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iinproisiouri, iliiuk you, wain maao on iiudli},a'nt inimis, or on tUosc incliii'Ml tu .scepticism, by

hearing sonio of the leaders of your meeting itidulgc in a strain of remark fitted rather to

"court a (Tin tlian win a tear?"
' Do you believe it is the best iu\d most unexceptionable way

of recommcndino- religion to a mixed crowd, to shout, and yell, and rave, and rant, at your

religious meetings, like bedlam let loose? Have yon au idea that by associating :he name of

the Savior of sinners with tlie names of candidates for parliamentary honors, and then calling

on the people to imitate the crowds at political elections, and give a cheer for Jesus Christ-

have you the least idea that this is a very proper way of exalting Him in the affections of the

people? Were the people generally who attended the- Ganip-mecting, odified by the public

confession of some of your brethren' that they had got religion all over them—that they had

sanctified hair, eyes, arms, leo;s, kv.l It is quite evident to me that tlie unfavorable impres.

sions of religion which might be made < n the minds of your hearers by such demonstrations,

is a matter which does not concern you. Five hundred may be hardened in sin, or sent away

disgusted at what thev have eccn .'ind heard ;
out what is that evil, in your estimation, com-,

pared to the evil likelv to follow, from putting a little restraint on the extravagances or 'e.xult.

ant outburst of new-born souls ! Nothing—absolutely iioLliiiig. The multitude may sink into

hell laughing at the antics of 'ncw-boim souls,' or the vulgar jests ol'tlje jn-eachers
;
but what

xnatlers it! They are only 'loafers, dissolute character?, or men from th?- canal and dredge.^'

They may go to perdition'if they v rase ; but wc are di.'tevmined to have ;\ \good time.' We
will leap, and shout, and whistle, and dance, and tumble over, and ' kick up.' just as much a»

wc please. Tt is nothin:; to us whclhcr people lar.gh or cry! A reuse of Christian propriety

;

a regard for the honor of Christ and the credit cf religion, v.im things evidently not beliefcd

in at vour great meeting.
, » » . ,.

If you wish to know v.-hat my ivieas are of o. genuine revival of religton,—and I belicT#

•Hn revivals of religion, and, in my hum'r.le way, pray and labor daily that a true revival

of religion may be enjoved in the community among whom I labor— I would recommend

•to your attentive perusal' President Edwards* '" Thoughts en the Revival of Religion in New
'England in the year IMO." The work is published by the American Tract Society, nnd

'may be had for a'feW shillinrs. I believe in such a revival of religion as was enjoyeii under

'the ministry of that devoted servant of Christ. And I trust, that, although he was a Tresby.

'terian, your prejudices are not go strong as to ji-revent yo\ir reading his book. Vou will

'also permit me to recommend to your careful and iirayerful reading, another work by the

Wrae author, "On Religious Aft utions." I know of no work more suitable to put into the

'hands of vour converts, than those I have named. And if either you or they shall only read

'them attentivelv, I shall think mvsclf amplv rewarded for my labor in replying to your letter.

^ You Avill see, Mr. I)., from what I have written, that I liavc little faith in your system. I

Relieve that there is a great deal more of what is human al)out it, tliau what in dlvwe; raof

^of man's way than Ood's waif. There are many sincere and simple souls led to approve of it,

^because they themselves may have received some benetit from it. Hut having little scriptural

*-knowledge,'and less discrimination, they are blind to the fe.iv 1 evils of which it is the

Volific parent. These persons have settled down int > the beliei, that as it is at least pro.

^-ductivc of some good, this is a suthcicnt excuse for all the enormous evils to which it tnfty

give birth.
^'

I am aware that in writing thus. I lay myself open to n charge of bigotry—a charge, by

^the wav, which your people have not been slow in bringing against me. Vou will allow me,

hiowevcr, to submit ibr vour consideration, a fact or two which will shew how little ground

*^therc is for such au accu'satiou. The word ' bigotry/like the word ' cli irity,' is a ver> ranch

"abused and misapplied term. Bigotry means, Mr. 1)., an obslinalc or blind altachmeni to a par*

^iicular crmi or io certain Imcts ; unrealvnabh. ;^eal or warmth in favor of a sect, opinion or party;

-^XCESSIVI^ PliKJl DICK. I s'..ould say that tliat uvan is a bigot who tenaciously holds on

•'^to any sect, party or opinion, without being able to give any intelligent or substantial reason

*'for hi's preference. To stand up and contend for what :yo intelligently know and believe to

"•be truth, is not bigotrv. If it is. then Christ and his Apostles were the greatest bigots that

V-er lived; for, rather than surrender their convictions, they were willing to surrender their

lives ; and they exhort Christians evervwhere to contend earnestly for the faith cnco delivcreij

^to the saints. 'There is no Theological author of note belonging to your Body, whose works t

^\i\\ii not read and studied with care. I am as familiar with your ' Doctrinal Tracts' and

^''Book of Discipline,' as vou are vourself; and if any Theological work of importance issuel

" %rom your Press, 1 buy it and read it. Moreover, I have fiequently lent my humble assistance

to vutu- society at the opening of .i new mceting-liouse, at tea-mc-etnigs for the riiir-ing of fiin.,3

l' *'to 'liquidate chapel debts—nay, I have even assisted .at your protracted meetings.

^Sicrer been backward, whenever solicited, to throw in my mite in the shape of eermonvS,

'^'"gpeeches. notices, Ac: I have never treated any of your brethren unkindly because they and

"'I widely differed in our view? of divine truth." Towards you and thorn I cntertaiu no hard


