1 communicated this

answer to “The object of his visit, he stated
viously apps the i se- | induce me to go down to the Collec
nentty‘t‘l‘nmvdttﬁ» ‘He at | get him to stop the sailing: of the I

ed it the state

- this letter were communicated to t

Jector, he would be bound to prosecute to
extremities; and the appearance of such an
advertisement, to be sent to all parts of the
world in a public newspaper, seemed to im-
press his mind so hedvily with thé serious
- ronsequences that might ensue ‘to .General

insisted -
E‘:rrm, that he ins mw:rp‘ﬁ.:gm

thereto, in-a manner, that from my
father, I could not resist. But, I strongly
remonstrated against the measure, as a dere-
liction of my duty as a public ofiicer, after
so high-handed a violation of the law: for”
in that light I have ever considered, and still
do consider, the Rescue of the Schooner
But, upon my father’s persevering
injunctions, I did consent to withhold these
letters, and he thereupon wrote ta General
Corrin, what the General now terms ““the
secret friendly confidential paper,” of which

ANSW

>

Martin.

the following is a copy :

My Dear GENERAL.

Whether you will -excuse this or not, I | General Corrix acjompanying me apart
feel compell);d from motives of purest | the way ; and I Welrrfc‘olle.ct that I uriveg
friendship, to say to you, that I think the’ at the Collector’s_justiin time for Hm ¢p

steps you have taken and, are pursuing, are
those of a mad-man, if you regard your re-
most importan! interests,

Re o0 S R0k
L A IR st
to assure tha Collector that the vesse
be brobght back, and placed in his ¢ustody,
A prosecution'then may be, ‘and I have no
doubt will be, conducted in a mamner that
will be as little prejudicial to you, a5 can be
practicable. If this advice is neglected *till
this day's Paper comes out, the Rubicon
will be past. In haste, ever most fai y
yours, w.
Saturday, 19th April, 1817,

[N. B. The words printed in Italics; were under
scored in the original, at the time it was sent. }

This letter, by my fathers’ direction, ‘I
showed to the Collector, in order to obtain
his sanction thereto, without which it might
have been- altogether ineffectual, before it
was sent to General Corrin; -and I then
immediately dispatched it to the General,
who, in a short time returned the letter with
his answer indorsed on it, as follows :

¢ Lower Cove.

My Dear Juvee—I am where I can
only say, I thank you for your advice, and I
will abide by it; and if I can put my hand
on her, bring her back.to the Collector on
the faith of a man, Yours,

J. COFFIN.

Provided no advantage is taken, whatever,
of any person. J. COFFIN.”

[The original of the above letter and answer, are
pow inmv fathers’ possession. ]

In reply to this answer to the best of my
recollection, another short note was written
to the General by my- father, of which no
copy was retained, merely informing the
General that he had no authority te make
any terms, and that he must see the Collec-
tor without delay; which I understood he
did. Having commuaicated General Cog-
¥1N’s answer to the Collector, I immediate-
xep to the Printing office; to stop

advertisement from beiug inserted in the
Newspaper, and was barely, in time for the
purpose, it being already in type, and the
paper being on'the point of being put into
the press. I well remember that my father
(with his characteristic ardour in every thing
in which he'is seriously engaged,) remained
on horseback upwards of an hour, in the mar-
ket square, nedr to. which the Custom house
was then kept, and until T bad reported to
him, that the insertion of the advertisement
in the newspaper of that day was suppressed.

After this my father had no knowledge or
concern whatever, in any of the proceedings
relating to the schooner Martin, nor was
any further eommunication respecting them
made to-him ; indeed he shortly after sailed
mostw, on the business of the Boundary

The next period of these transactions in
which ¥ 1:2 any copcern, was onithe morn-
ing of Monday the 2igt of April. I had
understood  that. ‘Gederal Corrin, in the
intermediate time, had set out in pursuit of
the vessel, and had been driven back by a
head wind. " 1 had aiso understood, that opeof
the Tide Waiters who had set out in the
schr. Little Belt, in pursuit of the Martin, in
expectation of the reward before the adver-
tisements were suppressed, had also been
driven back by the same head wind.

On the morning of Monday, the 21st of
April, at'an éarly hour before breakfast, I
was much surprised at receiving a visit from
. General Corriy, who nppq::g_w me to be

letter, and my pro-
whom pre-

once became very much disturbed and alarme | s
"cﬁ’ things, as they regarded | off again, in search of the Martin,”
General Corrin, The evident implication
in the Genéral’s letter to me, that he had .
caused the rescue ; the mﬁdmﬁ”i.?(‘:ﬁf

shall

i

labouring under great alarm

which was then getting under w

best of my recollection, General
that time made a proposition to 1
effect, that he would give a Bond to' pa
the dollcctor, the sum of £150. or suclt
lue as she might be appraised aty andd
the Martin to himself when he should reg
ver the possession of ‘her—thatin the m
time a prosecution could be regilarly ¢
ed on in the Court against her; ‘ai
would pay such sum on herbeing e

- But [ well gpmember ¢ .
time was 35 it still is, that under the-
cumstances of this case,|any such eoup
sition would have been highly  objeeton
ble. T conceived a flagrant violation A °
law to- have been committed. The sche:
ner Martin, no matter what the cause
seizure was, had beeﬂorcibly resmied frof
the custody of the Law; and J did thé:
think as I still do think, that I.could ni

have been  justifiedin reccmmending, n
the Collector in acceling toany propositiol
that had not for its basis, he replacing

the vessel in the samp custely from when
she was taken. T$ this ffect I advis
the Collector, whom I weny immediately
see according to Géneral Corrin’s reques|

b

TS

doubt that I wrote a note
ffin, to the effect stated by Ge-
N in his ‘appeal,’ which there

& aslittle doubt my agrecment with the
sl fully anthorised i€ to doj but of
1 have nio copy. transactions
morning of the 21st of April, were,
iaill be perceived, from this detaihof them,
rried and irregalar j ‘Gen. Corrin,,
p&‘enﬂy in a state of extreme anxiety
depression of mind, and I can’ with per-
it tputh and sincerity declare, that my great
et onr this occasion, s in all the proceed-
s ng to the schr.Martin, inwhich I was

i o e

e fime actoated by a friend)
tion towards General Corrin. I didin-
fite\ I confess, that, (sofaras I was con-
cerfyd, ) no man, let his rank and influence
be Wit they might, should trample upon the
laws Yith impunity, but, where an offence
bad ben essentially -atoned, T was ready to
advise \eainst, and to forbear any vindictive
proceegings, “
The Bond, was never filled up by me, as I
daily efpected the return of the Martin,
The Mjrtin was brought back by General
Cor¥jy, on or about the 28th of April, and'
replajed in the custody of the officers.of the
Custyims. The Bond, or rather.the paper
} integled for a Bond, being no longer of use

stop the Little Belt as she was passiiy his
house, which hé did. The propesition Wic|
I. was then authorised by the Collesgy

L to_make

himself in the Penalty of £300 to briug §
vessel back to the custody of the Custdn
House; to deliver up the offending articls
N that had caused the seizure, and to pay ¢

xpences incurred, namely—a satisfactia
t the owner and crew of the schooner Lit:
tl¢ Belt, and the persons going in her ;
"this I understood from the Collector, was in

substance the understanding between Gene-
ral Corrin and himself on the preceding
Saturday, upon which all further publication
of the advertisements had been suppressedy
I returned to General Corrin with this prow
position; to the best of my recollection, he|
objected to the amount of the penalty, as
being far beyond the value of tlie vessel;

o

i

high as £200, but I will not undertake to
say that the amount of the penalty of the
Bond was distinctly agréed upon,” between
‘General Corrin and myself : indeed, as the

back the vessel, and upon this being do
the Bond would be void, I did not think th:.|
amount of the penalty a matter of much im-
portance, and to the best of my recollection §
I so stated it to General Corrin, But it
was most certainly agreed upon by General
Corrin and myself at the time, that a Bond
should be given by hifh to bring back the,!
schooner Martin ;-that he should deliver up;
the articles in question, and pay the above !
expences. - Accordingly the Collector sent |
for the persons that were going down in the
Little: Belt, in order to adjust the amount
of these expences, and General Gorrin and
myself proceedad to my office in order to |
execute the Bond. On our way thither, he
stated that he was so much hurried, as theves.
sel in which he meant to sail was about getting |
under-weigh, that he could not wait for the
Bonds’ being regularly drawn out, but that
he would put his hand and seal at the byt
tom of the paper, and I might fill it up after.
_wards. T accordingly wrote at the top of
the first page of a sheet of paper, the names
of the parties alone, and he put his hand and
seal at the bottom of the second page, and
immediately hurried away for fear of losing
his passage. I went to the Collector again
and informed him that the Bond was duly
executed, which, whatever might be the legal
doubt of the validity of such an‘instrument,
I couceived under the circumstances of the
case, I was justified in doing. %
The expences were at that time- adjusted
with the parties concerned. T wrote a note
to General Corrin then embarked, stating
their amount, and sent the same to him—
whether he- received ‘it ornot, I do not
know. The vessel in which he was, which
I understood bad been delayed unti! this.ar-
rangement ‘on shore should be completed,
was then permitted to proceed, and the
from procecdimg

Little Belt was ‘stopped
pursuit of the Martin, :

With regard.to the contraband articles, it
was a part of the agreement that they should’
be given up, as I'have before stated; and
the, impression on my mind at this day is,’
that in the' conference with General Corri,
I'stated that they ought to be sent to the’
Oxstons Hodse beties he sailed ; to which he
replied, that such was the hurry it wds il
possible to do it then, but that Mrs. Coffin,
on being applied-to, would deliver them up,

and

I think he did consent that it should be as {

foundation of the agrcement was to. bei

or vfidity, was afterwards destroyed by me.
(h the 29th of April, the Martin, and the
artifes in question, were libelled by
me p the Court of Vice Admiralty, together
: wit] divers other seizures that had beeh made
bt that time, asis the practice in such'|

e T
eernin, nor was I inany manner advised with,
relative to any subsequent proceedings.
The course, which I theught the only pro-
er one under the circamstances of this case,
d been pursued, namely, regular proceed-
ings were had to condemnation in the Court
lof Vice Admiralty ; there my official duties
ceased, and there my. interference ceased
also. . No prosecution or proceedings were
bad or contemplatéd agaist General Corrin
for the rescue, of the schooner, nor, (to
make use of his own terms,) was “any ad-
antage whatever taken of any person’* on
his account ; nor would the trapsaction ever
;ave been made a subject of discussion, had
not been for General Corrin’s complaint
o the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s
reasury.upon his arrival in England, against
he Collector of the Customs, with regard to
be prosecution of this schooner.—I must
pt it here, to relate one or fwo circum.
ances that occurred about that time: - in
‘the first place, I signified to General Cor-
FIN soon after the Martin was brought back,
that it would never answer for the persons
who actually run awa; with her, to return
to this Province, aspr iic policy would re-
quire in such case, that they should be taken
notice of, and he intimated that they would
ot return. Another little anecdote is too
haracteristic to be omitted : very soon after
the vessel was brought back, Generat@or-
FIN professing that he now desired nothing
but peace, told m: that he had a few brace
of ducks, which he had killed on the voyage,
and asked me whether he had not better
send one or two pair as a peace offering te
the Collector. I advised him by ne means
o think of it ; *it appearing to me that such
an offering at such a time, would be equally
uaworthy, in him to make and in the Col~
lector to accept. This circumstance is well
membered by some™sf my friends, as have
ing been mentioned by me to them when it
happened, and is of impértance only to shew
that, at that time the prevailing feeling in
General Corrin’s mind, was not that of a
deep sense of injury. The usual daily civi-
lities continued to pass between us, until he
embarked forEngland a few. days before
which, we had a friendly conversation in the
market place.

" In thie month of June 1817, Gen, Corrin
thought proper, to insert in the public news-
papers here, some intemperate paragraphs
against the Collector. 'The Collector, justly
incensedat such proceedings, which he con-
ceived forfeited all claim that General Cor-
FIN might otherwise have had to further for-
bsarance, thereupon prepared a statement
of the circumstances attending the rescue of
the schooier, to-be submitted to the Com-
“missioners of the Customs, for their direction
whether a prosecution should %:ommenc-‘
Saatiat Grouerdt Gnpir KIS alon &
e case of the Martin, havingin the official
“returns, been s merely as an ordinary
seizure. ‘This representation the Collector
was induced to withhold a¢ that time, in com-
pliance with the earnest solicitations.of the
‘Comptroller and myself, made under an
‘apprehension of the very injurious conse-
‘quences - that would:probably ensue there-
from to the General ; and under a hope that
[ the General’s rashness and imprudence in this
affair, wonld not be permanent, and cer-

temmnal

Mis. Coffin was applied to after the General'
sailed, and refused to deliver them up ;. upon'|

tainly never dreaming that he could venture,

‘made known to me from the Col-“]

dormant, had it not become nécessary, ma-
ny months afterwards, to transmit in defence
against General Corrin’s representations to
the Lords of the ‘I'reasury.
thing respecting the seizure of the schoeffer

then in.
the Province, by several persons with many
of whom it was sald he had never corres-

Thug ever

Martin, so far as respected my fatherand my«

self, remained until the last winter. By the
December mail from England, which was
received here in the month of February; -
u::eMi and voluminous letters were saidi "

v ‘sepatved y
land, - respecting the concerns of

ponded before. . It was soon rumoured and
came to my father’s ears, that it appeared
among other things by these letters, that Gen-
eral Corrn, in addition to the very serious
charges he had exhibited against the Collec-
tor and €omptroller of the Customs, had
been making répresentations to His Majes.
ty’s Ministers strongly impeaching the pro=
priety and rectitade of his conduct, as His
Majesty’s Agent, under the 4th and 5th
Articles of the treaty of Ghent. My father
at first ridiculed the idea of any conduct se
base and ungrateful towards him on the part
of General Corrin, and for some time gave
no credit to the report. He however, immeé-
diately set on foot an inquiry, and very soon
ascertained to his utter astonishment, that
the information he-had received was but too
well founided. From some of the gentlemen

IN'S fetters as res d bim and the
business of the Agencys and from other per-
songascertained that the General amongother
things, boasted of his free access toall the Pub-
lic offices, and of his having (to use his own
coarse and vulgar, but strongly significant
expression,) “blown up 'Old Cuirman,”
and set the matter of the Boundary under
his management in’its true light before His
Majesty’s Ministers, It ‘was reported that,
to some of his correspondents, he bad trans-
mitted a copy of a letter, said to be written
by the Uuder Secretary of State, intimating
E):llrl Batiursts thanks for the representa-
tions, and an assurance that they should be
attended to. About this time, also, my fa-
ther received a letter from the Collector and
Comptroller of the Customs, requiring of
him, as a matter of importance to them, if
not to public justice, to furnish them with
copies of his letter to General Corrin, and
.of General Corrin’s answer respecting the
schooner Martin; together with such other
particulars within his recollection, as led teo
his interference on that occasion.

After a moments reflection, there was no
room to hesitate with regard to the course
now to be pursued. As my father had in
the manner before mentioned kept back from
the officers of the Customs, all knowledge of
General Corrin’s official letter to me of the
19th of April : and which uatil this time had
never been seen by any person but my father
and myself, and had instead thereof, made
the commutiications to them which had in-
fluenced their condugt with regard to” the
General and the scifoner Martin ; as the Col-
lector might with great propriety, when
they were originally shewn to him, have ta-
ken copies of my father’s note to General
Corriv, and of the answer indorsed thereon,
for the justification of his own conduct, if
he had anticipated its ever being called in
“quesfion, as it now was by General Corrin.
As there was therefore, nothing ¢secret or
confidential® in the transaction, to justify
the withholding of these copies from the offi-
cers of the customs, but on the contrary,
under the then existing circumstances, they
had a right, in their defence against the
memorial. presented by General Corriy, to
the Lords of the Treasury, to demand and
receive copies of all the papers which had
been shewn to them, in order to influence
their peoceedings with regard to the schooner
Martin ;. as I felt it my indispensable duty
on this occasion, to furnish them with a co-
py of General Corrin’s letter to me of the
19th April, which had been thus withlkield
from their knowledge, and which is any thing
buta confideniial one ; as in-addition to ail
these indispensable considerations of justice
to-the officers of the Customs, it was incam-
beut upon my father as a measuve of self -
defence fo furnish all the meansin his pow-
er of giving information ‘to His Majesty’s
Government, respecting the conduct ofaman
“representing himself to be so muchin their
confidence, for although he had no reason to
fear any suggestions that could consistently
with truth, be made with regard to his con-
duct; yet, as it was impsible to conjecture,
after the discovery now made of General
Corrin’s temper and  disposition, towards
him, what other shafts of the same mafigni-
ty might in the dark have been pointed
against him ; wader all these considerations
my father justly feeling that General Corrin’s

after his own conduct with regard to the

.

conduct did. not entitle him toany further

\

k. E .h‘."}-

Tiis part; ‘to serve hit
from theconsequences of his:ma
, with my concurrent advice
zmishd;tu the officers of the C
of ail the letters above récited
ent. 3y :
Y The last fink in the chain of
is afforded . by General Cor
since his return to this place
4n the month of May ldst ; wl
peal’ he attempts to justify, I
to the circumstances of whicl
isa faithful history: How far|
is made out, let any man o
intelligence decide! Not ¢
, while in England, wtdil

suggest, to destroy the'c

the fortunes of those, whom,
and delusion, he had conju
wandering fancy as engaged |
against him ; since his return

slanders the most foul and vi
vindietive, have marked eve
progress.—Even the. sacred 1
cent females, have not escape
tion; but, because they w
by the most tenderties witl
his vengeance, infamous Har
‘turb their peace and blast th
brought ready in print from

be put iuto the. hands of the
man,and be by hiim hawked ak
s this ¢ the character,” is tl
of Honor ” of *“a Soldier” i
neral prides himself in his ¢

the real Soldier. determine !

The more recent . occurs
Gen. Corrrv and myself, wh

ed in a -course of judicial

would be highly improper an
me to make any statement
present occasion.. Indue tim
the public eye.

1 come now to General
statement of the transactior
schooner Martin, in his*¢
Pubiic,” the softcned and |
which, affords an amusing
other productions. He con
rative by asserting in bold
terms, that his letter to me
liver up the offending artic
“the day after the schoo
seized” and ““that the resc
the following evening;” al
calls in question my conduc
¢ upon this candid display
¢ given my opinion to the
‘.the case, that the vess
“ made lidble undér the ¢
¢ before me: first, not
¢ cles on board at the time
¢ the articles themselves nc
¢ to pursue the vessel, ant
¢ jutention of fraud whate
subsequent statement in tl
turday last, in which the G
¢ as truth is announced tc
& the day,” to ¢ recover
« something that may car
¢ of truth;” he repeats t}
that the letter was written
ing ” the seizure. Now I
mit, that if such a letter, i
sulting as it was, had be
time stated by General (
time before the rescue, |

standing the offensive tern
couched, have been inclii
arelinguishment of the sei
not upen the grotind of

articles. on board at the
because, if it could be ¢
dence that the article$ hac
in the schooner, this woul
ly sufficient to work a cor
out the articles having "be
on board :—unot upon th
having been no intention
the circumstance given in

Custom House, that the a

in the night, was of itself

rily explained, a sufficier
intentionj but such reco
have beeun founded on
that the articles themselv
ficient ‘ consequence or
expedient to prosecute t!
et is, ‘as it appears on t]
itself, which is the first ¢
foregoing statement, and:
it is, so far as my conduc
this letter was not . wri
scites  This violent oul
insurmountable barrier ir
commodatian, with rega
of the vessel'on the allege
The only object with alk ¢
to avoid the mecessity «
the outrage itfelfy again
it. And let it be here
all, that it is to this ¢
Jawless rescue alone, tha
to attribute all his dif
General Corrin’s state
was written to me the d
#rue 2 'The letter itself f



