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OdeMa tried brnvcly but urwuccoMfully to fellow them.A. the talk grvw more an.l more r.hilo.ophic.«l «,ul ab-

both fell fa.Ht ashvp.

Catherine wh« determined to (fo out and work amonff
the peasants

:
but «he wa* mlvi^ed to wait a little while

until some further degree of organization .hould havebeen efftx-ted among th.m. EffortM to thi. emi were
being made throughout the eountry, stinu,lat«l from
fftrograd by Kovalik an.l others of like views The
opponents of the Bakuninites ealle,| them*, half
moekmgly. "flame-seekers". b<vause they .v,ught out
those yiHages where a longing for freedom was already
smouldermg m the peasants' hearts, and tried to fan it
into flame. Catherine was a "flame-seeker."

In "the eommune" life was earrietl on simply, with-
out eeremony or affcK-tation. Plain living and high
th.nk.n.T were the order of the day. Catherine and
her friends lived on the poorest fare, while their minds
were busy with the greatest questions, all centering
about the problem of the peasants.
On the outside, the homes of members o? "the com-mune differed little from other houses; but inside itwas like a different world. There were many large

rooms, and each looked like a workshop. In one were
carpenters' tools, with noblemen working as apprentices
to the trade; m another students were learning shoe-
muking; m yet another etchers were preparing metal
seals to stamp false passports.
There was a general office where letters and telegrams

were received all in cipher. Here young men andwomen could be seen discussing political and economic
questions. Some were dressed as peasants, others, not


