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valuable in the constitutions, whether of the United States, or of the

indivitlual States. It is a right, which belongs to every people ; and

it belongs to a European colony in America, not less, but more,

than to any other description of people. The Canadians have all

these groimds of right to reform their government, and to institute a

new one, in such form as may best promote their own happiness ; and

lliey have another, which is equally sacred,—they are a conquered

people. Great Britain acquired her dominion over them by force ,•

they do not owe allegiance to her as an original colony of hers ; and

sorely, if there be any case in which a people may of right throw off

the authority of those who govern them, it is when these last are

foreign conquerors ; and which is the precise relation of Great

Britain to the Canada?.

We do not propose to look at this question in any bearings which

itmay be presumed to have upon supposed interests of our own. Our

aim has rather been to consider it as a question of political right.

Wc look with solicitude, personally, to the issue of the event, be-

cause the triumph of the people will be a triumph of liberty

—of democr'itic principle—of the right of self-government ; but

at all events, it must be the duty, and of course the detcrmimilioa

and the endeavour, of the United States, to avoid any compromise

of its neutrality, by taking sides either with the colonics against

Great Britain, or of Great Britain against the colonics.

On a calm view of the whole subject, no one can, it appears to us,

entertain the preposterous idea of the possibility of the continuance

of the colonial relation between the Canadas and Great Britain. It

is utterly contrary to the spirit of the age. Thank God, the period

of force, of armed violence, is passing away from the world, at

least, from those countries enlightened and liberalized,—as England

ha3 been preeminently,—by the influ^ace of the genius of Com-

merce. The idea of an armed struggle for dominion over a power-

ful colony, by England, at this day, is too absurd. A large propor-

tion of the party now in the ascendency in that country, has long

been utterly opposed to the whole system of foreign and colonial

policy, maintained by England under the auspices of those anti-libo-

ral principles which are now fast passing away in the mother coun-

try itself. A majority of the people of the Canadas desire to be free,

—

to govern themselves on the pure representative principles of which

they have so glorious a model perpetually before thrfir eyes ; and

they are so unreasonable as not to feel contented to go down to the

sea shore* to greet rulers sent to them from across an ocean three

thousand miles wide I It is enough. They must become free when-

ever they will it.

The question is of no importance to us. There is nothing to be

desired by us in the prospective annexation of the Canadas to our

Union. That event mav happen,—or those provinces may maintain

• Paine.


