
A total of 34 nations now com-
poss the | Of thess, 22 are
original tories of the Treaty
of Peace, end bave, by ratification
of the treaty, accepted membership
in the of Nations.
‘r elve other nations, which
neutral during the war, in-
vuu to )o& the league under the
provisions the treaty/ have sig-
nified thelr intention to accept such
1 memberabip: . Venesusia. is the only.
countey so m whith has lot

ations in Tengwe. "
l-nmtbmdmm

i

@

41 umu
¥: Bolivia, Bra-
Argentina, Chil,

garia, Finland, Gcrmny Hu
Portuga!, Romania, Rumala,
Croat-8lovene,

first meeting at Jan.
1920, and organised iteelf by

Eric Drummond, of England,
been designated in the treaty

covenant itself to composs the
Prague. The U

epened in London, Mareh 11.
Although

£ miles. The area of nal
the league is 17,594, !« q‘n

ABIA: China, Hedjax, Turkey.
EUROPE: Albania, Austria,

The councii of the league held
Paris,

o, Sir

ng Leon Bourgeois as preside

Btates
Nine nations were named in

council of the

the former Central
e ahd Russia are estluded

por 5

membership, the league already

egents a coneiderable
population and area of
The nations

of
® earth, -
ready In (lu

¥ | 1”

is now re Great | 145, following & meeting of teachers m..d&m 7
Britain as “a fodder basla”. The |in 8t Louls & few days ago, declared | Greece.
ers are asking M:a: that fully N’rmtd m had OCEBANTA: Australia, New Zea- miles of territory and 400,
shoit)d others decide for them mb affiliate with labor | land. . population, and the Unite
i# a luxury and what 5 & necessity. nuln-‘:hlhr-bo- 798 square miles;
They point out that other clasres ship. Notics to effect, together | ﬂkh are sot [ite popuiation, &AFe.
are never’ in P with a ! of their demands for nut-obu countries on the NONe
and that d & wage increase of 33 1-8 per cent, m&: member sids.
< s not based on what h.d%':‘ sent %o Superin- .qa Istands): The addition of e m
will “keep in £ tendent cnu lh& m uras, Nicar- |States and China 1o the
The workers afe rejesting the oid “We intend to get all that is com- | agua, San would simost gouble the popu
notiom ¢ they shall be conaidersd ing to us, and we feesl that with the Am (4 ): Mexico, | represomnted in the gue o
from 411 ot rather ..u/mhn labor we will | United States. - . raisine the populstion
than be itied to set their own be enabled to accomplish this moge AMERIOA (Bouth): Ecuadwr, |reducing tne popuiation outside
Hving readily,” Ammerman said, e Venesueln, Viesgee 10 €602,000,009,




