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fli 1917. NoTA BeotU aBMdtd umI grantljr
lanivyH Itt •ttraduee law in 1015, while
AlbwU in 1»14, 1»1S, 1910 1917 and 1918
d(M to and amended iU law until iC haiMW oaa of the beet and meet effective at-
iMrfaaee k«s In Canada. Tbey hare mado
edaeatioa eompxtmory to the age of IS jreara.

The proTinee of Ontario haa in eomparatiro-
1t Neeat jeara inaugurated a ajatem of
Ceatinnatioa SchooU. Her educational leaders
art BOW advocating compuliory attendance
at these aehooU for children from 14-16
TMM of age. In adroeating thi« etep the
Diraetor of ladnitrial and Technical £<luch-
ttea for Ontario iayi: "AN ELEMBNTAKt
KDUOATION IS NECESSARY AS A
FOUNDATION FOB ALL IiX)BMS OP VOC-
AHONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION.
Bat it is evident that, no matt«r how perfitt
the system (of vocational education), the
ahas to be realized cannot be attained un-
laai the attendance of those to be educated
ea« be secured for THE COMPLETE COURSE
OFFERED."

The eonpulaorj school law of Ontario, be
ing aa old law, ie admMtedly defective. Year
after year it has been a dead letter in many
mral sections. There has been strong critie-

, isB in the Ontario legislature of its non-ef-
feetlveness, a criticism led by Mr. Proudfoot.
Ho believes the remedy to lie in mailing the
attendance officers the appointees of the

^•ebool authorities instead of the police com-
mifesion. The Department of Education, in op-
peaing Mr. Proudfoot 's bill, admitted defeots,
but apparently did not agree that faw bill waa a
eanplete remedy. They asked that the bill
be withdrawn on the ground that the depart-
ment was studying the whole matter care-
fully.

The Hon. Dr. Cody, the new Min'etw of
Education for Ontario, in a recent speech
before his constituents in Toronto stated
that in his opinion public sentiment (in Out-
,ario) after the war would demand the ez-
tenaioB of the Compulsory School Age to 16
jreara. In a later speech he is reported as
*7iag, "I consider it most uneconomical to
ehop off education at the age of 14; in do-
ing that we are not getting value for the
money spent." In view of the foregoing state-
ments of the Department and of Dr. Cody,
we may reasonably look for the superseding
•t the present antiquated law of our sister
Srovinee by an effective modern law at no

, istant date.

But material welfare, essential as it is, is
not the only objective to be reached by more
and better education of the youth of a de-
mocraey. Mr. Fisher has said, "No people
whieh does not respect education will demand
and aupport good government". Dr. Clax-
toa pats it this way, "Democracy requires
t9t ineeeaa nniveraal knowledge, intelKgence

and virtue of a high degrae, and it matt
protect itself from weakness and eerraptloa
within as well as from foreeful iavasion
without".

If then, as we see, tber« ia a genaral reeof*
nition elsewhere of th« necessity of a hlgk-
er general standard of education, how are
wu in this province reapondlngf What have
we (lone and what are we going to do to
fit our boys and girls to meet the eompet-
ition of tbei'r better educated eompetitaTa
of the sister provinces and of foreign eoua-
triest

Can it be that we in Quebec feel we have
rearhed the ultimate goal in our provisions
for &n intelligent citizenry and skilled work-
men, wo who stand perhaps alone among the
tlemocracies of the earth in retaining school
fm's as one moans of aupport for our eletnentary
dohoobi and in the lack of any legiahtion re-
quiring our children to attend schoolt

But porhape conditiona of attendance, as
has bt'cii so oft^n claimed, are so good that
we do not m-etl a School Attendance Iaw.
Let us examine the validity of this claim.

THB 80H0OL ATTEMDANOB 8ITUATZ0X
IN qUBBBO.

From the beginning your committee has
been mindful of the fact that there has been
much improvement in educational facilities
in this province in recent years. It has not
been forgetful of the deep interest taken in
educational matters by the government and
especially by the Prime Minister; of the
greatly increased grants for better buildings,
equipment and teaching; of the steps taken
to encourage technical training through
building a number of handsome, splendi^y
equipped technical schools. The very sub-
stantial progrees made in the matter of pro-
viding better training for teachers, modern-
izing the course of study, increasing Mklar-
ies, building and equipping modem fireproof
schools in the urban centers and better schools
in the rural sections, have not failed to im-
press all with the evidence that the Prov-
ince of Qi.' bee offers splendid opportunities
TO THOSE WHO CHOOSE AND HAVE
THE MEANS to tako adrantag* of tkao.
But through daily contact with the sitnation
the committee were persraded that the yoyth
of the Province have not been getti. g any-
where near the full benefit of these facilit-

ies. Such a condition of affairs is a millstone
around the neck of progress; as the head of
the New York Bureau of Attendance hat
said, "Expenditure on school buildings and
equipment may be lavish, courses of study
may be modernized, methods of instruction
may be vitalized, school manageuent may ba
vibrant with a social oonsciousneas, but aU
these fail unless in the last analysis tho
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