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May it please Your Excellency :

Mr Chancellor—I ris,-, in ol)odioneo loyonr injnnoiion to do my best

to fuliil the dntv ^vhi(•h falls annually upon some nu'nilK'v otlhe

Collose, to lav before the Convocation a brief stateinent ol the pro-

gress and prospe^'ts of the Institution. I very much rej^rel, Sir, that

vnnr choice should have fallen upon me, not only from a very sincere

clistrustofmvoAvn powers of oratory, but because I think that one

remark wliich I have to make would have ))een niore m pace at a

later period of the dav, when the prizes are to bo distrilmted .to tJie

pupils of the Junior l)epartment. As I am connected with tins Co -

lei?e almost exclusivelv as beinj? Hector ol tins School, I must ask

your indulgence if I "coniino my observations to Iho l)c])artm<Mit

over which I have the honour to preside.

It mav be well, Sir, in the tirst place, as wo are honoured to-day

with many visitors to whom our history is unknown, to say t\ lew

words as totlieorlj^'in and pronress of this School. It is not
,
I believe

ijcenerallv known that it was the ori.iiinal design ot the venerated

Koundefof this University that there should be always mconnec ion

Avith it a Grammar School, to serve as a kind oi leeder to (he ( olle-v

properlvso called. Such a School has existed, though witli some inlx^r-

i-uptions, from the foundation of the College to the iuvs(>nt day; but

it seems to have experienced tlie lluctuations which i-ommonly alteiid

the career of anv private School, dep(«n(ling tor its i)rosi)erily (intire-

Iviipon the ability and character ot tlie Head
1«)J-

tlio time being.

Hut about seven years ago, the Corporation ol the College, wisely, as

the event has prdved, determined to slrenglli.Mi and niake closer lie

connection between the College and the School, and arrangc( tlia

School and College siiould be iieu' -fortii under one management, and

gave tothefoi-merthe name of the " Juuicn- Department ol (he ( ol-

lege, Hud provided that the Head Minster or Uecl.n- sDuhl rank am
receive salary as a Professor of the (^.llege. '\y School, which liad

been iV)!- s()nie tinuKliscimtinueil, was phn^ed uncler thecaivoi tin' lu (s-

ent r.ishopof <Mebec, as the first Hector, lie oi)ene.l the Scliool Willi

eight pupils in a comparatively small building in the village. I hat

wns,asIsaid,S(miesevenvearsago. Sine that I mie, thopn-sent largo

Sch.K.l-building luis been erectetl, and the two l),-|.artnu'ms more

thoroughlv united in th,.ir w-rking.. The eight pupils .'''v^' ^' ! \
»

into, aiufth.^ semi-private Scluu.l into, we hope, one ol the institu-

tions of tin* countrv. It may be well lor us to nyk what i.r.> tho ciiiis.

es of this rapid progress; wliat hope:* we may reasonably ;'"l*'";"

thntour hold of public favour may bens i)eiMnanent as it has been

hitherto satisfactory?

On one-llu> most obvious and principal-caus(M)l tluitprogresH, the

presence of his Lordship the ilishop of (Quebec will not allow me to

ip,.ak at longl h. Nor indeed is it necessary to < .. so. Anv '>'h; ^ho

knows anvthing ot the history ol' this School krows well A hat it

ovoHoitA tirst Hector. And allow nie, Sir, here to say <.nce l.>r all

that if I v.-nture here to speak <.f the success and prospi.rily .1 ( ui

School I reel thai I ran d.' so without any alfectat ion ol modestv, 1)0-

cauH*^ the resultM ko far atv vather t!iosi« .1' my i.ivdecessor s lalnmrs

t n .,l' nyowii, an«l that tin. very utmost that 1 can be supimsed to

•1 i nlor mvseinsthal I have not as yet succoded in spo, hug he

1 Mil I. of (/ lebec's work, it Is to tlie energy and abi ity Willi w uch

he le,^^^^ tl at we must, witlumt ouestion, attrlbu e in

he lirst place its Hudd.'n rise in popular favour. Alio her reas.ui ol

r s uUss I OS no doubt in the 'be'aiitiful and lu'^Uhfu position in

whi,-h we are placed, which we may well rejoicu Hnvt b.-day h j* (uiH

Hun has (.\lubiled to our illuslreits visnovs lii \\i^ iatit-r.! « o.'-it!:-.-"

\V 1 av 1 t li k fe.'l conhdent that there will always »'«' »»any par-

ontM V ; wi p.-el'er for their boyH <mr pure air and gn n Ho ds olho

H roe sof a city, ami will value lor (hem an escape trom
;;>t'<' J>

leH,.ons which are, uniiai.pily. oi; ly too <iuickly learned in oui hiitfa

aWemtiotiH, thorp nrp two in-eiit roil-


